
Suffix And Prefix
Exercises With Answers

Suffix and Prefix
Exercises with
Answers: Mastering
Word Building
Understanding prefixes and suffixes is fundamental
to improving vocabulary, reading comprehension,
and overall language proficiency. This article
provides a comprehensive guide to mastering these
essential word parts, offering a range of suffix and
prefix exercises with answers to help you build your
skills. We'll explore various types of prefixes and
suffixes, their functions, and how they impact word
meaning. This detailed guide will cover topics such
as identifying prefixes and suffixes, understanding
their meanings, and applying this knowledge to
improve your word building skills.

Introduction to Prefixes and
Suffixes
Prefixes and suffixes are affixes – word parts added
to the beginning (prefix) or end (suffix) of a root
word to modify its meaning or grammatical function.
They are crucial components of morphology, the
study of word formation. Mastering prefixes and
suffixes significantly enhances your vocabulary and
helps you decipher unfamiliar words more
effectively. This, in turn, improves reading
comprehension, writing clarity, and overall linguistic



Suffix And Prefix Exercises With Answers

Suffix And Prefix Exercises With Answers
2

aptitude.

Benefits of Learning Prefixes
and Suffixes
The benefits of learning prefixes and suffixes extend
far beyond simply expanding your vocabulary. They
offer numerous advantages, including:

Improved Reading Comprehension:
Recognizing prefixes and suffixes allows you to
quickly deduce the meaning of unfamiliar
words, leading to faster and more efficient
reading.
Enhanced Vocabulary: Learning common
prefixes and suffixes exponentially increases
your vocabulary without needing to memorize
each word individually. You can effectively
decipher the meanings of numerous words
based on their constituent parts.
Stronger Writing Skills: A solid grasp of
affixes enables you to choose more precise
and nuanced words, enriching your writing
style and clarity.
Improved Spelling: Understanding how
prefixes and suffixes function can assist in
improving spelling accuracy.
Better Test Performance: Standardized
tests often assess vocabulary and reading
comprehension, skills directly enhanced by
mastering prefixes and suffixes.

Suffix and Prefix Exercises with
Answers: A Practical Approach
Let's dive into some exercises. Remember to try
them yourself before checking the answers!

Exercise 1: Identifying Prefixes
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Identify the prefix in each word and explain how it
alters the meaning of the root word:

1. unhappy: Prefix: *un-* Meaning: The prefix "un-"
negates the meaning of the root word "happy,"
resulting in the opposite meaning – not happy.

2. rewrite: Prefix: *re-* Meaning: The prefix "re-"
indicates repetition or doing something again.

3. prepaid: Prefix: *pre-* Meaning: The prefix "pre-"
indicates something done before or in advance.

4. impossible: Prefix: *im-* Meaning: The prefix
"im-" (a variant of "in-") indicates negation or
impossibility.

5. misunderstand: Prefix: *mis-* Meaning: The
prefix "mis-" indicates something done incorrectly or
wrongly.

Exercise 2: Identifying Suffixes

Identify the suffix in each word and explain its
function:

1. quickly: Suffix: *-ly* Function: Transforms the
adjective "quick" into an adverb, modifying a verb.

2. kindness: Suffix: *-ness* Function: Transforms
the adjective "kind" into a noun, referring to a
quality or state.

3. helpful: Suffix: *-ful* Function: Transforms the
noun "help" into an adjective, describing something
that provides help.

4. worker: Suffix: *-er* Function: Transforms the
verb "work" into a noun, designating a person who
performs the action.

5. government: Suffix: *-ment* Function:
Transforms the verb "govern" into a noun, referring
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to a system or process.

Exercise 3: Prefix and Suffix Combination

Identify both the prefix and suffix in each word and
explain how they contribute to the overall meaning:

1. unbreakable: Prefix: *un-* (negation), Suffix: *-
able* (capable of). Meaning: Not capable of being
broken.

2. disappointment: Prefix: *dis-* (negation or
reversal), Suffix: *-ment* (process or result).
Meaning: The state or feeling of being disappointed.

3. predetermined: Prefix: *pre-* (before), Suffix: *-
ed* (past participle). Meaning: Decided or
established beforehand.

Common Prefixes and Suffixes:
A Quick Reference Guide
This section provides a list of commonly used
prefixes and suffixes, along with their general
meanings. Remember that the exact meaning can
subtly shift based on context.

Common Prefixes:

un-: not, opposite of
re-: again, back
pre-: before
in-/im-/il-/ir-: not, without
mis-: wrongly, badly
dis-: not, opposite of, lack of
sub-: under, below
super-: above, beyond
inter-: between, among
trans-: across, beyond

Common Suffixes:
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-ment: the action or result of
-tion/-sion: the action or state of
-able/-ible: capable of
-al/-ial: relating to
-ly: in the manner of
-ness: the state or quality of
-er/-or: one who
-ship: the state or condition of
-ful: full of
-less: without

Conclusion: Unlocking the
Power of Word Parts
Mastering prefixes and suffixes is a powerful tool for
enhancing your language skills. The exercises
provided offer a practical approach to understanding
these essential word building blocks. By consistently
practicing and applying your knowledge, you will
significantly improve your reading comprehension,
vocabulary, writing, and overall linguistic proficiency.
Remember to continue expanding your knowledge of
prefixes and suffixes, constantly challenging yourself
to identify and understand their impact on word
meaning. The more you practice, the more
effortlessly you will decode and utilize words,
unlocking the true power of language.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)
Q1: Are there any resources available to
further improve my understanding of prefixes
and suffixes?

A1: Yes, many excellent resources are available.
Online dictionaries often provide detailed
breakdowns of word etymology, including prefixes
and suffixes. Language learning websites and apps
offer interactive exercises and quizzes focused on
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prefixes and suffixes. Textbooks on morphology and
linguistics provide in-depth explanations and
analyses. Consider exploring educational websites
and apps such as Vocabulary.com, Quizlet, and
Memrise for interactive exercises.

Q2: How can I remember all the prefixes and
suffixes?

A2: Rote memorization isn't the most effective
approach. Instead, focus on understanding the
meaning and function of each affix. Create
flashcards with examples of words using each prefix
or suffix. Try to integrate learning into your everyday
life – actively look for prefixes and suffixes in your
reading material. The more you encounter them in
context, the better you'll retain them.

Q3: What if I encounter a word with a prefix or
suffix I don't recognize?

A3: Don't panic! Try to break the word down into its
component parts. Consider the root word and its
meaning. Look up the unfamiliar prefix or suffix in a
dictionary or online resource. Often, understanding
the root word and the general function of the affix
will allow you to deduce the overall meaning.

Q4: Are there any exceptions to the rules
regarding prefixes and suffixes?

A4: Yes, as with any linguistic rule, there are
exceptions. The meaning of a prefix or suffix can
sometimes be influenced by the root word or the
overall context. Some prefixes and suffixes might
have slightly different meanings depending on their
usage. Always check a dictionary or reliable linguistic
resource to confirm the meaning in a specific
context.

Q5: How can I apply this knowledge to my
writing?
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A5: By actively choosing words with specific prefixes
and suffixes, you can add precision and nuance to
your writing. For example, you can use prefixes to
negate a word, modify its intensity, or indicate a
change in its direction. Sufixes can help you change
the word class (e.g., from verb to noun) and clarify
the relationships between words in a sentence.

Q6: Is learning prefixes and suffixes helpful for
learning foreign languages?

A6: Absolutely! Many languages share common
Latin and Greek roots, and many prefixes and
suffixes are cognates (words with shared origins)
across languages. Understanding these word parts in
one language can greatly facilitate learning other
languages.

Q7: Can I use these exercises for teaching
children?

A7: Yes, these exercises can be adapted for
children. Start with simpler words and
prefixes/suffixes. Use visual aids and games to make
learning more engaging. Break down the exercises
into smaller, manageable chunks. Positive
reinforcement and encouragement are key to
successful learning.

Q8: How do prefixes and suffixes relate to
etymology?

A8: Etymology is the study of word origins. Prefixes
and suffixes are essential components of etymology,
as they often reveal a word's historical development
and its relationship to other words within a language
family. Studying prefixes and suffixes helps trace the
evolution of words over time and across languages.
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Mastering Morphology: A Deep
Dive into Suffix and Prefix
Exercises with Answers
Understanding the building blocks of language is
vital for effective communication and literacy. One
fundamental aspect of this understanding lies in
morphology – the study of word formation. This
article delves into the fascinating world of suffixes
and prefixes, offering a series of exercises with
detailed answers to help you bolster your grasp of
this critical linguistic concept. We'll investigate how
these morphemes—the smallest units of
meaning—transform word meaning and grammatical
function, providing you with the tools to become a
more skilled communicator and reader.

### Understanding Suffixes and Prefixes

Before we embark on the exercises, let's review our
understanding of suffixes and prefixes. Suffixes are
attached to the end of a root word, while prefixes are
inserted at the beginning. Both alter the original
word's meaning or grammatical role.

Suffixes: These often demonstrate grammatical
function (e.g., -ing for present participles, -ed for
past tense) or modify the word's meaning (e.g., -able
meaning "capable of," -ness meaning "state of").
Consider the word "helpful." "Help" is the root word,
and "-ful" is the suffix, modifying "help" to mean "full
of help."

Prefixes: These primarily alter the meaning of the
root word. For instance, "un-" often indicates
negation (unhappy, unfriendly), "re-" indicates
repetition (rewrite, reread), and "pre-" suggests
something that comes before (pregame,
premonition). The prefix modifies the meaning
without changing the grammatical role of the word.
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### Suffix and Prefix Exercises with Answers

The following exercises are designed to test your
understanding of suffixes and prefixes. Each exercise
is followed by a detailed answer explanation.

Exercise 1: Identify the suffix and its function
in each word.

1. Quickly

2. Happiness

3. Jumping

4. Beautiful

5. Treatment

Answers:

1. "-ly" – adverbial suffix, changing the adjective
"quick" into an adverb.

2. "-ness" – noun suffix, transforming the adjective
"happy" into a noun indicating a state of being.

3. "-ing" – present participle suffix, showing an
ongoing action.

4. "-ful" – adjective suffix, meaning "full of."

5. "-ment" – noun suffix, creating a noun from the
verb "treat."

Exercise 2: Identify the prefix and its function
in each word.

1. Unbreakable

2. Rewrite

3. Prehistoric
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4. Misunderstand

5. Submerge

Answers:

1. "un-" – negative prefix, indicating that something
is not breakable.

2. "re-" – prefix indicating repetition or doing
something again.

3. "pre-" – prefix indicating something that comes
before in time.

4. "mis-" – prefix indicating something done
incorrectly or wrongly.

5. "sub-" – prefix indicating something below or
under.

Exercise 3: Form new words by adding the
given suffix or prefix.

1. Add the suffix "-tion" to the verb "act."

2. Add the prefix "dis-" to the adjective "honest."

3. Add the suffix "-ment" to the verb "improve."

4. Add the prefix "over-" to the verb "work."

5. Add the suffix "-able" to the adjective "comfort."

Answers:

1. Action

2. Dishonest

3. Improvement

4. Overwork
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5. Comfortable

Exercise 4: Contextual Understanding

Read the following sentences and identify the
suffixes and prefixes used, explaining their impact
on the meaning of the sentences:

"The unexpected consequences of his actions were
catastrophic. He regretted his reckless behavior."

Answers:

"unforeseeable": The prefix "un-" negates the
meaning of "foreseeable," highlighting the
unexpected nature of the consequences.
"devastating": The suffix "-ing" shows the
ongoing nature of the devastation.
"regretted": The suffix "-ed" indicates the past
tense of the verb "regret."
"irresponsible": The prefix "ir-" (a variation of
"un-") negates "responsible," describing the
character of his actions.

### Practical Benefits and Implementation
Strategies

Mastering suffixes and prefixes considerably boosts
vocabulary acquisition and reading comprehension.
It lets you deduce the meaning of unfamiliar words
by breaking them down into their component parts.
This skill is essential for academic success and
effective communication.

To enhance your skills, integrate suffix and prefix
exercises into your daily routine. You can use
internet resources, workbooks, or even create your
own exercises using a dictionary. Focus on
understanding the meaning and function of each
morpheme, rather than simply memorizing lists.
Consistent practice is key to mastering this
important linguistic skill.
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### Conclusion

Suffixes and prefixes are key components of word
formation. Understanding their function allows for a
deeper appreciation of language structure and
significantly improves reading comprehension and
vocabulary. By working on the provided exercises
and continuing to explore the world of morphology,
you'll cultivate a stronger understanding of language
and become a more skilled communicator.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Are there any resources available to help
me learn more about suffixes and prefixes?

A1: Yes, numerous online resources, workbooks, and
language learning apps offer exercises and
information on suffixes and prefixes. Dictionaries
often provide etymological information, showing the
origin and development of words, including their
prefixes and suffixes.

Q2: How can I apply this knowledge in my daily
life?

A2: Understanding suffixes and prefixes aids in
reading comprehension, vocabulary building, and
effective writing. It enables you to decipher
unfamiliar words and improve your overall language
skills.

Q3: Is it necessary to memorize all suffixes and
prefixes?

A3: No, memorizing every single suffix and prefix
isn't necessary. Focus on understanding the common
ones and their functions. The ability to identify and
understand their function will help you deduce the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

Q4: How long does it take to master this skill?
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A4: Mastering suffixes and prefixes is a gradual
process. Consistent practice and engagement with
language will significantly improve your
understanding over time. There's no set timeframe,
but consistent effort yields considerable results.
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