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1987 Mustang GT Service
Manual:  Your  Guide  to
Maintaining  a  Classic
Owning a classic 1987 Ford Mustang GT is a dream for
many car enthusiasts.  Its sleek lines,  powerful 5.0L V8
engine,  and iconic status make it  a highly sought-after
vehicle.  However,  keeping this  beauty  in  top condition
requires  more  than  just  admiration;  it  needs  regular
maintenance.  This  is  where  a  comprehensive  1987
Mustang GT service manual becomes invaluable. This
guide  delves  into  the  importance  of  owning  one,  its
practical  applications,  common issues  it  helps  address,
and answers frequently asked questions.

Why You Need a 1987 Mustang GT
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Service Manual
A dedicated 1987 Mustang GT repair manual isn't just
a collection of diagrams and instructions; it's your key to
understanding  the  intricate  workings  of  your  classic
muscle car. This resource provides detailed information
crucial  for  both  preventative  maintenance  and
troubleshooting. Without a proper manual, simple repairs
can  become frustratingly  complex,  leading  to  potential
damage or costly professional repairs.

### Preventative Maintenance: Avoiding Costly Repairs

The manual guides you through routine maintenance tasks
like  fluid  changes  (engine  oil,  transmission  fluid,
differential fluid, coolant), spark plug replacements, and
air  filter  changes.  These  seemingly  minor  procedures,
when performed regularly as outlined in your Fox-body
Mustang  service  manual,  significantly  extend  the
lifespan  of  your  vehicle  and  prevent  major,  expensive
breakdowns. Think of it as preventative medicine for your
car.

### Troubleshooting & Repairs: DIY Savings & Expertise

One  of  the  most  significant  advantages  of  a  1987
Mustang  GT  workshop  manual  l i e s  i n  i t s
troubleshooting capabilities. When faced with an issue, be
it a strange noise, a check engine light, or a performance
problem, the manual provides systematic diagnostic steps.
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This allows you to identify the source of the problem and
perform the repair yourself, saving considerable money on
mechanic fees. Detailed diagrams and clear instructions
minimize  the  risk  of  making  mistakes,  ensuring  a
successful repair. Learning about the 1987 Mustang GT
engine and its intricacies through the manual empowers
you to take charge of your car's maintenance.

### Maintaining Resale Value: A Well-Maintained Classic

For those who plan to eventually sell their 1987 Mustang
GT, a well-maintained vehicle with a documented service
history  commands  a  higher  price.  A  service  manual
demonstrates  a  commitment  to  proper  car  care,
increasing its appeal to potential buyers. A meticulously
maintained  Mustang,  evidenced  by  detailed  service
records, significantly increases its value in the collector
car market.

Using  Your  1987  Mustang  GT
Service  Manual  Effectively
A 1987 Ford Mustang GT Haynes manual or a factory
manual  is  only  as  useful  as  its  user.  Effective  use
necessitates a methodical and organized approach.

### Understanding the Manual's Structure

Most service manuals follow a logical structure, typically
organized  by  system  (engine,  transmission,  braking
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system, electrical system, etc.). Familiarize yourself with
the  table  of  contents  and  index  to  quickly  locate  the
information you need. Detailed diagrams are crucial for
understanding the layout of components.

### Gathering Necessary Tools & Supplies

Before starting any repair, ensure you have the correct
tools and supplies as specified in the manual. Improper
tools  can  damage  components  or  lead  to  inaccurate
repairs.  Having  all  the  necessary  materials  on  hand
prevents delays and ensures a smooth process.

### Safety First: Following Precautions

Always prioritize safety. Disconnect the battery's negative
terminal  before  performing  electrical  work.  Wear
appropriate  safety  glasses  and  gloves  when  handling
fluids  or  sharp  objects.  The  manual  often  includes
important safety warnings; pay close attention to them.

Common Issues Addressed by the
1987 Mustang GT Service Manual
The 1987 Mustang GT, like any classic car, has its share of
common problems. The service manual provides valuable
guidance on addressing these, including:

Engine issues:  The 5.0L V8, while powerful, can
experience issues like valve cover leaks, carburetor
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problems  (if  equipped),  and  ignition  system
malfunctions.  The  manual  details  troubleshooting
and repair procedures for these common ailments.
Electrical problems: Aging wiring harnesses and
electrical  components  are  common  problems  in
older  cars.  The  manual  guides  you  through
diagnosing  and  repair ing  faulty  wir ing,
malfunctioning sensors, and other electrical issues.
Suspension  and  steering:  Worn  bushings,  ball
joints,  and tie  rod ends are typical  wear-and-tear
items.  The  manual  outlines  procedures  for
inspecting  and  replacing  these  components.
Braking  system:  Proper  brake  maintenance  is
crucial for safety. The manual helps you check brake
pads  and  fluid  levels,  ensuring  optimal  braking
performance.

Conclusion:  Empowering  the
Classic  Car  Enthusiast
A 1987 Mustang GT service manual is an indispensable
resource for any owner of this iconic car. It empowers you
to perform preventative maintenance, diagnose and repair
problems,  and  maintain  the  value  of  your  classic.  The
investment in a good manual pays for itself many times
over in reduced repair costs, increased longevity, and the
satisfaction of working on your own vehicle. Remember to
always consult the manual before undertaking any repair,
and prioritize safety throughout the process.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find a 1987 Mustang GT service
manual?

A1: You can find them through various channels: online
retailers like Amazon, eBay, and specialized automotive
parts suppliers. You can also search for digital versions,
although physical manuals are often preferred for their
durability  and  ease  of  use  in  a  garage  environment.
Furthermore, consider checking out forums dedicated to
1987  Mustangs;  owners  often  share  resources  and
recommendations.

Q2:  Are  factory  manuals  better  than  aftermarket
manuals (like Haynes)?

A2:  Factory  manuals  generally  provide  more  detailed
information  and  diagrams,  often  reflecting  the  specific
specifications of the vehicle. Aftermarket manuals, such as
Haynes manuals, offer a more generalized approach and
can  be  less  detailed.  However,  Haynes  manuals  are
usually  more  affordable.  The  choice  depends  on  your
budget and technical expertise.

Q3: What if I encounter a problem not covered in my
manual?

A3:  If  you  encounter  a  problem  not  covered  in  your
manual, online forums dedicated to the 1987 Mustang GT
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are invaluable resources. You can search the forums for
similar issues and potential solutions. Alternatively, you
could  consult  with  a  mechanic  specializing  in  classic
Mustangs.

Q4: Can I use a service manual for a different year
Mustang GT?

A4: While there may be some similarities, it's generally
not recommended to use a service manual from a different
year. Significant changes can occur between model years,
leading to inaccurate or misleading information. Always
use a manual specifically for a 1987 Mustang GT.

Q5: How often should I perform routine maintenance
as outlined in the manual?

A5: The manual typically specifies recommended intervals
for  routine  maintenance  tasks  (e.g.,  oil  changes  every
3,000-5,000 miles). Sticking to these intervals is crucial
for  maintaining  your  car's  health  and  preventing
premature  wear  and  tear.

Q6: Are there any online resources that complement
a physical service manual?

A6: Yes, numerous online forums, websites, and YouTube
channels  dedicated  to  classic  Mustangs  offer
supplementary  information,  repair  guides,  and
troubleshooting advice. These can be valuable additions to
your service manual.
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Q7:  What  should  I  do  if  I  damage  a  part  while
attempting a repair?

A7: If you damage a part, it's best to assess the damage
and  order  a  replacement  part.  Many  online  retailers
specialize  in  parts  for  classic  Mustangs.  Consult  your
manual or online resources to ensure you are installing
the replacement correctly.

Q8:  Can  I  use  the  manual  for  modifications  or
performance upgrades?

A8:  While the manual primarily focuses on maintaining
the original specifications of the car, you can use it as a
basis  of  understanding the vehicle's  systems.  However,
performing  significant  modifications  often  requires
specialized  knowledge  and  may  not  be  covered  in  the
manual.  Consider  seeking  advice  from  experienced
mechanics  or  enthusiasts  specialized  in  Mustang
modifications.

Decoding  the  Mysteries:  Your
Guide  to  the  1987  Mustang  GT
Service  Manual
The  thrilling  roar  of  a  1987  Ford  Mustang  GT.  The
sensation of the smooth steering wheel. The satisfaction of
owning  a  piece  of  automotive  heritage.  But  owning  a
classic car like this requires more than just enjoying its
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power;  it  requires  understanding  and  maintaining  its
sophisticated mechanics. That's where the 1987 Mustang
GT service manual comes in – your passport to unlocking
the secrets of this classic machine.

This  comprehensive  guide  isn't  just  a  assemblage  of
guidelines; it's your companion in ensuring your Mustang
operates  smoothly  for  years  to  come.  Think of  it  as  a
{treasure map|detailed blueprint|bible} for  your classic
car, guiding you through every step of maintenance and
repair. It's the distinction between simply operating your
Mustang and truly grasping it.

The manual itself is usually a large volume, laden with
technical  information,  diagrams,  and  tables.  Its
importance extends far beyond simply fixing broken parts.
It provides a deep knowledge of the car's systems, from
the strong 5.0L V8 engine to the responsive suspension
and braking systems.

Navigating the Manual: A Structured Approach

Don't be daunted by the sheer amount of information. The
manual  is  organized  logically,  usually  starting  with
general  maintenance procedures like fluid changes and
then moving to more complex repairs.

Here’s a typical structure you'll find:

Introductory  Sections:  These  sections  usually
cover safety precautions, tool requirements, and an
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overview of  the  vehicle's  systems.  This  is  crucial
reading before you even open the hood.

Troubleshooting  Sections:  These  sections  are
invaluable when faced with a problem. They guide
you through diagnostic procedures to identify the
source  of  the  problem before  you  begin  repairs.
Thinking of it like a doctor's guide to diagnosing the
problem before applying the remedy.

System-Specific Sections: The bulk of the manual
will  describe  the  distinct  systems  of  the  car  –
engine,  transmission,  braking  system,  electrical
system,  etc.  Each  system  will  have  detailed
guidelines for servicing. Illustrations and diagrams
are  important  for  understanding  the  layout  and
procedures.

Electrical  Diagrams:  These  are  specifically
beneficial  when  working  on  the  car's  electrical
system.  They  offer  a  visual  representation  of  the
wiring harness, making it simpler to trace wires and
identify components.

Specifications:  The  manual  includes  crucial
specifications, such as torque values for bolts, fluid
capacities, and recommended part numbers. Exact
adherence  to  these  specifications  is  essential  for
successful repair and safe operation.

Beyond the Manual: Tips for Success
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While  the  1987  Mustang  GT  service  manual  is  an
indispensable resource, there are several additional tips to
guarantee your success:

Gather the Right Tools: Having the correct tools
is vital for safe and efficient repair. Invest in a good
set of tools, screwdrivers, and other essential tools.

Work in a Well-Lit Area: Proper lighting is key for
identifying parts and ensuring that repairs are done
accurately.

Take Your Time: Rushing the job can lead to errors
and  potentially  more  damage.  Allocate  your  time
and focus on completing each step carefully.

Consult Online Resources:  While the manual is
supremely helpful, online forums and communities
dedicated  to  the  1987  Mustang  GT  can  give
additional help and advice.

Conclusion

The 1987 Mustang GT service manual is more than just a
manual; it's an investment in the durability and operation
of  your  legendary  car.  By  carefully  studying  its
information, you'll gain a more profound understanding of
your vehicle and the expertise necessary to maintain it.
It’s a adventure that compensates the dedicated owner
with a lifetime of satisfaction.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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Q:  Can I  download  a  free  copy  of  the  1987
Mustang GT service manual?
A: While some portions might be available online,
obtaining a complete and legal copy often requires
purchase  through  online  retailers  or  automotive
parts stores.

Q: Is the manual difficult to understand?
A:  While  it  contains  technical  information,  the
manual is generally well-organized and uses clear
language and diagrams to aid comprehension.

Q: What if I don't have mechanical experience?
A:  Start  with  simpler  maintenance  tasks,  and
gradually  work  your  way  up  to  more  complex
repairs. Online resources and local automotive clubs
can provide valuable support.

Q: Are there different versions of the manual?
A:  There might be minor variations depending on
the specific options and features of your particular
1987 Mustang GT. Double-check the compatibility
before purchasing.
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