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Death by China: Confronting the Dragon - A Global Call to Action by Peter Navarro: A
Deep Dive

Peter Navarro's "Death by China: Confronting the Dragon - A Global Call to Action" isn't just a book; it's a provocative thesis on the economic and geopolitical implications of China's rise. Published
in 2011, it served as a prescient warning about the potential dangers of unchecked Chinese economic expansion, a warning that resonates even more strongly today. This article will delve into the
book's core arguments, its impact, and its continued relevance in understanding the evolving Sino-American relationship and the broader global landscape.

Navarro's Central Argument: Unfair Trade Practices and National Security

Navarro's central argument revolves around the assertion that China's economic practices are fundamentally unfair, predatory, and a threat to the economic security and national interests of the
United States and other nations. He meticulously details instances of intellectual property theft, currency manipulation, dumping, and subsidization, arguing these actions are not merely
isolated incidents but rather integral components of a deliberate state-sponsored strategy for global economic dominance. He labels this strategy as economic warfare, a point that has gained
increased traction in subsequent years. This focus on unfair trade practices is crucial to understanding the book's core message.

Key Components of Navarro's Analysis: A Multifaceted Threat

Navarro doesn't limit his analysis to economic issues alone. He links China's economic strategies to broader geopolitical ambitions, arguing that the nation's economic power fuels its increasingly
assertive foreign policy. He highlights the following key components:

### The Role of State-Sponsored Capitalism:

Navarro meticulously dissects the Chinese model of state-sponsored capitalism, demonstrating how the Chinese government actively intervenes in the economy, directing resources, suppressing
competition, and prioritizing strategic industries. He contrasts this with the principles of free market capitalism, highlighting the inherent inequalities and potential for unfair competition.

### The Threat to American Manufacturing:

A significant portion of the book is dedicated to examining the impact of Chinese trade practices on American manufacturing. Navarro presents a compelling case for the decline of American
manufacturing jobs, arguing that unfair trade practices played a significant role in this decline, contributing to economic hardship and social unrest in many communities. He emphasizes the loss of
manufacturing jobs as a core element of America's economic vulnerability.

### Geopolitical Implications:

Beyond the purely economic arguments, Navarro connects China’s economic rise to its growing geopolitical influence. He suggests that China’s economic strength provides leverage in international
negotiations, allowing it to exert pressure on other nations and advance its strategic interests. This aspect of the book foreshadows the increasing tensions between the US and China we see today.
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The Book's Impact and Continued Relevance

"Death by China" sparked considerable debate upon its release and continues to be a relevant text for understanding contemporary geopolitical and economic issues. While some criticize Navarro’s
analysis as overly alarmist or protectionist, its impact is undeniable. The book has:

 Influenced policy debates: Its arguments significantly influenced the trade policies of the Trump administration, which initiated a trade war with China. Many of the policies implemented,
such as tariffs and investigations into unfair trade practices, reflect some of the concerns raised in Navarro’s work.

* Raised awareness: The book brought the issue of unfair trade practices to the forefront of public discussion, leading to increased scrutiny of China’s economic policies.

* Shaped public perception: Navarro's stark warnings have contributed to a shift in public perception of China, highlighting the complexities and potential risks associated with its economic
and political rise.

Beyond the Book: The Evolving Landscape

Since the publication of "Death by China," the geopolitical landscape has dramatically shifted. The COVID-19 pandemic, further technological competition, and increased tensions in the South China
Sea highlight the ongoing relevance of Navarro's warnings. The world continues to grapple with the challenges posed by a powerful, assertive China.

Conclusion: A Timely Warning, Ongoing Debate

"Death by China" remains a significant work, provoking crucial conversations on global trade, economic security, and the strategic competition between nations. While the details of the economic
landscape have evolved, the book's core message - the need for vigilance in addressing unfair trade practices and the potential threats to national security posed by China's economic and
geopolitical rise - retains its urgency. It serves as a stark reminder of the complexities of global economics and the importance of proactively addressing imbalances in the international trading
system.

FAQ

Q1: Is "Death by China" purely protectionist rhetoric?

Al: While Navarro's work is undeniably critical of Chinese trade practices, to dismiss it solely as protectionist rhetoric is an oversimplification. The book details specific instances of unfair trade
practices, substantiated by data and analysis. While the proposed solutions may be viewed as protectionist by some, the underlying concern about the integrity of the global trading system and the
potential harm caused by unchecked unfair trade practices are valid points for debate.

Q2: How does "Death by China" differ from other critiques of China's economic practices?

A2: Many other works critique aspects of China's economic practices, but Navarro’s book distinguishes itself through its comprehensive and systematic approach. He ties together seemingly
disparate issues—currency manipulation, intellectual property theft, dumping—to present a unified picture of a deliberate strategic effort to gain global economic dominance.

Q3: Has China responded to the criticisms raised in "Death by China"?

A3: China has consistently refuted the accusations of unfair trade practices, often highlighting its own economic contributions to global growth. However, some reforms have been implemented,
and ongoing dialogue continues, although significant disagreements persist.

Q4: What are the potential downsides of the policies advocated in the book?
A4: The policies advocated, such as tariffs and trade restrictions, can negatively impact consumers through increased prices. They also risk escalating trade tensions and potentially damaging
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global economic cooperation. The potential benefits need to be carefully weighed against these downsides.
Q5: Is the book still relevant in the post-Trump era?

A5: Absolutely. While the specific policies of the Trump administration are no longer in place, the underlying concerns regarding unfair trade practices, intellectual property theft, and the strategic
competition with China remain highly relevant. The geopolitical landscape continues to shift, reinforcing the need for a balanced and informed approach to engaging with China.

Q6: What is the impact of Death by China on the current trade war?

AG6: "Death by China" directly influenced the narrative and justification for some of the trade policies enacted during the Trump administration's trade war with China. Though the intensity of the
trade conflict has fluctuated, the book's impact on the underlying discussions and strategies remains significant.

Q7: What are the alternatives to the approaches suggested by Navarro?

A7: Alternative approaches include strengthened international cooperation to establish clearer rules and enforcement mechanisms against unfair trade practices, focusing on multilateral dialogues
rather than unilateral actions, and prioritizing diplomacy and negotiation to address disputes.

Q8: Where can | find the book?

A8: "Death by China: Confronting the Dragon - A Global Call to Action" is widely available online through major book retailers like Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as well as through online libraries
and used book marketplaces.

Death by China: Confronting the Dragon - A Global Call to Action (Peter Navarro) - A Critical Analysis

Peter Navarro's provocative book, "Death by China: Confronting the Dragon - A Global Call to Action," unveiled in 2011, fueled a intense debate about the economic interplay between the United
States and China. More than just a critique of Chinese trade methods, the book serves as a detailed analysis of what Navarro views as a deliberate strategy by China to weaken the American
economy and global economic order. This article will analyze Navarro's central assertions, assess their validity, and consider the broader implications of his provocative perspective.

Navarro's central thesis is that China's economic rise has not been a benign development, but rather a intentional campaign to secure economic supremacy at the cost of other nations, particularly
the United States. He argues that China has involved itself in a variety of unethical trade policies, including exchange rate manipulation, intellectual rights theft, and the flooding of inexpensive
goods in global places. He backs these assertions with extensive statistical evidence and personal accounts.

One of Navarro's key arguments revolves around the concept of "unfair competition." He details how China's state-sponsored industries receive substantial government funding, giving them an
unjust edge over their American competitors. He uses the example of Chinese steel manufacturing, arguing that the funding allow Chinese steel companies to offer their product at costs below the
cost of creation, thereby harming American steel producers and causing job losses in the United States. This example, while not singular, illustrates the core of Navarro's concern about China’s
economic approach.

Furthermore, Navarro underlines the issue of intellectual property robbery. He argues that China's systematic breach of intellectual property laws has cost American companies billions of euros in
lost revenue and harmed their business status. He offers numerous examples of Chinese companies imitating American products and innovations without permission.

Navarro's book is not without its opponents. Some contend that his analysis is overly basic and overlooks the subtleties of the global trade system. Others condemn his nationalist inclinations and
recommend that his suggestions could hurt global economic progress. Nevertheless, his work stimulated a significant re-evaluation of the US-China economic interaction and influenced policy
debates in Washington D.C. and beyond.

In summary, "Death by China" presents a stark but stimulating evaluation of the US-China economic relationship. While some of Navarro's arguments may be prone to debate, his book successfully
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emphasizes crucial questions about just trade, intellectual property defense, and the obstacles of navigating a globalized economy. His work serves as a valuable contribution to the ongoing
discussion about the destiny of the global economic order and the part of both the United States and China within it.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is "Death by China" a purely anti-China book?

Al: While critical of China's economic practices, the book is less about outright animosity and more about assessing specific economic tactics and their influence on the global economy, particularly
the US economy.

Q2: What are some of Navarro's policy suggestions?
A2: Navarro urges for a more strong approach to trade with China, including increased enforcement of trade regulations, taxes, and countermeasures against unfair trade practices.
Q3: Has Navarro's analysis been validated correct?

A3: Some aspects of his analysis have aligned with subsequent occurrences, like increased trade tensions and scrutiny of Chinese economic practices. However, the overall accuracy of his
predictions and the effectiveness of his proposed solutions remain discussed.

Q4: Is the book still pertinent today?

A4: Absolutely. The issues raised in "Death by China," such as trade imbalances, intellectual property theft, and economic competition, continue to be major aspects of the US-China interaction,
making the book's insights still relevant.
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