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Counting by 7s: Exploring Holly
Goldberg Sloan's Quirky
Coming-of-Age Novel
Holly Goldberg Sloan's *Counting by 7s* is more than just a children's
novel; it's a poignant exploration of unconventional family structures,
the power of resilience, and the unexpected beauty found in embracing
one's unique perspective. This article delves into the narrative,
exploring its themes, characters, and lasting impact, while also
considering its educational value and its implications for understanding
neurodiversity. Keywords like neurodiversity in children's
literature, family dynamics in *Counting by 7s*, Will's unique
perspective, character development in *Counting by 7s*, and
themes of resilience in literature will be woven throughout.

Introduction: A World Seen Through a
Different Lens
*Counting by 7s* introduces us to Will, a twelve-year-old boy with an
exceptional memory and a fascination for classifying everything. He
counts by sevens, a seemingly odd habit that reflects his unique way of
perceiving the world. His life is irrevocably altered when a tragic
accident leaves him grappling with loss and the disintegration of his
family structure. The novel's strength lies not only in its captivating plot
but also in its exploration of complex emotional landscapes and its
unflinching portrayal of a child navigating a world that doesn't always
understand him.
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Will's Unique Perspective: Understanding
Neurodiversity
Will's perspective, heavily influenced by his peculiar way of thinking
and his exceptional memory, is central to the novel. He sees patterns
and connections that others miss. He organizes his world using
meticulous systems and lists, highlighting his unique cognitive abilities.
This is where the theme of neurodiversity in children's literature
becomes crucial. Goldberg Sloan subtly yet effectively portrays Will's
possible autistic traits without explicit labeling, making the novel
accessible and relatable to a wide audience. His struggles with social
interaction and his intense focus on his interests are portrayed with
empathy and understanding, offering readers a valuable insight into the
challenges and strengths associated with neurodiversity. The novel
effectively challenges stereotypes and promotes acceptance and
inclusivity.

Family Dynamics and the Search for
Belonging: Analyzing Relationships in
*Counting by 7s*
The novel explores the multifaceted nature of family, moving beyond
the traditional nuclear family model. Will's parents, though loving,
struggle to understand and support him effectively. The accident that
precipitates the narrative highlights the fragility of family bonds and
the need for resilience. Through his relationships with his new foster
family, the novel underscores the importance of found families and the
power of human connection in overcoming adversity. This exploration
of family dynamics in *Counting by 7s* is particularly poignant,
showcasing how different forms of support can shape a child's
development and sense of belonging. The novel demonstrates that
"family" isn't defined by blood, but rather by love, acceptance, and
mutual support.

Character Development and Growth:
Embracing Resilience
One of the novel's greatest strengths is the remarkable growth and
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resilience Will demonstrates throughout the narrative. He isn't merely a
victim of circumstance; he actively works to overcome his challenges
and to create a life that fits his needs. We see this evolution through his
relationships with the various characters he encounters. His
relationships with Mai, a kindred spirit, and the unlikely but deeply
caring family who take him in, help him learn to trust, to rely on others,
and to find his place in the world. This focus on character
development in *Counting by 7s* is what makes the story so
enduringly compelling. Will's journey shows readers the transformative
power of self-acceptance, support, and finding one's own path.

Themes of Resilience and the Power of
Acceptance: A Deeper Dive
The overarching theme of resilience in literature shines brightly in
*Counting by 7s*. Will's ability to adapt, to learn, and to continue to
find joy amidst immense personal loss is inspirational. Furthermore, the
novel subtly encourages empathy and understanding towards
individuals who think differently. The unique way Goldberg Sloan
presents Will’s perspective, through his meticulously recorded
observations and his fascination with lists, doesn't condescend but
instead paints a vibrant picture of his inner world. This emphasis on
acceptance is a significant takeaway, promoting a message of
inclusivity and compassion that extends far beyond the pages of the
book. This resonates powerfully with the increasingly prevalent
discussions surrounding neurodiversity and the need for greater
understanding within our societies.

Conclusion: A Lasting Impact
*Counting by 7s* is a powerful and moving novel that resonates with
readers of all ages. It's a story about loss and grief, but also about
finding beauty in unexpected places and the resilience of the human
spirit. It successfully introduces readers to the world of neurodiversity
with sensitivity and accuracy, promoting acceptance and
understanding. The novel's memorable characters, compelling plot, and
insightful exploration of complex themes make it a truly valuable
addition to both children's literature and contemporary discussions on
inclusivity and understanding different perspectives. The lasting impact
of the story lies in its ability to foster empathy, promoting compassion
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and celebrating the unique strengths of individuals who think
differently.

FAQ: Addressing Common Questions about
*Counting by 7s*
Q1: What is the main theme of *Counting by 7s*?

A1: The main theme revolves around resilience and adaptation in the
face of loss and adversity. It also explores the importance of
understanding and celebrating neurodiversity, challenging societal
norms and stereotypes. The novel emphasizes the transformative power
of found families and the significance of human connection in shaping
identity and well-being.

Q2: Is *Counting by 7s* suitable for all age groups?

A2: While marketed towards middle-grade readers, *Counting by 7s*
can resonate with readers of all ages. The themes of loss, grief, and the
search for belonging are universal experiences that transcend age
boundaries. The novel's mature exploration of complex emotions might
be particularly engaging for older readers who can appreciate the
nuanced character development and deeper thematic layers.

Q3: What makes Will's character so compelling?

A3: Will's compelling nature stems from his unique perspective and his
unwavering determination to understand and organize the world
around him. His exceptional memory and systematic approach to life,
while initially perceived as eccentricities, ultimately highlight his
strength and resilience. His intellectual curiosity, paired with his
vulnerability and emotional growth, make him a relatable and
endearing protagonist.

Q4: How does the novel portray neurodiversity?

A4: The novel portrays neurodiversity subtly and with sensitivity. Will's
characteristics – his meticulous organization, his intense focus, and his
challenges with social interaction – align with traits often associated
with autism spectrum disorder. However, the book avoids explicit
labeling, instead allowing readers to infer and relate to Will's
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experiences based on his actions and perspectives. This approach
promotes empathy and understanding without resorting to
stereotyping.

Q5: What are some of the key messages of the book?

A5: Key messages include the importance of empathy, understanding,
and celebrating differences. It emphasizes the power of resilience in
overcoming adversity, the transformative nature of human connection,
and the significance of finding one's place in the world, even when it's
different from what is expected. It highlights the value of found families
and the enduring strength of human bonds.

Q6: What is the significance of "counting by 7s"?

A6: "Counting by 7s" serves as a metaphor for Will's unique way of
perceiving and organizing the world. It reflects his methodical mind
and his ability to find patterns and order even in chaotic situations. It
becomes a symbolic representation of his distinct thought process and
his personal coping mechanisms.

Q7: How does the novel promote inclusivity?

A7: The novel promotes inclusivity by centering the narrative on a
character with unique cognitive abilities and showcasing his journey
toward self-acceptance and belonging. It normalizes different ways of
thinking and encourages readers to challenge their assumptions and
biases regarding neurodiversity. By avoiding pathologizing Will's traits,
it fosters empathy and understanding, creating a space for celebrating
individual differences.

Q8: What are some ways this book can be used in an educational
setting?

A8: *Counting by 7s* is a valuable tool for promoting discussions on
neurodiversity, resilience, and family dynamics in classrooms. It can
spark conversations about empathy, understanding, and the importance
of inclusivity. The novel's complex themes can be used to develop
critical thinking skills and promote emotional literacy among students.
It can also serve as a springboard for exploring different literary styles
and character analysis techniques.
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Counting by 7s: An In-Depth Exploration of Holly Goldberg Sloan's
SQTTYFO

Delving into Holly Goldberg Sloan's captivating novel, "Counting by 7s,"
presents a unique opportunity to explore simply the quantitative
concept of counting by sevens, but also the broader ideas of
relationships, bereavement, self-understanding, and discovering your
position in the cosmos. This intriguing tale traces the voyage of Willow
Chance, a gifted twelve-year-old with a passion for mathematics and a
intense grasp of the natural world.

The novel's core image is the act of counting by sevens, which serves as
both a real and a figurative tool. Literally, Willow uses this method to
arrange her thoughts and to manage with the traumatic event of her
parents' sudden deaths. The recurring action provides her with a sense
of order in a turbulent situation. The act itself transforms into a routine
relief, a means of centering herself.

Metaphorically, counting by sevens represents Willow's peculiar
viewpoint on the world. She perceives patterns and associations where
others may not. Just as the sequence of numbers follows a regular
order, Willow's mind operates in a likewise organized manner, enabling
her to comprehend intricate concepts and make important deductions.
Her capacity to recognize these patterns parallels her ability to relate
with others on a more significant plane.

The book examines the effect of loss on a child's growth. Willow's
behavior is unique, highlighting the value of flexibility and the strength
of perseverance. The narrative also challenges traditional ideas of
family and community. Willow's journey shows the various ways in
which individuals can find support and belonging in unforeseen places.

Goldberg Sloan’s writing is both readable and deep. She masterfully
intertwines intricate ideas into a compelling tale that is suitable for
young readers. The individuals are well-developed, each with their own
distinct characteristics and motivations. The storyline is well-paced,
keeping the reader interested from inception to conclusion.

The moral lesson of "Counting by 7s" is one of hope and perseverance.
It shows that even in the presence of significant adversity, persons can
find power within themselves and build important bonds with others.
The novel celebrates the marvel of the organic ecosystem and the
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importance of inquisitiveness.

In conclusion, "Counting by 7s" is much more than just a children's
book. It is a poignant exploration of psychological existence,
exemplified through the particular lens of a talented youthful girl. It
offers valuable knowledge into the methods of coping with trauma, the
value of belonging, and the power of individual endurance. The
numerical motif acts as a potent symbol for organization and
significance in a sometimes chaotic cosmos.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: What is the main theme of "Counting by 7s"?

A: The main theme revolves around dealing with trauma, locating
belonging, and the value of unanticipated connections.

2. Q: What is the significance of counting by sevens in the novel?

A: It serves as both a real mechanism for Willow to manage her life and
a representation for her particular way of perceiving the world.

3. Q: What age group is this book most appropriate for?

A: It's fit for middle school readers and teenage individuals.

4. Q: What are some of the essential takeaways from the book?

A: The novel shows the value of resilience, belonging, the beauty of the
natural environment, and the capacity of unconventional connections.
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