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Mercedes OM352 Diesel
Engine: A Deep Dive into
a Workhorse Powerplant
The Mercedes-Benz OM352 diesel engine represents a
significant chapter in the history of commercial vehicle
powertrains. This robust and reliable engine, known for

its longevity and power, powered countless trucks,
buses, and other heavy-duty applications for decades.
This article delves into the intricacies of the OM352,
exploring its design, applications, advantages, and

enduring legacy. We'll also cover key aspects such as
OM352 engine maintenance, OM352 parts

availability, and the engine's overall performance
characteristics.

Introduction: The Legacy of the
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OM352
Introduced in the late 1960s, the Mercedes-Benz OM352
quickly established itself as a dependable and powerful
workhorse. Its in-line six-cylinder design, coupled with
robust construction, resulted in an engine capable of
withstanding demanding operating conditions. The
OM352's success stemmed from a combination of

factors, including its relatively simple design (making
maintenance straightforward), its high torque output,

and its impressive fuel efficiency for its era. This engine
became synonymous with reliability, a key factor in its

widespread adoption across various industries.

Benefits of the Mercedes OM352
Diesel Engine

The OM352 boasts several key advantages that
contributed to its lasting popularity:

Exceptional Durability: Built to withstand heavy
loads and continuous operation, the OM352 was

known for its resilience and long lifespan. Its
robust construction minimized the risk of

premature failure, even under harsh conditions.
This durability translated into lower long-term

ownership costs.

High Torque Output: The OM352 delivered
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substantial torque, making it ideal for applications
requiring significant pulling power, such as heavy-
duty trucks and buses. This high torque, even at

low RPMs, proved invaluable in challenging
terrains and heavy-load situations.

Relatively Simple Design: Compared to more
modern engines, the OM352 featured a relatively
simple design. This simplified maintenance and

repair procedures, reducing downtime and
lowering maintenance expenses. The ease of

access to components further enhanced
serviceability.

Fuel Efficiency (for its time): While modern
engines boast significantly better fuel economy,
the OM352 offered respectable fuel efficiency for

its era. Its design optimized fuel combustion,
contributing to lower operating costs compared to

some of its contemporaries.

Wide Parts Availability: Even decades after its
production ceased, finding replacement parts for
the OM352 remains relatively straightforward. A
vast aftermarket network ensures the continued

availability of components, facilitating repairs and
maintenance.
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Usage and Applications of the
OM352

The versatility of the OM352 is evident in its diverse
range of applications. This engine powered a wide

variety of vehicles, including:

Heavy-Duty Trucks: The OM352 was a popular
choice for long-haul trucking applications, its high

torque and reliability making it well-suited for
demanding transport tasks.

Buses: Numerous bus models, both city and
intercity, incorporated the OM352 engine. Its
robust nature and power output were well-

matched to the demands of passenger transport.

Construction Equipment: Some construction
machinery also utilized the OM352's power and
reliability, benefiting from its ability to withstand

challenging environments and heavy loads.

Marine Applications: The OM352 also saw use in
some marine applications, demonstrating its

adaptability and robustness in diverse operating
conditions.

OM352 Engine Maintenance and



Mercedes Om352 Diesel Engine

Mercedes Om352 Diesel Engine
5

Considerations
Maintaining an OM352 engine involves adhering to a

regular maintenance schedule. This includes:

Regular Oil Changes: Using the recommended
oil type and changing it at the specified intervals

is crucial for engine longevity.

Filter Replacements: Replacing air, fuel, and oil
filters as recommended prevents contaminants

from damaging internal engine components.

Cooling System Checks: Regularly checking the
coolant level and ensuring the cooling system is

functioning correctly prevents overheating.

Fuel System Maintenance: Maintaining a clean
fuel system is crucial to prevent fuel-related

issues.

Timing Chain Inspection: While the OM352 uses
a robust timing chain, periodic inspections are

advisable to identify potential wear or issues early
on.

Conclusion: An Enduring Legacy
The Mercedes-Benz OM352 diesel engine stands as a

testament to robust engineering and reliable design. Its
enduring popularity stems from a combination of
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factors, including its exceptional durability, high torque
output, relatively straightforward maintenance, and

wide-ranging applications. While newer, more
technologically advanced engines have since replaced

it, the OM352's legacy continues through its vast
presence in the used vehicle market and the ongoing

availability of parts. It serves as a reminder of a simpler
time in engine technology, where durability and

reliability were paramount.

FAQ: Mercedes OM352 Diesel
Engine

Q1: What is the typical lifespan of an OM352
engine?

A1: With proper maintenance, an OM352 engine can
easily exceed 500,000 kilometers (300,000 miles) or

more. However, this depends heavily on the operating
conditions, maintenance schedule, and the overall care

given to the engine.

Q2: What type of fuel does the OM352 use?

A2: The OM352 is designed to run on diesel fuel. Using
the correct fuel grade is crucial for optimal performance

and longevity.

Q3: Are parts for the OM352 still readily
available?
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A3: Yes, due to its widespread use, a significant
aftermarket network supports the OM352. Finding

replacement parts is generally not difficult, although the
cost may vary depending on the specific component.

Q4: What are some common problems
encountered with the OM352?

A4: Common issues can include wear and tear on
components like the fuel injectors, turbocharger, and

seals. Regular maintenance helps minimize the
likelihood of these problems. Overheating, due to
cooling system failures, is another potential issue.

Q5: How does the OM352 compare to modern
diesel engines?

A5: Modern diesel engines are generally more fuel-
efficient, cleaner-burning, and incorporate advanced

technologies for emission control. However, the OM352's
robust construction and simplicity still make it a reliable
choice for applications where simplicity and durability

are prioritized.

Q6: What is the power output of the OM352
engine?

A6: The power output of the OM352 varied slightly
depending on the specific application and tuning, but

typically ranged from approximately 130 to 160
horsepower.
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Q7: Is the OM352 engine suitable for all
applications?

A7: While highly versatile, the OM352 may not be
suitable for all modern applications that demand higher
fuel efficiency and lower emissions. It's best suited for

applications where ruggedness and reliability are
paramount.

Q8: Where can I find a mechanic specializing in
OM352 engines?

A8: Many independent garages and specialist workshops
with experience in classic or heavy-duty vehicles will be

familiar with the OM352. Online searches, contacting
local truck repair shops, or consulting with classic
vehicle clubs can help locate a suitable mechanic.

The Mercedes-Benz OM352 Diesel
Engine: A comprehensive
Examination of a iconic

Powerplant
The Mercedes-Benz OM352 diesel engine represents a
crucial chapter in the evolution of heavy-duty diesel
power. This reliable inline-six engine, produced from

around 1969 to 1987, propelled countless trucks, buses,
and even some marine uses worldwide. Its enduring

popularity stems from a blend of factors, including its



Mercedes Om352 Diesel Engine

Mercedes Om352 Diesel Engine
9

outstanding strength, serviceability, and surprisingly
productive fuel consumption. This article will delve
thoroughly into the design, purposes, and enduring

impact of the OM352, offering a comprehensive look at
this engineering marvel.

Design and Features:

The OM352 is a inline-six engine with a displacement
ranging from 5.7 to 6.8 liters, depending on the specific
model. Its design features many progressive features for
its time, contributing to its durability. The engine uses a

pre-chamber combustion system, understood for its
smooth operation and relatively low noise levels

compared to direct-injection approaches of the era. This
system additionally helped mitigate emissions, a

expanding concern even back then.

The cylinder block and head are constructed from
durable cast iron, ensuring exceptional durability and
resistance to degradation. The crankshaft is a sturdy

forged-steel component, designed to handle the intense
torques produced by the engine. The rods are also

sturdily built, in addition boosting the engine's general
strength and durability. The system is a full-pressure

design, ensuring ample lubrication to all critical
components, even under rigorous operating

circumstances.

Applications and Capabilities:
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The OM352's versatility is a testament to its reliable
design. It discovered widespread employment in a

variety of heavy-weight vehicles, including:

Trucks: The OM352 propelled numerous
Mercedes-Benz truck models, often utilized for

long-distance transportation and significant load
applications.

Buses: Its might and rotational force made it a
popular choice for city and intercity buses,

ensuring trustworthy performance even under
substantial weight and frequent stops.

Marine implementations: Adapted versions of
the OM352 provided trustworthy power for various

marine vessels, demonstrating its flexibility to
different environments.

The engine's performance differed relying on the
specific model and calibration. However, generally, it

delivered significant torque at lower rpm, making it ideal
for heavy-duty uses requiring strong pulling power. Its
comparatively high productivity also assisted to keep

operating costs low.

Maintenance and Servicing:

The OM352 is renowned for its serviceability. Many
components are readily accessible, making routine

servicing tasks reasonably straightforward. The engine's
robust design also leads to its longevity. Regular oil
changes, filter replacements, and examinations are
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crucial for maintaining optimal power and extending the
engine's durability.

Conclusion:

The Mercedes-Benz OM352 diesel engine stays a crucial
achievement in diesel engine engineering. Its durable
design, versatility, and serviceability contributed to its

widespread adoption and perpetual legacy. Even today,
many OM352 engines are still in service, a testament to
their exceptional longevity and engineering excellence.

Its impact on the advancement of heavy-duty diesel
design is unquestionable.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. What is the typical lifespan of an OM352
engine? With proper upkeep, an OM352 engine can

simply last for hundreds of thousands of miles of
service.

2. Are parts for the OM352 still readily available?
While it's an older engine, many parts are still available

from specialists and digital marketplaces.

3. How does the OM352 compare to modern diesel
engines? While less productive in terms of fuel usage

and emissions compared to modern engines, the
OM352's durability and straightforwardness are still

highly valued.
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4. What are some common issues with the OM352?
Common issues include wear and tear on components,
particularly the fuel injection and lubrication system.

Regular servicing can lessen these issues.
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