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The Civil PE exam presents a significant challenge for aspiring civil engineers.
Successfully navigating its complexities requires not only a deep understanding of
engineering principles but also efficient problem-solving techniques. A powerful
tool often employed by successful candidates is the HP 33s scientific calculator,
particularly for its ability to swiftly handle the *essential equations for the civil PE
exam*. This article delves into some of these crucial equations, demonstrating
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their application using the HP 33s and providing valuable strategies for
maximizing its use on exam day. We will cover key areas like *hydrology*,
*structural analysis*, and *geotechnical engineering*, highlighting the calculator's
features relevant to each.

Benefits of Using the HP 33s for the Civil PE
Exam

The HP 33s is a favored calculator among civil engineering professionals and
students due to its powerful features specifically tailored to complex calculations.
Its programmable capabilities, combined with its straightforward interface,
provide several key benefits:

e Speed and Efficiency: The HP 33s allows you to quickly solve complex
equations, saving valuable time during the exam. This is critical given the
time constraints of the PE exam.

¢ Reduced Calculation Errors: By minimizing manual calculations, you
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significantly decrease the risk of errors, ensuring accuracy in your solutions.

¢ Memory Functions: The calculator's memory functions enable you to store
intermediate results, facilitating the efficient handling of multi-step
problems. This is particularly useful for problems involving several steps,
such as those common in *hydrology calculations*.

e Programmability: Although not strictly necessary for the exam, the HP 33s
programmability allows for the creation of custom programs to handle
frequently used equations, further enhancing speed and accuracy. For
example, a program for calculating *Manning's equation* for open channel
flow can be invaluable.

¢ Solver Functionality: The HP 33s' solver function can greatly assist in
solving complex equations directly, bypassing the need for manual algebraic
manipulation. This is incredibly helpful for solving equations in *structural
analysis*, such as those involving beam deflections or stress calculations.

’
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Essential Equations and HP 33s Application:
Examples

Let's explore some essential equations frequently encountered in the Civil PE exam
and illustrate how the HP 33s simplifies their solution:

### Hydrology: Manning's Equation
Manning's equation is a fundamental equation for open channel flow calculations:
Q = (I/n) * A* R™(2/3) * §7(1/2)
Where:
e Q = Discharge
e n = Manning's roughness coefficient

e A = Cross-sectional area of flow
¢ R = Hydraulic radius

Essential Equations For The Civil Pe Exam Using The Hp 33s
4



Essential Equations For The Civil Pe Exam Using The Hp 33s

e S = Slope of the energy line

The HP 33s excels in quickly substituting values and calculating Q. Its
straightforward input method avoids errors associated with manual calculation.

##+# Structural Analysis: Bending Moment Calculation for Simply Supported
Beams

For a simply supported beam with a uniformly distributed load (UDL):
Mmax = (WL"2)/8
Where:

e Mmax = Maximum bending moment
e w = Uniformly distributed load
e L. = Length of the beam

The HP 33s allows for direct substitution, providing an instantaneous solution. This
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is especially useful when dealing with multiple load scenarios within a single
problem.

##+# Geotechnical Engineering: Shear Strength

The Mohr-Coulomb failure criterion is frequently used to determine the shear
strength of soil:

T ="'+ o'tan(o")
Where:

e T = Shear strength

c' = Effective cohesion

o' = Effective normal stress

o' = Effective angle of internal friction

The HP 33s' trigonometric functions facilitate easy calculation of shear strength,
crucial for slope stability analyses. The calculator’s memory functions are
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advantageous when multiple soil layers are involved.

Mastering the HP 33s for Exam Success:
Strategies and Tips

Successfully utilizing the HP 33s on the Civil PE exam requires practice and
familiarity. Here are some strategies to improve your proficiency:

¢ Practice with Sample Problems: Solve numerous practice problems using
the HP 33s to develop comfort and speed. This allows you to familiarize
yourself with the calculator's features and functions.

e Understand Equation Rearrangements: Practice manipulating equations
algebraically to best suit the calculator’s input methods.

¢ Utilize Memory Functions: Master the HP 33s’ memory functions to
efficiently store and retrieve intermediate results.

¢ Know Your Calculator's Limitations: Be aware of the HP 33s' limitations
and choose appropriate calculation strategies accordingly.
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Conclusion

The HP 33s is an invaluable asset for navigating the complex calculations of the
Civil PE exam. By mastering its functions and applying it strategically to *essential
equations for the civil PE exam*, you can significantly improve your speed,
accuracy, and overall performance. Remember to practice diligently, understand
the underlying engineering principles, and integrate the calculator as a tool to
enhance - not replace - your understanding.

FAQ

Q1: Can I use any calculator on the Civil PE exam?

Al: No, the allowed calculators are usually specified by the exam authorities.
Check the official guidelines carefully; the HP 33s is often permitted, but verify
this information before your exam.

Q2: Are there any limitations to using the HP 33s?
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A2: While powerful, the HP 33s is not a substitute for understanding the
engineering principles involved. It's crucial to understand the equations and their
application conceptually. Also, its memory capacity is limited; complex, multi-part
problems may require careful management of stored data.

Q3: How can I learn to program the HP 33s?

A3: The HP 33s programming capabilities can be learned through online tutorials,
the official HP documentation, and practice. Focus on creating programs for
equations you frequently use, prioritizing efficiency and clarity.

Q4: What if I make a mistake entering a value into the HP 33s?

A4: The HP 33s allows for easy correction of input errors. Review your input
before pressing the "=" button and utilize the editing functions to rectify any
mistakes.

Q5: Is it worth spending the time to learn the HP 33s' advanced functions
for the PE exam?
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A5: While mastering all its features isn’t strictly necessary, understanding its
advanced functions, such as the solver and programming features, can give you a
significant edge, especially for time-sensitive problems. The time investment is
often rewarded with increased efficiency and accuracy.

Q6: Are there any alternative calculators that are equally suitable for the
Civil PE exam?

AG6: Yes, several other calculators are allowed and frequently used, depending on
the specific exam regulations. Research approved calculators and consider your
personal preference and familiarity with different models.

Q7: How can I improve my speed and accuracy using the HP 33s during
practice?

A7: Consistent practice with sample problems is key. Focus on developing efficient
keystroke sequences and using memory functions effectively. Time yourself to
simulate exam conditions and identify areas for improvement.
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Q8: What are some common pitfalls to avoid when using the HP 33s during
the exam?

A8: Common pitfalls include entering incorrect values, forgetting to switch
between degrees and radians for trigonometric functions, and not properly
utilizing memory functions. Practice will help you minimize these errors. Always
double-check your input before calculating.

Mastering the Civil PE Exam: Essential Equations
and the HP 33s Calculator

The demanding Civil PE exam presents a substantial hurdle for aspiring
practitioners. Success hinges on extensive preparation, including a solid grasp of
key concepts and the effective use of appropriate tools. Among these tools, the HP
33s scientific calculator stands out as a robust ally, particularly due to its user-
friendly interface and capabilities perfectly suited to the exam's quantitative
demands. This article will explore the essential equations frequently encountered
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on the Civil PE exam and demonstrate how to solve them using the HP 33s.
Fundamental Equations & HP 33s Implementation:

The Civil PE exam encompasses a wide range of areas, from geotechnical
engineering to environmental engineering. However, certain basic equations
consistently surface. Let's explore some key examples and their implementation on
the HP 33s:

1. Statics & Mechanics of Materials:

e Stress (o) = Force (F) / Area (A): This elementary equation is crucial for
load analysis. On the HP 33s, simply input the force, divide by the area, and
the calculator will determine the stress. Remember to confirm consistent
units (e.g., Pascals, psi).

e Strain (¢) = Change in Length (AL) / Original Length (L): Similar to
stress calculations, this formula is readily computed on the HP 33s. Input the
change in length, divide by the original length, and the result is the strain.
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e Hooke's Law: 0 = Eg: This links stress and strain through the material's
Young's modulus (E). Solving for any parameter involves simple arithmetic
operations easily handled by the HP 33s. For instance, to find Young's
modulus, divide the stress by the strain.

2. Fluid Mechanics:

e Bernoulli's Equation: This essential equation governs the characteristics of
fluids in motion. While manipulating Bernoulli's Equation often requires
algebraic manipulation, the HP 33s facilitates the computational aspects.
Inputting specified values and solving for unknowns becomes
straightforward.

e Manning's Equation: This equation is frequently used to compute flow
rates in open channels. The HP 33s' capacity to handle exponents and roots
simplifies the calculations considerably.

3. Soil Mechanics:
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e Shear Strength (t) = ¢ + otan(¢): This formula is vital for assessing the
shear strength of soil. The HP 33s’ trigonometric functions permit
straightforward computation of shear strength, given the cohesion (c) and
friction angle (o).

e Bearing Capacity: Calculating bearing capacity for footings often involves
complex equations. The HP 33s, with its memory functions and effective
arithmetic capabilities, can handle these calculations effectively, reducing
the likelihood of errors.

4. Surveying:

e Trapezoidal Rule and Simpson's Rule: These numerical integration
methods are used in surveying for volume calculations. The HP 33s
facilitates these calculations through its iterative capabilities, minimizing the
possibility of calculation mistakes.

Tips for Using the HP 33s Effectively on the PE Exam:
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e Practice: Become comfortable yourself with the HP 33s' functions before
the exam. Exercise solving common engineering equations.

e Unit Consistency: Preserve consistent units throughout your calculations.
The HP 33s doesn't automatically convert units, so this is crucial for correct
results.

¢ Check Your Work: Always double-check your input and outcomes. Even a
small mistake can lead to a wrong answer.

¢ Programmable Functions: Consider the HP 33s' programmability. You can
store frequently used equations as programs for efficient access.

Conclusion:

The HP 33s is a invaluable asset for navigating the mathematical challenges of the
Civil PE exam. By understanding the essential equations and becoming adept with
the calculator, candidates can significantly enhance their success rate and
maximize their confidence. Recall that consistent practice and thorough

Essential Equations For The Civil Pe Exam Using The Hp 33s
15



Essential Equations For The Civil Pe Exam Using The Hp 33s

knowledge of the underlying fundamentals are equally important for exam success.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Are there any specific HP 33s functions particularly helpful for the
Civil PE exam?

Al: Yes, the HP 33s’ regression functions, logarithmic functions, and its ability to
handle radical numbers are particularly useful.

Q2: Can I bring any other calculator besides the HP 33s?

A2: The allowed calculators change depending on the jurisdiction and assessment.
Always consult the official exam rules before the exam.

Q3: Are there any online resources to help me learn how to use the HP 33s
for engineering calculations?

A3: Yes, numerous online tutorials and forums dedicated to the HP 33s and its
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applications in engineering are available.
Q4: Is the HP 33s the only calculator recommended for the Civil PE exam?

A4: No, other approved calculators may also be suitable, but the HP 33s is
frequently recommended due to its capabilities and ease of use for engineering
calculations.
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