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1986-1989 Jaguar XJ6
XJ40 Parts: Original
Components for XJ40,
Daimler Sovereign, and
Vanden Plas
The Jaguar XJ40, launched in 1986, represented a
significant departure for the marque, introducing a
more modern design language and numerous
technological advancements. This article delves into the
world of original 1986-1989 Jaguar XJ6 XJ40 parts,
specifically addressing the needs of owners of the XJ6,
Daimler Sovereign, and Vanden Plas models. Finding
genuine parts for these classic Jaguars is crucial for
maintaining their value and ensuring their continued
smooth operation. We'll explore sourcing these parts,
their importance, and common issues related to their
procurement.

Sourcing Original Jaguar XJ40
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Parts: A Collector's Quest
Obtaining original Jaguar XJ40 parts for these
prestigious models—the XJ6, Daimler Sovereign, and
Vanden Plas—presents a unique challenge. While some
parts might still be available from Jaguar dealers, many
are now discontinued or only available through
specialist suppliers and online marketplaces. This
scarcity contributes to the allure and exclusivity of
these vehicles, but it also underscores the importance
of careful planning and research.

### Locating Genuine Parts

Several avenues exist for locating the coveted original
Jaguar parts:

Jaguar Heritage Parts: Jaguar Land Rover
offers a heritage parts program, offering a
significant number of original parts for older
models. However, availability is variable and
some parts might be exceptionally expensive or
simply unavailable.
Independent Specialists: Numerous
independent specialists in classic Jaguar parts
have emerged. These businesses often stock a
wide range of used and sometimes even new old
stock (NOS) components. Research is crucial
here; always verify the supplier's reputation and
check for guarantees.
Online Marketplaces: Websites such as eBay,
specialized car parts forums, and online
classifieds can be treasure troves of hard-to-find
XJ40 parts. However, exercise caution and
thoroughly vet sellers before making a purchase.
Inspect photos carefully and ask detailed
questions about the condition of the parts.
Jaguar Clubs and Forums: Connecting with
fellow Jaguar enthusiasts through online forums
and clubs can be invaluable. Owners frequently
share information on part sourcing, reputable
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suppliers, and even offer parts from their own
collections.

### Identifying Genuine Parts

Distinguishing genuine Jaguar XJ40 parts from
replicas or inferior replacements is crucial. Look for the
Jaguar logo or part number clearly marked on the
component. Examine the part's quality – genuine parts
usually exhibit superior craftsmanship, materials, and
fitment compared to aftermarket substitutes. For
particularly crucial parts such as the engine
management system or the braking system, investing
in original parts is a priority for safety and reliability.

The Importance of Original Parts
for XJ6, Daimler Sovereign, and
Vanden Plas Models
Using original parts offers several compelling
advantages for maintaining your classic Jaguar.

### Maintaining Authenticity

Maintaining the authenticity of your classic Jaguar is a
priority for many owners. Fitting original parts helps
retain the vehicle's original specifications and enhances
its value for collectors and enthusiasts. Using original
parts ensures the car remains as close to the
manufacturer's intended design as possible.

### Optimal Performance and Reliability

Original Jaguar XJ40 parts are engineered specifically
for the vehicle's design and specifications. Using them
helps guarantee optimal performance, reliability, and
longevity compared to aftermarket substitutes that may
not meet the same quality standards. This is especially
crucial for safety-critical systems like braking and
steering.
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### Enhanced Value

Preserving the originality of your Jaguar significantly
impacts its resale value. Collectors highly value
vehicles maintained to their original specifications,
using genuine parts. The investment in original parts
will be reflected in a higher resale price compared to a
vehicle restored with aftermarket components.

Common Parts Requiring
Attention in 1986-1989 Jaguar
XJ40 Models
Several parts are known to require attention in
1986-1989 Jaguar XJ40 models, including the XJ6,
Daimler Sovereign, and Vanden Plas:

Suspension Components: Bushings, ball joints,
and shock absorbers often wear out over time.
Replacing them with genuine parts ensures a
comfortable and safe ride.
Electrical Components: The electrical system in
the XJ40 can be prone to issues. Finding original
relays, switches, and wiring harnesses can be
challenging but crucial for reliable operation. This
includes the infamous Lucas electrics, known for
their sometimes-temperamental nature.
Engine Components: As with any older vehicle,
engine components can wear out. Original
gaskets, seals, and other engine components are
essential for maintaining the engine's
performance and preventing leaks.
Interior Trim: Finding original interior trim
pieces, such as door cards, carpets, and
headliners, can be particularly difficult. These
components significantly influence the car's
overall aesthetic appeal.

Finding these original components requires diligent
searching and a readiness to spend more than for
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inferior aftermarket alternatives.

Conclusion: Preserving a Legacy
Maintaining a classic 1986-1989 Jaguar XJ6, Daimler
Sovereign, or Vanden Plas is a rewarding endeavor.
Investing in original parts plays a crucial role in
preserving these elegant automobiles and ensuring
their continued enjoyment for years to come. The effort
required to source these parts is compensated by the
satisfaction of owning a vehicle meticulously restored to
its original specifications, and the increased value this
dedication brings. The search for original parts is a
journey in itself, one that connects enthusiasts with the
history and heritage of this iconic marque.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a parts catalog for my 1987
Jaguar Daimler Sovereign?

A1: Jaguar Heritage Parts is a good starting point, but
for a specific Daimler Sovereign, you may need to
consult independent parts specialists or online forums
specializing in classic Jaguars. Many independent
suppliers have extensive catalogs of used and NOS
parts. You might also find useful information within
Jaguar enthusiast clubs and online forums.

Q2: Are aftermarket parts acceptable for my
XJ40?

A2: While aftermarket parts can be more readily
available and often cheaper, they may not always meet
the same quality standards as original parts. For safety-
critical components, it's strongly recommended to use
original parts. For less critical components, aftermarket
parts can be a viable option, but always research the
supplier’s reputation and product quality carefully.

Q3: How can I determine if a part is genuine
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Jaguar?

A3: Genuine Jaguar parts usually bear the Jaguar logo or
part number clearly stamped or etched on them.
Compare the part's quality to images of known genuine
parts; genuine parts often exhibit superior
craftsmanship and materials.

Q4: What is the significance of finding "NOS"
parts?

A4: "NOS" stands for "New Old Stock." These are
genuine Jaguar parts that were manufactured originally
but remained unused in storage. They represent the
highest quality available and are particularly sought
after by enthusiasts due to their untouched condition.

Q5: Is it difficult to find parts for the Vanden Plas
compared to the XJ6?

A5: While the Vanden Plas shares many parts with the
XJ6, some trim pieces and luxury features might be
more difficult to source due to their limited production
numbers. This highlights the importance of thorough
research when searching for parts specific to the
Vanden Plas.

Q6: What are some common problems I should
anticipate when sourcing parts for my 1989
Jaguar XJ6?

A6: Expect challenges in locating some parts due to
their age and discontinued status. Be prepared to pay a
premium for original components, especially those in
good condition. Also, carefully inspect any used parts
for wear and tear before purchasing.

Q7: How can I prevent parts from wearing out
prematurely?

A7: Regular maintenance and servicing are essential.
This includes timely oil changes, inspections of
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suspension components, and addressing any electrical
issues promptly. Avoiding aggressive driving and
maintaining proper tire pressure also extend the
lifespan of many parts.

Q8: Are there any online resources dedicated to
Jaguar XJ40 parts?

A8: Yes, several online forums, discussion groups, and
specialized websites cater specifically to Jaguar XJ40
owners and enthusiasts. These communities are
valuable resources for finding parts, advice, and
support. Searching for "Jaguar XJ40 forums" or "Jaguar
XJ40 parts" online will reveal a range of useful
resources.

The Enduring Allure: Sourcing
Original Parts for the Jaguar XJ6
XJ40 (1986-1989), Daimler
Sovereign, and Vanden Plas
The Jaguar XJ6 XJ40, produced between 1986 and 1989,
stands as a classic example of British automotive
design. This generation, along with its luxurious
siblings, the Daimler Sovereign and Vanden Plas,
remains to captivate enthusiasts worldwide. However,
the quest for original parts for these automobiles can
be a arduous but ultimately rewarding endeavor. This
article investigates the subtleties of sourcing these rare
components, offering guidance and wisdom to assist
you on your path to restoring these splendid machines.

The XJ40 platform, while groundbreaking for its time,
employed a number of parts that have become
increasingly uncommon. This infrequency is
exacerbated by the years of the cars, the effects of
time and wear on authentic parts, and the mere fact
that several parts were produced in limited quantities.

This scenario offers a unique set of obstacles for owners
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looking for to maintain their XJ40s, Daimlers, and
Vanden Plas automobiles to manufacturer
specifications. Locating these hard-to-find components
requires a combination of patience, cleverness, and
careful research.

Key Avenues for Sourcing Original Parts:

Specialist Jaguar Parts Suppliers: These
companies specialize in providing genuine and
remanufactured parts for classic Jaguars. They
often have links to extensive inventories and
networks of providers. Exploring these suppliers
is a crucial first step.

Online Marketplaces and Forums: Numerous
online platforms serve specifically to classic car
enthusiasts. These places often have areas
dedicated to Jaguar parts, permitting buyers and
sellers to connect directly. Participating in
relevant online forums can also offer valuable
advice from knowledgeable owners and experts.

Jaguar Heritage Parts: Jaguar itself provides a
range of original parts, although availability can
differ significantly. Contacting directly with
Jaguar's heritage parts department is advisable,
even if the part is not listed on their online
inventory.

Scrap Yards and Dismantlers: Whilst this
alternative requires careful evaluation to ensure
the part's condition, it can be a cost-effective
method of discovering rare components. Careful
inspection is paramount to deter acquiring a
faulty part.

Private Sellers and Collections: Connecting
with private enthusiasts of classic Jaguars can
produce valuable leads on hard-to-find parts.
Attending classic car events and becoming a
member of related clubs can facilitate these
connections.
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Challenges and Considerations:

The pursuit for original parts for the XJ40, Daimler
Sovereign, and Vanden Plas provides a distinct set of
difficulties. Expense can be a significant factor, with
some parts attracting high prices due to their rarity.
State is another crucial factor, as numerous original
parts will have experienced wear over time.
Authenticity should also be carefully verified to avoid
counterfeit or inferior parts.

Conclusion:

Sourcing original parts for the 1986-1989 Jaguar XJ6
XJ40, Daimler Sovereign, and Vanden Plas requires
perseverance and cleverness. However, the reward of
preserving these legendary automobiles to their former
glory is significant. By employing the techniques
presented above, and by demonstrating perseverance,
enthusiasts can effectively locate the pieces they need
to keep these stunning machines on the road for years
to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I find a reliable parts supplier for
my Daimler Sovereign?

A1: Start by researching specialist Jaguar parts
suppliers online. Many also specialize in Daimler parts,
as they share the same platform. Online forums
dedicated to classic Jaguars and Daimlers can also
provide recommendations.

Q2: How can I verify the authenticity of a used
part?

A2: Carefully inspect the part for markings, casting
numbers, and any identifying features. Compare these
to a parts catalogue or online database. Ask the seller
for provenance information.
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Q3: Are remanufactured parts a viable
alternative to original parts?

A3: Yes, often remanufactured parts offer a cost-
effective and reliable alternative, especially for
commonly worn components. Choose reputable
suppliers with a proven track record.

Q4: What should I do if I can't find an original
part?

A4: Explore options such as having a part fabricated,
using a suitable alternative from a different model, or
considering high-quality aftermarket alternatives.
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