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Mercedes-Benz SLK-Class (R171): A
Deep Dive into the Second Generation

The Mercedes-Benz SLK-Class, a roadster synonymous with sporty elegance and open-
top driving pleasure, saw its second generation arrive in 2004 with the designation
R171. This model represented a significant leap forward from its predecessor, boasting
refined styling, improved performance, and a host of technological advancements. This
article delves deep into the Mercedes-Benz SLK R171, exploring its key features,
performance capabilities, common issues, and lasting legacy. We'll also cover topics
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like the R171 SLK reliability, the Mercedes-Benz SLK R171 modifications, and
the R171 SLK engine options, providing a comprehensive overview of this iconic
roadster.

Design and Styling: A Refined Silhouette

The R171 generation marked a clear stylistic departure from its predecessor. Gone was
the somewhat controversial, almost angular design of the R170. The R171 embraced
softer, more flowing lines, giving it a more mature and sophisticated appearance. This
was achieved through a more curvaceous body, a longer hood, and a slightly shorter
rear deck. The signature retractable hardtop, a defining feature of the SLK-Class, was
further refined, operating more smoothly and quietly than before. The overall design
aimed for a balance between sporty aggression and elegant sophistication, a signature
Mercedes-Benz hallmark. This design aesthetic resonated strongly with buyers, helping
to establish the R171 as a successful model.
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Performance and Engine Options: A Range of
Choices

The R171 offered a diverse range of engine options, catering to a wide spectrum of
driver preferences. From entry-level four-cylinder engines providing a balance of fuel
efficiency and performance to powerful V6 options delivering exhilarating acceleration,
the R171 had something for everyone. The R171 SLK engine options included both
naturally aspirated and supercharged variants, showcasing Mercedes-Benz's
engineering prowess. Specific models included the SLK 200 Kompressor, SLK 280, and
the high-performance SLK 350, each boasting distinct performance characteristics. The
availability of both manual and automatic transmissions further enhanced the driving
experience, allowing drivers to tailor the car to their preferred driving style. The
introduction of the 7G-TRONIC seven-speed automatic transmission in later models
contributed significantly to both performance and fuel economy.
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Technological Advancements and Features: Luxury
and Safety

The R171 SLK-Class incorporated several notable technological advancements for its
time. Features such as ESP (Electronic Stability Program), ASR (Acceleration Skid
Control), and multiple airbags significantly enhanced safety. Many models also included
luxurious amenities like premium sound systems, heated seats, and a sophisticated
climate control system. The integration of innovative technologies reflected Mercedes-
Benz's commitment to providing a comprehensive and comfortable driving experience.
Some later models even featured cutting-edge features, enhancing the overall driving
pleasure and highlighting the advanced engineering present in the R171. This blend of
luxury and safety features is critical to understanding the lasting appeal of the R171.

Reliability and Common Issues: Understanding the
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R171 SLK

While generally considered a reliable vehicle, the R171 SLK, like any car, has some
common issues to be aware of. R171 SLK reliability is a frequently discussed topic
among owners and enthusiasts. Some potential problem areas include the hydraulic
pump for the hardtop mechanism, which can be prone to failure, and the air
conditioning system, which might require attention over time. Regular maintenance
and preventative care are crucial for maximizing the lifespan and reliability of the R171.
Addressing these potential issues proactively can help prevent more significant and
costly repairs down the line. Understanding these potential issues, however, shouldn’t
overshadow the generally positive reputation for reliability that the R171 enjoys.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy

The Mercedes-Benz SLK-Class R171 represents a significant chapter in the history of
the SLK-Class lineage. Its refined styling, diverse engine options, and advanced
technological features established it as a compelling and desirable roadster. While
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some common issues exist, they are generally manageable with proper maintenance.
The R171's blend of performance, luxury, and open-top driving enjoyment cemented its
place as a highly regarded and sought-after classic. Its enduring popularity among
enthusiasts further cements its legacy. The R171 is a true testament to Mercedes-
Benz's engineering excellence and continued commitment to producing iconic vehicles.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What are the most common engine problems with the Mercedes-Benz SLK
R171?

Al: While generally reliable, some R171 engines have exhibited issues. The
supercharged 1.8L engines (like in the SLK 200 Kompressor) can sometimes experience
issues with the supercharger itself or related components. The V6 engines might face
issues with valve adjustments or oil leaks if not properly maintained. Regular servicing
is crucial to avoid these potential problems.

Q2: How reliable is the retractable hardtop mechanism on the R171?
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A2: The retractable hardtop is a key feature of the SLK, but the hydraulic pump can fail
over time, especially if not properly maintained. Leaks in the hydraulic system are also
a possibility. Regular checks and maintenance of the hydraulic system are vital to
prevent expensive repairs.

Q3: What is the average fuel economy of the R171 SLK models?

A3: Fuel economy varies significantly depending on the engine size and driving style.
The smaller four-cylinder engines tend to offer better fuel efficiency compared to the
V6 options. Expect a range from around 25 mpg to significantly lower figures for more
powerful engines and spirited driving.

Q4: Are there many aftermarket modifications available for the R171?

A4: Yes, a considerable aftermarket exists for the R171 SLK, offering a wide range of
modifications. These range from performance enhancements such as ECU tuning and
exhaust upgrades to cosmetic modifications, including body kits and wheels.
Mercedes-Benz SLK R171 modifications are readily available and offer owners the
opportunity to personalize their vehicles.
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Q5: What are some common maintenance tasks for the R171?

A5: Regular maintenance is key. This includes oil changes, filter replacements, brake
checks, and tire rotations. Pay close attention to the hardtop mechanism, ensuring
regular lubrication and inspection. Scheduled maintenance according to the
manufacturer's recommendations is essential for extending the lifespan of your vehicle.

Q6: How does the R171 compare to its predecessor (R170) and successor
(R172)?

A6: The R171 offers a significant upgrade over the R170 in terms of styling, refinement,
and technology. It provides a more polished driving experience and features a more
refined design. Compared to the R172, the R171 might seem less technologically
advanced, but it offers a more classic aesthetic appeal.

Q7: What are the typical prices for used Mercedes-Benz SLK R171 models?

A7: The price of a used R171 varies depending on condition, mileage, and specific
model. Expect prices to range from a few thousand dollars for higher-mileage models to
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significantly more for well-maintained low-mileage examples. Thorough inspection by a
mechanic before purchasing is always recommended.

Q8: Is the Mercedes-Benz SLK R171 a good first sports car?

A8: For many, the R171 SLK would make a fantastic first sports car. It offers a
manageable size, relatively easy handling, and a fun driving experience. However, it's
crucial to remember that maintenance costs on Mercedes-Benz vehicles can be higher
than on some other brands, and this should be factored into consideration.

Mercedes-Benz SLK Models: The R171 - Volume 2: A
Deeper Dive

The Mercedes-Benz SLK, a captivating roadster, has held the hearts of enthusiasts
worldwide. This article delves into the second section of our exploration of the R171
generation (2004-2011), building upon the basics established in our previous article.
We'll examine its unique characteristics, handle common concerns, and offer insights
for both future buyers and present owners.
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The R171 SLK signified a significant advance forward for the model line. Contrasted to
its predecessor, the R170, the R171 boasted a enhanced design, a broader range of
engines, and numerous technological advancements. Its sleek lines and retractable
hardtop instantly defined it separate from the rivalry.

Performance and Handling: The R171 offered a array of powerful engines, ranging
from economic four-cylinders to lively V6s. The driving dynamics was usually praised
for its proportion and dexterity. The available sports package further enhanced the
performance with more rigid suspension and quicker steering. However, some
commentators observed a slightly over-steering tendency at the edges of its potential.

Technological Features and Innovations: Mercedes-Benz included a quantity of
innovative technologies in the R171. Features like Electronic Stability Program and ASR
were common, boosting safety and stability. The option of advanced features such as
HID headlights and high-end stereo enhanced to the overall luxury. The hardtop's
motorized operation was a special selling point, providing comfort and versatility.

Reliability and Maintenance: Like any vehicle, the R171 SLK is not without its
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potential problems. Common problems include hard top failures, electrical problems,
and suspension wear. Regular checkups are important for avoiding these concerns and
keeping the automobile's value. Thorough inspections are strongly suggested before
purchasing a second-hand R171 SLK.

Owning an R171 SLK: The R171 SLK offers a distinct blend of speed, comfort, and
style. Its compact size makes it suitable for city driving, while its robust engines provide
sufficient power for open road adventures. However, the expense of ownership can be
relatively high, particularly when it relates to maintenance and parts.

Conclusion: The Mercedes-Benz SLK R171 personifies a important era in the history of
the series. Its combination of power, comfort, and state-of-the-art technology created it
a sought-after choice among roadster enthusiasts. While likely problems exist, with
proper attention, the R171 SLK can provide years of pleasure. Its timeless design and
driving experience continue to attract numerous.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. What are the common problems with the R171 SLK's hardtop? Common
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issues include hydraulic pump failures, leaks, and malfunctions in the hardtop
mechanism itself. Regular maintenance and prompt attention to any signs of trouble
are crucial.

2. How reliable is the R171 SLK overall? Reliability varies depending on
maintenance and individual car history. Issues like electrical problems and suspension
wear are relatively common, but with diligent care, many owners experience few major
problems.

3. What is the best engine option for the R171 SLK? This depends on individual
needs and preferences. The V6 engines generally offer the most powerful and engaging
driving experience, but the four-cylinder options offer better fuel economy.

4. Are parts expensive for the R171 SLK? Yes, parts can be relatively expensive,
especially specialized parts for the hardtop mechanism. It's crucial to factor this into
the overall cost of ownership.

5. What should I look for when buying a used R171 SLK? Thorough pre-purchase
inspection is essential. Check the hardtop mechanism, electrical systems, suspension,

Mercedes Benz The Slk Models The R171 Volume 2
12



Mercedes Benz The Slk Models The R171 Volume 2

and service history meticulously to identify any potential issues before purchase.
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