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1987 Southwind Manual:
Your Guide to
Understanding and
Maintaining Your RV
The 1987 Southwind, a classic example of recreational
vehicles from that era, offers a unique blend of
nostalgia and functionality. However, owning and
maintaining such a vintage RV requires more than just
a love for the open road; it necessitates a thorough
understanding of its systems and components. This
comprehensive guide, focusing on the crucial 1987
Southwind manual, will equip you with the knowledge
to navigate the complexities of owning and operating
this iconic vehicle. We'll cover topics like 1987
Southwind parts, Southwind RV troubleshooting,
and accessing vital RV manuals online.

Understanding Your 1987
Southwind Manual: A Foundation
for Ownership
The 1987 Southwind manual serves as your bible for
everything related to your RV. This document, often
provided by the original manufacturer (depending on
the specific model and its preservation), details the
intricate workings of your RV's various systems,
including its plumbing, electrical, propane, and chassis
components. Without this crucial resource,
troubleshooting malfunctions and conducting routine
maintenance becomes significantly more challenging,
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potentially leading to costly repairs or even safety
hazards.

Finding a physical copy of your specific 1987 Southwind
manual might prove difficult, especially considering its
age. Many owners have resorted to online resources,
forums dedicated to vintage RVs, and even contacting
Southwind dealerships (if they still exist and maintain
records). The internet has become a treasure trove of
information for RV enthusiasts, often containing
scanned copies of manuals or owner's guides from the
past. Remember to always cross-reference information
found online with other sources, given the variability in
the quality of information available online.

Essential Systems Covered in the
1987 Southwind Manual
The 1987 Southwind manual typically details several
critical systems. Understanding these systems allows
for effective preventative maintenance and timely
troubleshooting.

### Plumbing Systems:

The manual provides insights into the RV's fresh water
tank, grey water tank, and black water tank systems. It
details how to winterize the RV properly, preventing
freezing damage to pipes and components. It also
explains how to flush and clean the tanks, maintaining
optimal hygiene.

### Electrical Systems:

This section covers the RV’s 12-volt and 120-volt
systems, including the battery, converter, and various
electrical appliances. Understanding the wiring
diagrams is crucial for safe operation and
troubleshooting electrical faults. This might include
locating a blown fuse or understanding the proper use
of shore power. Furthermore, the manual may outline
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safe practices for managing electrical connections and
preventing overloading.

### Propane Systems:

Proper propane handling is paramount for safety. The
1987 Southwind manual provides detailed instructions
on inspecting propane tanks, connecting and
disconnecting the lines, and troubleshooting potential
gas leaks. Understanding the functions of the regulator
and appliance connections is vital for safe and efficient
propane usage.

### Chassis and Mechanical Systems:

This section covers the chassis components of your
Southwind, such as the brakes, tires, and suspension.
The manual often provides recommended maintenance
schedules and guides for inspecting these critical safety
systems.

Troubleshooting and
Maintenance Using the 1987
Southwind Manual
The 1987 Southwind manual is not merely a static
document; it’s a dynamic tool for ongoing maintenance
and troubleshooting. Regularly consulting your manual
allows you to proactively identify potential problems
and address them before they escalate into costly
repairs. This preventative maintenance approach
extends the lifespan of your RV and ensures safe and
reliable travel.

For instance, the manual might specify recommended
tire pressure, which is crucial for safe handling and fuel
efficiency. It could also contain lubrication schedules for
various chassis components, or steps to troubleshoot a
faulty water pump. Regular checks and adherence to
the manual’s recommendations dramatically reduce the
chances of unexpected breakdowns.
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Sourcing and Utilizing Your 1987
Southwind Manual: A Practical
Guide
As mentioned earlier, locating your original 1987
Southwind manual can be challenging. Here are some
practical steps you can take:

Online Forums and Communities: Join online
RV forums and communities dedicated to vintage
RVs. These groups often have members who
possess scanned copies of manuals or can
provide helpful advice in locating one.
RV Dealerships and Manufacturers: Contact
RV dealerships or manufacturers that may still
have access to historical documentation. While
not guaranteed, this avenue could yield positive
results.
Online Auction Sites and Used Bookstores:
Keep an eye on online auction sites and used
bookstores, as occasionally, vintage RV manuals
become available for purchase.
Library Archives: Local or university libraries
may possess archived material related to
recreational vehicles. Contacting their archives
department could be fruitful.

Remember, the information contained within the 1987
Southwind manual is specific to your RV's model and
year. Using information from a different year or model
could lead to errors and potentially damage your
vehicle.

Conclusion
The 1987 Southwind manual is an invaluable resource
for any owner of this classic RV. Understanding its
contents and utilizing its information for both
preventative maintenance and troubleshooting are
crucial for maintaining the longevity, safety, and
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enjoyment of your vehicle. While sourcing the manual
might require some effort, the knowledge and peace of
mind it offers far outweigh the challenges involved.
Remember to always prioritize safety and consult your
manual whenever you undertake any maintenance or
repair task.

FAQ
Q1: My 1987 Southwind manual is missing. What
are my options?

A1: As mentioned above, try online forums dedicated to
vintage RVs, contact former Southwind dealerships,
search online auction sites, or check local library
archives. Consider contacting specialists in RV repair,
as they may have access to a digital copy or physical
archive.

Q2: Can I use a manual from a different year of
Southwind?

A2: While there may be similarities, it's strongly
discouraged. Significant changes in components and
systems can occur between model years. Using the
wrong manual can lead to incorrect procedures,
potentially damaging your RV.

Q3: What are the most important sections of the
1987 Southwind manual?

A3: The most crucial sections cover safety information
(propane handling, electrical safety), plumbing system
diagrams and maintenance, and the chassis/mechanical
systems. Understanding these sections is vital for safe
and reliable operation.

Q4: How often should I consult the 1987
Southwind manual?

A4: Consult it regularly for preventative maintenance,
before undertaking any repair or modification, and
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when troubleshooting any issues. It’s not just a one-
time read; it’s a reference guide for ongoing ownership.

Q5: Where can I find parts for my 1987
Southwind?

A5: Online retailers specializing in vintage RV parts, RV
salvage yards, and specialized RV repair shops are
potential sources for parts. Be prepared to pay more for
parts for older models, due to reduced availability.

Q6: My water pump isn’t working. Can the
manual help?

A6: Yes, the manual should provide troubleshooting
steps, diagrams of the plumbing system, and
instructions on locating and accessing the water pump
for inspection and potential repair.

Q7: How can I winterize my 1987 Southwind?

A7: The manual should have detailed instructions on
winterizing your RV's plumbing system, including
draining water tanks, adding antifreeze, and protecting
exterior components from freezing.

Q8: Can the 1987 Southwind manual help with
electrical troubleshooting?

A8: Yes, the electrical system section should include
wiring diagrams, fuse box locations, and descriptions of
various electrical components. These help diagnose and
repair electrical faults safely.

Decoding the Mysteries: A Deep
Dive into the 1987 Southwind
Manual
The era 1987 marks a significant point in the history of
recreational vehicles. For those fortunate enough to
own a Southwind from that time, the accompanying
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guide serves as a gem trove of knowledge. This piece
aims to examine the substance of this essential
document, uncovering its hidden depths and giving
helpful guidance for present proprietors.

The 1987 Southwind instruction booklet, unlike several
current equivalents, is a tangible item. This instantly
positions it apart from the online realm we live in today.
Its pages, frequently worn with age, contain a wealth of
engineering details. This ranges from fundamental
maintenance techniques to intricate diagnosis tactics.

One essential element of the handbook is its
comprehensive explanation of the different parts within
the Southwind. From the powerplant and its related
parts, to the water infrastructure and power
arrangement, the guide leaves little to the guesswork.
Diagrams, often sketchy, improve the verbal
instructions, offering a visual representation of the
internal operations of the RV. Think of it as a blueprint
for your mobile dwelling.

Beyond the mechanical details, the 1987 Southwind
guide also provides valuable tips on safe handling of
the motorhome. This contains crucial safety precautions
linked to handling the RV, hooking up to electrical
supplies, and handling gas stores. Disregarding this
guidance could cause to severe results.

For the contemporary user, the 1987 Southwind
handbook presents singular obstacles. Parts might be
challenging to source, requiring resourcefulness and
reliance on web communities of fellow RV enthusiasts.
Understanding the sometimes cryptic jargon of the
guide can also be difficult. But this very problem adds
to the distinct appeal of possessing a retro Southwind.

The process of servicing a vintage RV using this manual
turns into a adventure in itself. It's a proof to the
strength and craftsmanship of former eras. Mastering to
operate with these older mechanisms can be fulfilling
and instruct valuable abilities.
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In summary, the 1987 Southwind manual is far farther
than just a compilation of instructions. It's a portal into
a different period, a companion to comprehending the
technology of your retro RV, and a testimony to the
enduring appeal of vintage recreational RVs.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can I find a 1987 Southwind manual?
Online marketplaces like Facebook Marketplace and
specialized RV groups are excellent places to initiate
your quest. You might also confirm with local RV
vendors.

2. What if my manual is missing or damaged?
Contacting RV maintenance establishments or web RV
groups can offer assistance to electronic versions of the
manual or useful tips.

3. Is it necessary to have the original manual?
While not absolutely required, having the original
manual offers the most exact details and can
significantly facilitate repair processes.

4. Can I use a manual from a different year
Southwind? While particular information might be
comparable, significant discrepancies between models
from various years happen. It's always best to use the
manual precise to your model of Southwind.
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