Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917
Repair Manual

Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917
Repair Manual: Your Guide to Keeping
Your Lawn in Top Shape

Maintaining a well-manicured lawn requires a reliable riding mower, and the Craftsman
Riding Mower Model 917 has been a popular choice for many homeowners. However, like any
machine, it can eventually require repairs. This article serves as a comprehensive guide to
finding and utilizing a Craftsman riding mower model 917 repair manual, addressing common
issues, and helping you keep your lawnmower running smoothly. We will also explore related
topics like finding Craftsman 917 parts, troubleshooting common Craftsman riding lawn
mower problems, and locating alternative repair resources for Craftsman mowers.

Finding Your Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917 Repair
Manual

The first step in any repair process is obtaining the correct manual. Unfortunately, a single,
readily available, official online PDF for the Craftsman 917 repair manual isn't commonly
found. This is due to Sears' (the original manufacturer) shifting business model and
subsequent divestiture of the Craftsman brand. However, several avenues can help you locate
the information you need:

### Online Resources:

e Manufacturer's Website (if applicable): Check the current owner of the Craftsman
brand (now Stanley Black & Decker) to see if they offer online manuals. While this is
less likely for older models like the 917, it's worth a check.

e Third-party Repair Manuals: Websites specializing in repair manuals often stock
manuals for older models. Search using the exact model number ("Craftsman 917 riding
mower repair manual") to improve search results. Pay attention to reviews before
purchasing to ensure the manual's accuracy.

e Online Forums and Communities: Joining online forums dedicated to lawn mower
repair or Craftsman appliances can yield invaluable results. Experienced users often
share links to manuals or provide troubleshooting advice.



### Offline Resources:

¢ Local Libraries: Some libraries maintain collections of repair manuals.
e Used Bookstores: Check local bookstores and online marketplaces for used copies.

Understanding Your Craftsman 917 Riding Mower: Key
Components and Common Issues

The Craftsman 917, while a robust machine, can experience various problems over time.
Understanding the mower's key components is crucial for effective troubleshooting and
repair. Common issues include:

e Engine Problems: This could encompass starting issues, lack of power, unusual
noises, or excessive smoke. The manual will guide you through diagnosing these
problems, perhaps pointing to a faulty carburetor, spark plug, or air filter. Replacing
Craftsman 917 parts like these often requires careful attention to detail, which the
manual outlines.

e Transmission Problems: Problems with the transmission, a critical component in a
riding mower, might manifest as difficulty shifting gears or a complete lack of
forward/reverse movement. The repair manual contains diagrams and detailed
instructions for accessing and repairing transmission issues.

e Blade Problems: Dull blades significantly affect mowing performance and can lead to
uneven cuts. The manual will detail how to sharpen or replace the blades safely.

e Electrical Issues: Problems with the battery, starter, or wiring can prevent the mower
from starting. The electrical system is often detailed extensively within the repair
manual, offering both schematics and troubleshooting procedures.

Using the Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917 Repair
Manual: A Step-by-Step Approach

Once you obtain the manual, utilizing it effectively is critical. Here’s a suggested approach:
1. Identify the Problem: Accurately describe the issue before consulting the manual.

2. Consult the Table of Contents/Index: Locate the relevant section related to your
problem.

3. Follow the Diagrams: The manual should include clear diagrams, which are essential for
understanding the mower's internal workings.

4. Follow Instructions Carefully: Each step in the repair process should be followed
meticulously to avoid further damage.
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5. Safety First: Always disconnect the spark plug before performing any maintenance or
repair work.

Beyond the Manual: Additional Repair Resources for
Craftsman Mowers

While the manual is your primary resource, several supplementary tools can assist in your
repairs:

e YouTube Tutorials: Numerous videos demonstrate repairing common Craftsman
mower issues. However, always verify the tutorial's relevance to your specific model
(917).

e Local Repair Shops: Consider seeking professional help if the repair proves too
complex or if you lack the necessary tools.

e Online Parts Suppliers: You might need to source replacement parts, and many online
retailers specialize in providing Craftsman parts.

Conclusion

The Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917 repair manual is an invaluable resource for
maintaining your lawnmower. While locating a readily available online copy might be
challenging, exploring the options outlined above will help you find the information you need.
Remember that safety should always be your top priority, and don't hesitate to seek
professional help if you're unsure about any repair procedure. By combining the information
in your manual with other resources, you can keep your Craftsman 917 running efficiently for
years to come.

FAQ: Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917 Repair

Q1: Where can I find a free online Craftsman 917 repair manual?

Al: Unfortunately, a free, official online manual for the Craftsman 917 is unlikely to be
available. Sears' historical approach to online manuals, combined with the brand's transfer of
ownership, makes finding a readily accessible free version difficult. However, explore online
forums, and third-party manual websites, keeping in mind that purchasing a manual might be
necessary.

Q2: My Craftsman 917 won't start. What should I check first?

A2: Before diving into complex repairs, begin with the basics. Check the fuel level, ensure the
spark plug is functioning correctly, and inspect the air filter for clogs. The repair manual will
provide detailed steps to test each component. A dead battery is another common cause.
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Q3: Can I repair my Craftsman 917 myself?

A3: Many repairs are manageable for DIY enthusiasts with basic mechanical skills and the
correct tools. However, some repairs, particularly those involving the engine or transmission,
are best left to professionals. Your comfort level and the complexity of the repair will dictate
whether a DIY approach is suitable.

Q4: How often should I perform routine maintenance on my Craftsman 917?

A4: Regular maintenance is crucial for longevity. Consult your repair manual for the
recommended maintenance schedule, but typically, this includes changing the oil and air
filter periodically, checking the spark plug, and sharpening or replacing the blades.

Q5: Where can I find replacement parts for my Craftsman 917?

A5: Numerous online retailers and local equipment dealers sell replacement parts for
Craftsman mowers. Always use the exact model number (917) when searching for parts to
ensure compatibility. Your repair manual might also list authorized parts suppliers.

Q6: My Craftsman 917 is leaking oil. What could be the cause?

A6: Oil leaks can stem from various sources, including worn seals, cracked engine
components, or a loose drain plug. The repair manual will detail common oil leak causes and
guide you through inspecting these areas. If the leak is significant, professional assistance
might be required.

Q7: What type of oil should I use in my Craftsman 917?

A7: The correct oil type and quantity will be specified in your Craftsman 917 repair manual.
Using the wrong type of oil can severely damage the engine. Always refer to the manual's
recommendations.

Q8: Is it worth repairing my old Craftsman 917, or should I buy a new mower?

A8: The decision depends on several factors, including the extent of the damage, the cost of
repairs, and the mower's overall condition. If the repair cost is significantly less than the price
of a new mower, and the mower is otherwise in good shape, repair might be worthwhile.
Weigh the costs and benefits carefully.

Deciphering the Secrets: Your Guide to the Craftsman
Riding Mower Model 917 Repair Manual

Getting your grasp on a reliable handbook for your Craftsman riding mower, specifically the
model 917, can be the divergence between a smoothly running lawn and a frustrating battle
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with defiant machinery. This article dives deep into the world of the Craftsman riding mower
model 917 repair manual, exploring its elements, helpful applications, and methods for
successfully using it to keep your lawn care equipment in top condition.

The Craftsman 917 repair manual isn't just a collection of diagrams and technical
specifications; it's your private technician in manual. It provides you the insight and belief to
diagnose problems, fix typical failures, and even undertake significant repairs without the
need for expensive professional assistance. This preserves you both period and funds, making
it an invaluable asset for any landowner who values self-reliance.

The manual typically includes a plenty of data, including:

e Detailed Exploded Diagrams: These pictorial representations display the position and
interrelation of every component of your mower. This is critical for locating exact pieces
during servicing. Think of them as a highly detailed chart of your machine.

e Step-by-Step Repair Procedures: The manual doesn't just explain you *what* to
perform; it shows you *how* to do it. Lucid instructions, often supported by pictures,
guide you through each stage of the repair procedure. This structured approach
minimizes mistakes and ensures efficient achievements.

e Troubleshooting Guides: These sections are priceless for diagnosing the source of
issues. By observing the reasonable steps outlined, you can rapidly limit down the
choices and avoid unneeded disassembly.

e Parts Lists and Diagrams: If you require to exchange a faulty part, the manual gives
you a thorough catalogue of pieces with piece codes. This makes ordering replacement
pieces a easy process.

e Safety Precautions: Operating with equipment can be hazardous. The manual
emphasizes the importance of adhering to safety procedures at all times. This is vital for
avoiding mishaps and ensuring your protection.

Using Your Craftsman 917 Repair Manual Effectively:

Before you even think about opening the engine, thoroughly read the introduction and safety
sections of your manual. Familiarize yourself with the layout and elements.

When a issue arises, don't panic. Orderly function through the troubleshooting parts. Take
images of the state before you begin any breakdown - this will help you reunite the whole
correctly.

If you meet a difficult issue, refrain from wait to seek additional assistance from web
communities or experienced experts.

In Conclusion:
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The Craftsman riding mower model 917 repair manual is an indispensable resource for any
possessor of this common equipment. It empowers you to maintain your mower successfully,
preserving you duration and cash in the long term. By following the instructions and safety
procedures, you can keep your mower functioning seamlessly for many years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Where can I find a Craftsman riding mower model 917 repair manual?

Al: You can often find them online through retailers like Amazon, online manuals or even in
scanned format.

Q2: My manual is missing or damaged. What should I do?

A2: Contact Sears (or the current owner of the Craftsman brand) directly for assistance.
Many manuals are available for purchase through their support.

Q3: Can I execute all repairs myself using the manual?

A3: The manual includes a wide variety of repairs, but some more complex repairs might
need specialized tools or expertise.

Q4: Is it safe to work on my mower without the manual?

A4: Never. The manual contains essential safety information that you should observe to
prevent harm.
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