Subaru Legacy 99
Manual

1999 Subaru Legacy
Manual: A Deep Dive
into the 90s Classic

The 1999 Subaru Legacy, particularly the
manual transmission variant, holds a special
place in the hearts of many automotive
enthusiasts. This article delves into the
specifics of the 1999 Subaru Legacy manual,
exploring its features, performance,
maintenance, and the overall ownership
experience. We'll also touch upon common
problems, modifications, and the unique
aspects of driving a manual transmission
Subaru from this era. Key aspects we will cover
include Subaru Legacy 1999 manual
transmission performance, 1999 Subaru
Legacy GT manual, common Subaru Legacy
1999 manual repair issues, and the overall
1999 Subaru Legacy manual review.
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Understanding the 1999
Subaru Legacy Manual
Transmission

The 1999 Subaru Legacy offered two primary
engine choices paired with the manual
transmission: a 2.2L four-cylinder engine and a
more powerful 2.5L four-cylinder found in the
GT trim. Both provided the signature Subaru
all-wheel-drive system, making them
surprisingly capable in various conditions. The
five-speed manual gearbox, while not
renowned for its incredibly short throws,
provided a direct and engaging driving
experience, very much in line with the car's
overall character. This manual transmission
offered a good balance between daily
drivability and spirited performance.

Performance and Handling:
The Subaru Legacy 1999
Manual Transmission in
Action

The 1999 Subaru Legacy manual, especially

the GT model, was known for its surprising
agility. The all-wheel-drive system gave it
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excellent traction, allowing for confident
handling, even in less-than-ideal weather
conditions. The 2.5L engine in the GT provided
sufficient power for merging onto highways
and overtaking, though it wasn’t a speed
demon by any stretch. The manual
transmission allowed for precise control over
engine speed, maximizing acceleration and fuel
efficiency. While not as refined as modern
counterparts, the driving experience was
undeniably engaging and rewarding,
particularly for those who appreciate the
tactile connection offered by a manual
gearbox. The relatively low curb weight also
contributed to the car's nimble handling.

Maintenance and Common
Issues: Subaru Legacy 1999
Manual Repair

Like any older vehicle, the 1999 Subaru Legacy
manual transmission requires regular
maintenance. Regular oil changes, using the
appropriate weight and type of oil specified in
the owner's manual, are crucial. Additionally,
checking and topping off fluids such as coolant
and brake fluid is essential. Clutch
maintenance is also important, as the clutch
itself might need replacement after high
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mileage.

Some common issues associated with the 1999
Subaru Legacy include:

e Head gasket failures: This is a
relatively common problem with Subaru
engines from this era, and often
manifests as coolant leaks or
overheating.

e Transmission issues: While generally
robust, the manual transmission can
experience issues with synchros,
especially with age and heavy use.

e Suspension components: Bushings,
ball joints, and other suspension
components can wear out over time,
affecting handling and ride quality.

e Rust: Depending on location and
weather conditions, rust can be a
significant concern, particularly in areas
with high humidity or salt on roads
during the winter.

Regular inspections and preventative
maintenance can help mitigate many of these
potential problems. Finding a reputable
mechanic familiar with Subaru vehicles is
highly recommended. Many owners choose to
perform routine maintenance themselves,
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however, this requires mechanical skills and
access to the necessary tools and parts.

Modifications and
Upgrades: Personalizing
Your 1999 Subaru Legacy
Manual

The 1999 Subaru Legacy manual offers
opportunities for modification and
personalization. Many owners opt for
performance upgrades, such as aftermarket
exhaust systems, upgraded air intakes, or ECU
tuning. These upgrades can enhance the
engine's power output and improve throttle
response. Suspension upgrades, including
lowering springs or upgraded shocks and
struts, can improve handling and reduce body
roll. Cosmetic modifications are also plentiful,
ranging from aftermarket wheels and tires to
body kits and paint jobs. It's important to
remember to prioritize safety and reliability
when undertaking any modifications, and
always ensure that any upgrades comply with
local regulations.
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Conclusion: The Enduring
Appeal of the 1999 Subaru
Legacy Manual

The 1999 Subaru Legacy manual transmission
represents a unique blend of practicality,
reliability (with proper maintenance), and
engaging driving dynamics. Its all-wheel-drive
system and relatively compact size make it a
versatile choice, while the manual transmission
adds a level of driver involvement that's
increasingly rare in modern vehicles. Despite
its age, with proper care and maintenance, the
1999 Subaru Legacy manual remains a capable
and enjoyable vehicle for daily driving and
more spirited adventures. Its relatively
affordable price point and thriving enthusiast
community only add to its appeal.

FAQ: Addressing Common
Questions about the 1999
Subaru Legacy Manual

Q1: What is the fuel economy of a 1999
Subaru Legacy manual?

Al: Fuel economy varies depending on driving
habits, engine size (2.2L or 2.5L), and vehicle
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condition. Expect figures in the range of 20-25
mpg (miles per gallon) in combined city and
highway driving. However, aggressive driving
or poor vehicle maintenance will negatively
impact fuel efficiency.

Q2: How difficult is it to find parts for a
1999 Subaru Legacy?

A2: Parts are still relatively easy to find, thanks
to the Legacy's popularity and longevity. Many
parts are available through both online
retailers and local auto parts stores. However,
some parts may be more expensive or difficult
to source than for more modern vehicles.

Q3: Is the 1999 Subaru Legacy manual a
good first car?

A3: It can be, but it depends on the individual's
driving experience and mechanical aptitude.
Manual transmissions require more skill and
coordination than automatics. The age of the
vehicle also means there's a greater potential
for maintenance needs. A mechanically
inclined individual might find it a rewarding
project, while someone with less experience
might find it challenging.

Q4: What are some common problems with
the 1999 Subaru Legacy manual
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transmission specifically?

A4: Common issues can include synchromesh
problems (making shifting difficult), clutch
wear and tear (requiring replacement), and
occasional leaks from the transmission itself.
These are all relatively common issues with
older manual transmissions, regardless of
make or model.

Q5: How long do 1999 Subaru Legacy
manual transmissions typically last?

A5: With proper care and maintenance (regular
fluid changes, avoiding harsh driving habits), a
well-maintained 1999 Subaru Legacy manual
transmission can easily last for 200,000 miles
or more. However, neglect can significantly
shorten its lifespan.

Q6: Are there any significant differences
between the 2.21 and 2.5L engines paired
with the manual transmission?

A6: The main difference lies in power and
torque. The 2.5L engine offers noticeably more
power and is generally considered the more
desirable option for a more spirited driving
experience. The 2.2L engine, however, offers
better fuel economy.
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Q7: Where can I find a 1999 Subaru
Legacy manual owner's manual?

A7: Owner's manuals can often be found online
through various sources, including Subaru's
official website (though availability may vary),
online automotive parts retailers, and used car
parts websites. Searching for "1999 Subaru
Legacy manual owner's manual PDF" often
yields helpful results.

Q8: Is it expensive to insure a 1999 Subaru
Legacy manual?

A8: Insurance costs depend on several factors,
including your age, driving record, location,
and the chosen insurance provider. Generally,
insuring an older vehicle like a 1999 Subaru
Legacy should be relatively inexpensive
compared to newer models, but it's always best
to get quotes from multiple insurers to find the
most competitive rates.

Diving Deep into the 1999
Subaru Legacy Manual
Transmission: A Driver's

Subaru Legacy 99 Manual



Subaru Legacy 99 Manual

Guide

The 1999 Subaru Legacy, particularly the
manual transmission version, represents a
fascinating period in automotive evolution. This
article aims to provide a thorough overview of
this specific vehicle, focusing on the distinct
characteristics of its manual gearbox and the
overall driving experience it provides. We'll
examine its advantages, its weaknesses, and
give practical guidance for operators and
prospective purchasers.

The 1999 Subaru Legacy manual boasted a
powerful transmission system, typically a 2.5L
boxer powerplant mated to a five-speed manual
gearbox. This coupling produced a spirited
driving experience, significantly appreciated by
individuals who appreciate direct control and
response. The sharp shifting mechanism and
the comparatively light clutch made it
relatively easy to learn, despite for beginner
drivers.

One of the most significant features of the
1999 Legacy manual is its legendary all-wheel-
drive system. This trait provided exceptional
traction and handling in different driving
circumstances, from icy roads to muddy
terrain. This benefit separates it significantly
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from numerous front-wheel-drive counterparts
of its period. The fusion of all-wheel drive and a
manual transmission truly improved the overall
driving adventure, offering a level of control
and confidence that remains highly desirable
currently.

However, the 1999 Subaru Legacy manual
wasn't without its limitations. Although the
engine was sufficient for everyday driving, it
wasn't significantly powerful. Fuel
consumption could similarly be a issue,
significantly for aggressive driving methods.
Additionally, the cabin could appear somewhat
outmoded by contemporary standards. Routine
servicing was also critical, as with all older
vehicles, and neglecting it could cause to
substantial problems.

The 1999 Subaru Legacy manual's user's
manual is crucial for grasping the vehicle's
systems and executing routine servicing.
Properly observing the maker's recommended
maintenance schedule is critical to ensuring
the durability and reliability of the vehicle. This
includes periodic oil changes, checks of diverse
components, and timely repairs as necessary.

In conclusion, the 1999 Subaru Legacy manual

transmission presents a distinct blend of
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functionality, dependability, and driving
participation. While it has some drawbacks
common to its period, its all-wheel-drive
configuration and responsive manual shifter
continue to attract to various individuals.
Understanding its benefits and weaknesses
through meticulous research and adequate
maintenance is crucial for savoring the distinct
driving experience it provides.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Are parts for a 1999 Subaru Legacy
manual transmission readily available?

A1l: While some parts may require more
investigation than for contemporary vehicles,
many typical parts remain relatively readily
accessible through retailers, web retailers, and
specific parts vendors.

Q2: What is the expected fuel economy of
a 1999 Subaru Legacy manual?

A2: Fuel economy varies relying on driving
techniques, automobile shape, and landscape.
However, foresee somewhat lower fuel
economy than contemporary vehicles.

Q3: How difficult is it to maintain a 1999
Subaru Legacy manual?
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A3: Routine maintenance is vital. While some
tasks can be accomplished by users with basic
mechanical skills, more intricate repairs often
require a skilled professional.

Q4: Is it a good first car?

A4: A 1999 Subaru Legacy manual could be a
good first car for someone mechanically
inclined, but its age and potential for repairs
should be considered. It offers great all-
weather capability but requires a commitment
to responsible maintenance.
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