
Airstream Argosy 22

Airstream Argosy 22: A Comprehensive Guide
to This Classic Travel Trailer
The Airstream Argosy 22, a compact yet surprisingly spacious travel trailer, occupies a unique niche
in the world of vintage and modern RVs. Its blend of classic Airstream styling with a manageable size
makes it an appealing choice for many adventurers. This guide delves into the features, benefits, and
considerations surrounding the Airstream Argosy 22, helping you decide if this iconic trailer is the
right fit for your travel style.

History and Design of the Airstream Argosy 22
The Airstream Argosy line, produced from 1970 to 1980, represents a significant period in
Airstream's history. The Argosy 22, in particular, is known for its relatively compact size, making it
suitable for navigating smaller roads and campsites while still offering comfortable living space.
Unlike its larger counterparts, the Argosy 22 often features a more streamlined design, emphasizing
functionality and ease of maneuverability. The exterior typically boasts the signature aluminum skin,
offering durability and a classic look. Many owners appreciate the retro aesthetic, making restoration
and customization popular among enthusiasts. The interior layouts varied slightly across production
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years, but consistently prioritized efficient space usage.

Airstream Argosy 22: Features and Benefits
The Airstream Argosy 22 offers several key features that contribute to its enduring appeal:

Compact Size and Maneuverability: Its smaller footprint compared to larger Airstreams
makes it easier to tow and maneuver, especially in tight spaces and on winding roads. This is a
major selling point for those who prioritize accessibility and ease of travel.
Durable Aluminum Construction: The hallmark of Airstream trailers, the aluminum body is
incredibly durable, resistant to rust and dents, and requires minimal maintenance. This
contributes significantly to the longevity of these trailers.
Classic Airstream Style: The distinctive polished aluminum exterior retains its timeless
appeal. Many owners appreciate the retro aesthetic, which often evokes a sense of nostalgia
and adventure.
Efficient Space Utilization: Despite its compact size, the Argosy 22 is surprisingly spacious,
effectively utilizing every inch of interior space. Clever design features maximize storage and
living areas.
Potential for Customization: Many Argosy 22 owners undertake restoration or
modernization projects, allowing for personalized touches and upgrades to reflect their
individual styles and needs. This aspect adds a unique layer of engagement for the owner.

Argosy 22 vs. other Airstream Models: Compared to larger Airstream models like the Overlander,
the Argosy 22 sacrifices some interior volume for enhanced maneuverability and fuel efficiency. This
trade-off is a key consideration for potential buyers.
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Using and Maintaining Your Airstream Argosy 22
Owning an Airstream Argosy 22, like any vintage RV, requires diligent maintenance and care.
Regular inspections and preventative maintenance are essential to ensure its longevity.

Regular Cleaning: The aluminum exterior requires regular washing and polishing to maintain
its shine and protect against the elements.
Sealing and Caulking: Periodically inspect and reseal any areas where caulking may have
deteriorated to prevent water damage. This is especially crucial for older models.
Appliance Maintenance: Regularly service the refrigerator, stove, and other appliances to
ensure their proper functioning. Replacement parts might require specialized sourcing.
Plumbing and Electrical Systems: Regular checks of the plumbing and electrical systems
are critical to prevent leaks and electrical issues. These systems can be complex in older
models.
Tire Rotation and Pressure: Proper tire maintenance is essential for safe towing.

Airstream Argosy 22: Challenges and Considerations
While the Argosy 22 presents many advantages, potential buyers should be aware of certain
challenges:

Age and Condition: Many Argosy 22 units are vintage models, requiring careful assessment of
their overall condition before purchase. Thorough inspections are paramount.
Finding Parts: Locating replacement parts for older models can sometimes be challenging and
more expensive.
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Maintenance Costs: Maintaining a vintage trailer can be more labor-intensive and costly than
newer models.

Conclusion
The Airstream Argosy 22 offers a compelling blend of classic design, compact size, and enduring
quality. Its manageable size and iconic style make it an attractive option for those seeking an
adventure-ready trailer. However, potential buyers must carefully consider the challenges associated
with owning a vintage RV, including maintenance requirements and the potential cost of repairs.
With proper care and maintenance, an Airstream Argosy 22 can provide years of enjoyable travel
adventures.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What is the typical towing capacity required for an Airstream Argosy 22?

A1: The exact towing capacity needed depends on the year and specific modifications of your Argosy
22. However, a truck or SUV with a towing capacity of at least 3,500 pounds is generally
recommended. Always check the trailer's GVWR (Gross Vehicle Weight Rating) and ensure your tow
vehicle exceeds that capacity.

Q2: What are the common problems encountered with Airstream Argosy 22s?

A2: Common issues include leaks (particularly around windows and seams), aging appliances, and
potential electrical problems due to the age of the wiring. Regular inspections and preventative
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maintenance are crucial.

Q3: How much does a used Airstream Argosy 22 typically cost?

A3: The price varies greatly depending on the condition, year of manufacture, and any modifications.
Expect to pay anywhere from $15,000 to $40,000 or more for a used Argosy 22, with well-maintained,
restored models commanding higher prices.

Q4: Are parts readily available for the Airstream Argosy 22?

A4: While some parts are readily available from Airstream dealers or online retailers, sourcing
certain parts for older models can be more challenging and expensive. Many owners utilize
specialized vintage Airstream parts suppliers or rely on creative solutions.

Q5: Can I renovate or customize my Airstream Argosy 22?

A5: Absolutely! Many owners undertake significant renovation projects, updating interiors,
modernizing appliances, and adding personal touches. However, always consult with knowledgeable
professionals to avoid damaging the trailer's structure or violating safety regulations.

Q6: What is the average fuel economy when towing an Airstream Argosy 22?

A6: Fuel economy will significantly depend on your tow vehicle, its engine, and driving conditions.
Expect a noticeable reduction in fuel economy compared to driving without the trailer. Careful
planning of routes and driving habits can help optimize fuel efficiency.
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Q7: How much storage space does an Airstream Argosy 22 offer?

A7: Storage space varies slightly based on the specific layout. However, most Argosy 22 models offer
a reasonable amount of storage considering their size, including cabinets, under-bed storage, and
potentially exterior storage compartments. Careful organization is key to maximizing storage
potential.

Q8: Is the Airstream Argosy 22 suitable for off-road travel?

A8: While the Argosy 22 is relatively maneuverable, it's not designed for serious off-road use. Its low
ground clearance and lack of off-road features make it unsuitable for rough terrains. Stick to paved
roads and established campgrounds.

The Airstream Argosy 22: A Retro Wanderer's Dream
The Airstream Argosy 22 occupies a unique space in the sphere of vintage travel trailers. It's not just
a vehicle; it's a expression of a lifestyle, a symbol of freedom and exploration. This small yet
surprisingly ample trailer offers a fusion of retro charm and up-to-date functionality, making it a
sought-after choice for beginner and seasoned RV enthusiasts alike. This article will delve into the
characteristics that make the Argosy 22 such a fascinating option for those seeking an exceptional
traveling journey.

A Look at the Design and Fabrication

The Argosy 22, manufactured by Airstream from approximately 1966 to 1974, boasts a characteristic
design. Its iconic aluminum shell is both lightweight and durable, enduring the challenges of the
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open road. The aerodynamic shape lessens wind resistance, improving fuel consumption for the
hauling vehicle. Inside, the configuration is surprisingly effective, optimizing space despite its petite
size. Think of it as a well-designed puzzle box where every part has its location.

Interior Amenities and Functionality

The Argosy 22's interior is a proof to clever design. While specific appointments can differ based on
the year of production, common components include a compact kitchen with a twin-burner stovetop,
a washbasin, and frequently a refrigerator. The sleeping setups typically contain a queen-size bed,
and some models feature an additional seating area that can be converted into a sleeper. Storage is
remarkably ample, leveraging overhead cabinets, under-seat storage, and often a wardrobe or closet.
The inside is usually finished with long-lasting materials that are simple to clean and maintain.

Restoration and Upgrades

Many Argosy 22 owners embark on restoration projects to bring their trailers back to their former
splendor or to upgrade them with contemporary amenities. This can range from minor mendings and
cleaning to extensive overhauls, including rewiring, plumbing replacement, and cosmetic upgrades.
The presence of parts can be a obstacle, but many online communities and specific suppliers service
the needs of Airstream enthusiasts.

The Delight of Owning an Airstream Argosy 22

The attraction of the Airstream Argosy 22 extends beyond its functional features. It's about
embracing a simpler existence, connecting with the outdoors, and creating lasting experiences. The
sense of journeying in a retro Airstream is special, evoking a feeling of nostalgia and adventure. It's a
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conversation starter, a representation of individuality, and a testament to the enduring allure of
classic design.

Conclusion

The Airstream Argosy 22 offers a attractive mixture of vintage style, functional layout, and a sense of
discovery. Whether you're a seasoned RV lover or a first-timer, the Argosy 22 promises an memorable
traveling adventure. Its compact size makes it easy to handle, while its well-designed interior
maximizes space and usability. Restoration and improvement endeavors can be fulfilling, allowing
you to customize your trailer to your individual needs and preferences. Ultimately, the Argosy 22 is
more than just a trailer; it's a lifestyle.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: How much does an Airstream Argosy 22 cost? A: The price of an Argosy 22 changes
significantly depending on its shape, version, and any modifications. Expect to spend anywhere
from a few thousand pounds for a restoration trailer to tens of thousands for a meticulously
restored example.

Q: What is the towing capacity needed for an Airstream Argosy 22? A: The needed
towing capacity depends on the version and weight of the specific trailer. It's crucial to consult
the trailer's information and confirm your towing vehicle meets or surpasses those
requirements.

Q: Are parts for the Airstream Argosy 22 easily obtainable? A: While some parts are more
straightforward to find than others, a mixture of online retailers, salvage yards, and specific
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Airstream service shops can frequently supply the necessary components.

Q: How difficult is it to maintain an Airstream Argosy 22? A: Maintenance is relative and
depends on the condition of the trailer. Regular checkup, cleaning, and avoiding maintenance
are crucial to keep it in good state. Understanding basic RV maintenance or seeking the help of
a skilled technician is suggested.
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