Study Guide For Sense And Sensibility

A Comprehensive Study Guide for Sense
and Sensibility

Jane Austen's *Sense and Sensibility*, a cornerstone of English literature, offers a
captivating exploration of love, family, and societal expectations. This study guide will
equip you with the tools to delve deeper into this beloved novel, unlocking its complexities
and appreciating its enduring relevance. We'll explore key themes, character analysis,
important quotes, and contextual information to provide a thorough understanding of
Austen's masterpiece. This guide will cover critical analysis, plot summaries, and even
provide tips for essay writing, making it a valuable resource for students and casual readers
alike.



Study Guide For Sense And Sensibility

Understanding the Narrative: Plot Summary and Key
Themes

*Sense and Sensibility* follows the intertwined lives of Elinor and Marianne Dashwood, two
sisters with contrasting personalities. Elinor embodies "sense," characterized by her
rationality, self-control, and adherence to social decorum. Marianne, on the other hand,
represents "sensibility," displaying intense emotions, romantic idealism, and a tendency
towards impulsive behavior. The novel masterfully contrasts these approaches to life,
exploring the consequences of both. This juxtaposition forms the core of the novel's central
theme: the balance between reason and emotion.

Key Themes: The novel grapples with several interwoven themes, providing ample
material for analysis and discussion. These include:

e Love and Marriage: The pursuit of love and the complexities of marriage within the
constraints of 19th-century society are central. Austen critiques the societal
pressures influencing marital decisions, exposing the economic and social realities
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impacting women's choices.

e Class and Social Status: The novel acutely depicts the social hierarchy of Austen's
time and its implications for the Dashwood sisters. Their reduced circumstances after
their father's death highlight the precarious position of women in society, dependent
on family wealth and male patronage.

e Family Relationships: The novel explores various family dynamics, examining the
bonds of sisterhood, the complexities of step-family relationships, and the impact of
familial expectations on individual choices. The strained relationship between the
Dashwood sisters and their stepmother, Mrs. Ferrars, provides a compelling example.

* Reputation and Social Decorum: The importance of reputation and adherence to
social norms is frequently emphasized. Elinor's careful management of her emotions
and behavior demonstrates the societal pressure on women to maintain a
respectable image.

e Education and Self-Improvement: The novel subtly suggests the importance of
education and self-improvement, both in terms of intellectual pursuits and emotional
intelligence. Elinor's ability to manage her feelings reflects a type of self-awareness
and emotional maturity.
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Character Analysis: Delving into the Depths

A significant portion of a *Sense and Sensibility* study guide should be dedicated to in-
depth character analysis. This is crucial to understanding the novel's complexities and
themes. Key characters include:

e Elinor Dashwood: The embodiment of "sense," Elinor demonstrates remarkable
restraint and maturity in navigating difficult circumstances. Her internal struggles,
carefully concealed behind a composed exterior, make her a compelling protagonist.

e Marianne Dashwood: Marianne embodies "sensibility," allowing her emotions to
govern her actions, often leading to disappointment and pain. Her character arc
involves a gradual learning process, accepting the realities of life and moderating her
passionate nature.

» Edward Ferrars: Edward's character reflects the constraints of societal expectations
and his internal struggle between duty and desire. He is a man of good character, but
burdened by familial pressures.

e Colonel Brandon: A more mature and grounded character, Colonel Brandon
showcases a quiet dignity and genuine affection. He provides a contrast to the more
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impetuous romantic pursuits of other characters.

e Lucy Steele: Lucy acts as an antagonist, highlighting the manipulative aspects of a
character driven by social ambition. Her actions highlight the darker side of social
maneuvering.

Key Quotes and Literary Devices: Unpacking Austen's
Prose

*Sense and Sensibility* is rich with memorable quotes that encapsulate the themes and
character development. ldentifying and analyzing these key phrases can significantly
enhance your understanding. Austen skillfully employs literary devices such as:

 Irony: Austen uses irony effectively to create humor and subtly critique societal
norms. The ironic situations faced by the Dashwood sisters frequently highlight the
disparity between expectation and reality.

* Free Indirect Discourse: This technique allows the reader access to the characters'
thoughts and feelings without direct narration, creating a more intimate and
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engaging reading experience.
e Satire: The novel subtly satirizes certain aspects of society, particularly the
superficiality and social climbing found in the upper classes.

Writing Essays on *Sense and Sensibility*: Guidance
and Structure

A crucial element of any effective study guide is the ability to support the creation of well-
structured essays. Here’s a framework:

* Choose a strong thesis statement: This statement should clearly articulate your
main argument or interpretation of the novel.

* Develop supporting evidence: Use quotes, examples from the plot, and character
analysis to support your thesis.

* Organize logically: Structure your essay with clear paragraphs, each focusing on a
specific aspect of your argument.

e Analyze, don’t summarize: Avoid simply retelling the story; instead, analyze the
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meaning and significance of events and character interactions.
» Consider different perspectives: Acknowledge and address opposing viewpoints
to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the text.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of *Sense and
Sensibility*

*Sense and Sensibility* remains a captivating read due to its relatable characters, insightful
exploration of human nature, and timeless themes. This study guide provides a framework
for a deeper engagement with the novel, encouraging critical thinking and appreciation of
Austen's masterful storytelling. By understanding the plot, characters, themes, and literary
techniques, you can fully unlock the richness and complexity of this enduring classic.
Remember to actively engage with the text, formulating your own interpretations and
engaging in discussions to enrich your understanding.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What is the main conflict in *Sense and Sensibility*?

Al: The central conflict revolves around the Dashwood sisters' struggles to navigate
societal expectations, economic hardship, and romantic entanglements. Their contrasting
approaches to life—Elinor's "sense" versus Marianne's "sensibility"—create internal and
external conflicts that drive the plot.

Q2: How does Austen use setting to enhance the narrative?

A2: Austen uses setting to reflect the characters' emotional states and social
circumstances. The idyllic countryside contrasts with the constraints of societal
expectations in town, influencing the characters' journeys and choices.

Q3: What is the significance of the title, *Sense and Sensibility*?

A3: The title reflects the central conflict within the novel, highlighting the contrasting
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personalities and approaches to life of Elinor and Marianne. It explores the balance, or lack
thereof, between reason and emotion.

Q4: Are there any feminist themes in *Sense and Sensibility*?

A4: Yes, the novel subtly critiques the limitations placed upon women in 19th-century
society. The sisters' struggles with financial dependence and limited options in marriage
highlight patriarchal constraints and the unequal power dynamics.

Q5: How does *Sense and Sensibility* reflect its historical context?

A5: The novel accurately depicts the social customs, economic realities, and class
structures of 19th-century England. This historical context profoundly impacts the
characters' lives and choices, shaping their experiences and opportunities.

Q6: What makes *Sense and Sensibility* a classic of English literature?

AG: Its enduring appeal lies in its exploration of universal themes like love, family, social
expectations, and the complexities of human nature. Austen's masterful use of language,

Study Guide For Sense And Sensibility



Study Guide For Sense And Sensibility

character development, and social commentary elevates the novel to a timeless classic.
Q7: What are some good essay topics for *Sense and Sensibility*?

A7: Possible essay topics could explore the contrast between "sense" and "sensibility," the
role of class and social status, the complexities of love and marriage, the portrayal of
women in the novel, or Austen’s use of irony and satire.

Q8: Where can I find additional resources for studying *Sense and Sensibility*?

A8: Numerous critical essays, biographies of Jane Austen, and online resources provide
further insights. University libraries, online databases (like JSTOR), and reputable literary
websites offer valuable supplementary material.

A Comprehensive Study Guide for Jane Austen's
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*Sense and Sensibility*

Jane Austen's *Sense and Sensibility*, a delightful novel of manners, offers a rich
exploration of love, family, and societal pressures in 19th-century England. This study guide
aims to assist you in comprehending the novel's complexities and enjoying its timeless
appeal. We'll delve into its main themes, significant characters, and the subtle artistry of
Austen's prose .

I. Plot Summary and Key Themes:

The story focuses on the Dashwood sisters, Elinor and Marianne, contrasting characters that
define the novel's title. Elinor, the elder sister, embodies "sense," characterized by
rationality, composure, and emotional moderation. Marianne, on the other hand, is the
epitome of "sensibility," prone to passionate emotions, romantic idealism , and impulsive
behavior .

Their destinies are drastically altered when their father dies, leaving them and their mother
relatively destitute. They are forced to transfer to a smaller cottage, facing various
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difficulties in their new condition.
The novel explores several key themes:

* The nature of love and marriage: Austen investigates the varying approaches to
love, highlighting the risks of impulsive romanticism versus the benefits of reasoned
judgment. Marianne's disastrous infatuation with the charming but fickle Willoughby
compares sharply with Elinor's more measured pursuit of Edward Ferrars. The
romanticization of love is examined against the reality of societal expectations and
personal limitations.

 Social class and gender roles: The novel vividly illustrates the rigid social
hierarchy of 19th-century England and the confined options available to women. The
Dashwood sisters' difficulties to preserve their social standing after their father's
death underscore the vulnerability of women without financial independence.
Marriage becomes a method of securing social and economic stability .

e The importance of reason and restraint versus emotional expression: The
contrasting traits of Elinor and Marianne provide a compelling exploration of the
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harmony between reason and emotion. While Elinor's composure often seems severe
, it ultimately protects her from heartbreak. Marianne's impulsive behavior, however,
leads to considerable anguish. The novel doesn't promote one approach over the
other, but rather suggests the necessity of finding a harmonious synthesis.

e Family and familial relationships: Family ties are central to the narrative. The
Dashwood family's connection is strained by economic hardship and conflicting
values . The novel also investigates the nuances of other family dynamics, such as
the intricate relationships within the Ferrars and Willoughby families.

Il. Character Analysis:

Analyzing the characters is vital to grasping the novel's themes. Each character serves as a
embodiment of specific values and principles . Careful consideration should be given to:

* Elinor Dashwood: Her sense is not coldness but rather a mature understanding of
social conventions and emotional restraint .

e Marianne Dashwood: Her sensibility, while attractive in its passion , ultimately
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proves harmful .

e Edward Ferrars: His internal conflict between duty and desire reflects the novel's
central tension between sense and sensibility.

e Colonel Brandon: He embodies maturity , loyalty , and a quiet, steady love.

e Willoughby: He symbolizes the dangers of fleeting charm and irresponsible
behavior.

lll. Austen's Writing Style:

Austen's prose is both elegant and delicate . Her use of irony, wit, and social commentary
enriches the narrative. Pay attention to:

* Irony: Austen masterfully employs irony to expose the hypocrisy and inconsistencies
within society.

* Free indirect discourse: This narrative technique allows the reader to understand
the characters' thoughts and feelings without explicit narration.
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IV. Practical Implementation for Study:

This study guide is best used as a structure for your reading. Engage with the text actively:

* Annotate: Make notes in the margins, highlighting significant passages and
interpreting character motivations.

e Discuss: Share your interpretations and insights with others through debates.

* Research: Explore the historical context of the novel, including social conventions
and class structures.

V. Conclusion:

*Sense and Sensibility* remains a engaging and relevant novel because of its examination
of universal themes. By comprehending the interplay of "sense" and "sensibility" within the
characters and their relationships, we gain insightful insights on love, family, and the

human condition. This study guide provides a basis for a richer engagement with Austen's
masterpiece .
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. What is the main conflict in *Sense and Sensibility*? The main conflict revolves
around the contrasting approaches to love and life exemplified by Elinor and Marianne, and
the challenges they face navigating societal expectations and personal desires.

2. What is the significance of the title? The title highlights the central theme of the
novel: the contrasting values of reason and emotional expression, embodied by Elinor and
Marianne respectively.

3. What makes *Sense and Sensibility* a lasting classic? Its exploration of universal
themes - love, family, societal pressures - combined with Austen's witty and insightful
writing style, ensures its enduring appeal across generations.

4. What are some key symbols in the novel? The landscape, particularly the contrast
between the Dashwood's humble cottage and the grand estates, acts as a symbol of their
changing fortunes and social standing. Iliness is also a recurring symbol, representing
emotional and physical suffering.
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