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The Airbus A320 family of aircraft dominates
the short-to-medium-haul commercial
aviation market. Understanding its operation
hinges heavily on the comprehensive Airbus
A320 Flight Operational Manual (FOM). This
crucial document acts as the pilot’s bible,
detailing every aspect of safely and
efficiently operating this complex machine.
This article delves deep into the A320 FOM,
exploring its contents, benefits, practical
usage, and addressing frequently asked
questions. We'll cover key areas such as
normal procedures, emergency
procedures, performance calculations,



Airbus A320 Flight Operational Manual

Airbus A320 Flight Operational Manual
2

and flight planning.

Understanding the Airbus
A320 Flight Operational
Manual
The Airbus A320 FOM isn't just a collection of
instructions; it's a meticulously crafted
document that combines theoretical
knowledge with practical application. It's the
result of countless hours of engineering,
testing, and real-world flight experience. The
manual covers a vast scope, encompassing
everything from pre-flight checks and engine
start-up procedures to in-flight emergencies
and post-flight shutdowns. It serves as a
critical reference for both pilots and other
flight crew members, ensuring consistent
and safe operation of the aircraft.

Key Benefits of Mastering
the A320 FOM
Familiarity with the A320 FOM offers
numerous benefits, significantly enhancing
safety and operational efficiency:

Enhanced Safety: The FOM provides
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detailed instructions for handling
various scenarios, from routine
procedures to unexpected
emergencies. This knowledge is crucial
for mitigating risks and ensuring the
safety of passengers and crew. Proper
adherence to the procedures outlined
within minimizes the chance of human
error.
Improved Efficiency: The manual
details optimal flight techniques and
procedures, contributing to fuel
efficiency and reduced operational
costs. By adhering to the
recommended procedures, pilots can
optimize flight performance and
minimize delays.
Consistent Operations: The
standardized procedures described in
the FOM ensure consistent operation
across different airlines and flight
crews, minimizing variations and
potential inconsistencies that could
compromise safety.
Regulatory Compliance: Airlines are
obligated to follow the guidelines and
procedures detailed in the FOM to
meet international and national
aviation regulations. The FOM provides
the framework for achieving and
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maintaining this compliance.
Problem Solving: The FOM provides a
structured approach to troubleshooting
and problem-solving, enabling pilots to
efficiently address unexpected
situations and maintain control of the
aircraft. Understanding the systems'
interactions is key, which the FOM
facilitates.

Practical Usage and
Structure of the Airbus
A320 FOM
The A320 FOM is typically organized into
several sections, each covering a specific
aspect of aircraft operation. These sections
are often further broken down into
subsections and chapters, making it easy to
locate specific information quickly. Key
sections often include:

Normal Procedures: This section
details standard operating procedures
for various phases of flight, from pre-
flight checks to landing, including
takeoff and approach procedures. This
is where pilots find step-by-step
instructions for routine operations.
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Emergency Procedures: This critical
section covers handling various
emergency situations, such as engine
failure, hydraulic failure, or fire. It
provides clear, concise instructions for
responding effectively and safely. This
portion often features detailed
diagrams and flow charts for quick
reference.
Performance Calculations: This
section guides pilots in performing
performance calculations, crucial for
determining takeoff and landing
distances, fuel requirements, and other
essential flight parameters. The
information provided allows for precise
flight planning to optimize
performance and fuel efficiency.
Flight Planning: The FOM provides
guidance on flight planning
procedures, encompassing route
selection, fuel calculations, and
weather considerations. This section
helps pilots prepare for each flight
efficiently and safely.
Systems Descriptions:
Understanding the aircraft systems is
critical. The FOM provides
comprehensive descriptions of the
A320's various systems, including their
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operation and potential malfunctions.

Navigating the
Complexity: Digital vs.
Physical Manuals
While traditional physical copies of the A320
FOM exist, many airlines now utilize digital
versions. Digital FOMs offer several
advantages, such as:

Easy Search and Navigation: Digital
manuals allow for quick searches and
navigation using keywords,
significantly reducing search time
compared to sifting through a large
physical document.
Regular Updates: Digital versions are
easily updated, ensuring pilots always
have access to the latest information
and safety advisories.
Accessibility: Digital versions are
accessible on electronic flight bags
(EFBs), allowing pilots to access the
manual directly in the cockpit.

However, physical copies still hold value as a
backup in case of electronic failure.
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Conclusion
The Airbus A320 Flight Operational Manual is
far more than a simple guide; it’s a critical
component of safe and efficient flight
operation. Mastering its contents is essential
for pilots and flight crew alike. Through
understanding its structure, sections, and the
advantages of both digital and physical
versions, pilots can effectively utilize this
invaluable resource. The comprehensive
information within, covering normal and
emergency procedures, performance
calculations, and systems descriptions,
ultimately contributes to a safer and more
efficient flight experience for everyone on
board.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Can I access the Airbus A320 FOM
online?

A1: No, the complete Airbus A320 FOM is not
publicly available online. It's a confidential
document specifically provided to airlines
and their pilots for training and operational
use. Accessing it without authorization is a
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serious breach of security and intellectual
property rights.

Q2: Is the A320 FOM the same for all
A320 variants (e.g., A319, A321)?

A2: While there are similarities, the FOMs will
differ between the A319, A320, and A321.
Each variant has unique characteristics that
require specific procedures and information.
Pilots must use the FOM that corresponds
precisely to the aircraft type they are
operating.

Q3: How often is the A320 FOM
updated?

A3: The A320 FOM is regularly updated by
Airbus to incorporate new information, safety
improvements, and modifications to the
aircraft. Airlines receive these updates and
incorporate them into their operational
procedures. The frequency of updates can
vary depending on the specific changes and
requirements.

Q4: What is the role of the FOM in pilot
training?

A4: The A320 FOM is a cornerstone of pilot
training. Pilots undergo extensive training
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using the FOM, covering both theoretical
knowledge and practical application of the
procedures described within. This ensures
that pilots are proficient in handling all
aspects of aircraft operation.

Q5: Are there any supplementary
manuals related to the A320 FOM?

A5: Yes. Besides the main FOM, there are
often supplementary manuals providing
more detailed information on specific
systems, such as the flight management
system (FMS) or the avionics suite. These
supplementary documents enhance the
overall understanding of the aircraft's
intricate systems.

Q6: What happens if a pilot deviates
from the procedures outlined in the
FOM?

A6: Deviation from the FOM procedures can
have serious consequences, potentially
compromising safety. Airlines have strict
protocols for investigating and documenting
any such deviations. Depending on the
severity and circumstances, disciplinary
action may be taken.

Q7: How are changes to the FOM
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communicated to pilots?

A7: Airlines typically use a combination of
methods to communicate updates to the
FOM, including internal memos, training
sessions, and electronic updates via their
pilot information systems.

Q8: Can a pilot refuse to fly if they feel
the aircraft is unsafe due to a
discrepancy with the FOM?

A8: Yes, absolutely. Pilots have the authority
and responsibility to refuse to fly an aircraft
if they have serious safety concerns,
including those related to inconsistencies
with the FOM or any other apparent
malfunctions. Safety is paramount in
aviation.

Decoding the Airbus A320
Flight Operational Manual:
A Pilot's Guide to the
Skies
The Airbus A320, a ubiquitous presence in
carriers' fleets worldwide, is a marvel of
modern technology . But behind its sleek
exterior and impressive flight characteristics
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lies a complex body of operations,
meticulously documented within the Airbus
A320 Flight Operational Manual (FOM). This
guide isn't just a collection of information; it's
the pilot's bible , a detailed blueprint for
safely and efficiently flying this sophisticated
aircraft. This article will examine the key
features of the A320 FOM, providing insights
into its structure and practical applications.

The A320 FOM is not a solitary document,
but rather a group of chapters covering a
extensive range of topics. These segments
are meticulously organized to facilitate quick
and easy access to the necessary
information during flight operations. Imagine
it as a structured system, with general
procedures at the apex, progressively
descending into more specific specifics.

One crucial chapter of the FOM covers
Normal Procedures. This is where pilots
discover the step-by-step instructions for
standard operations like takeoff, climb,
cruise, descent, and landing. It details the
aircraft's systems interactions and the pilot's
task in managing them. Think of this as the
"recipe" for a successful flight, outlining
every step with precision. Deviations from
these procedures are usually documented
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elsewhere, providing a framework for
comprehending how to react to unexpected
situations .

Another critical section is dedicated to
Abnormal Procedures. This area deals with
how to address unexpected events, from
insignificant malfunctions to serious
emergencies. The FOM provides clear and
concise instructions, often using flowcharts
and decision trees to guide pilots through the
steps of troubleshooting and resolution . The
level of specificity is impressive, showing
foresight for a variety of potential issues .
This section is vital for safety , ensuring the
crew can take appropriate action and
preserve the safety of the jet and its
passengers on board.

Emergency Procedures, a vital element of
the FOM, is arguably the most significant
section. It outlines the response to various
emergency scenarios, from engine failures
and hydraulic system problems to fire and
escape . This chapter frequently employs
checklists, ensuring pilots don't miss any
essential steps under tension. The clear and
concise language, paired with visual aids,
allows pilots to effectively respond promptly
and correctly, even in critical situations. This
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section is a testament to the rigorous safety
standards governing aviation.

Furthermore, the A320 FOM incorporates
details on performance specifications ,
detailing the plane's behavior under varying
circumstances . Understanding weight and
balance is crucial for pilots to make accurate
calculations for takeoff and landing, while
comprehending the impact of atmospheric
conditions on fuel usage is vital for efficient
flight planning. This section, therefore,
serves as a crucial guide for safe and
efficient operations.

The A320 FOM is not simply a static
document; it undergoes regular updates and
revisions to reflect new technologies,
operational practices, and safety suggestions
. This continuous process of refinement
underscores Airbus's commitment to
maintaining the highest standards of safety
and operational excellence. Pilots are
required to stay abreast of these changes to
ensure that their understanding remains
current and complete.

In conclusion, the Airbus A320 Flight
Operational Manual is far more than a simple
collection of directions . It is a dynamic tool
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that provides pilots with the expertise and
procedures they need to safely and
efficiently maneuver this sophisticated
aircraft. Its organization , level of specificity ,
and ongoing updates make it a cornerstone
of A320 operations, reflecting the resolve to
safety that underpins the aviation sector .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: How often is the A320 FOM
updated?

A: The FOM is updated regularly, often
several times a year, to incorporate new
safety information, operational procedures,
and technological advancements. Airlines
and pilots receive updates through official
channels.

2. Q: Is the FOM only for pilots?

A: While primarily intended for pilots, other
flight crew members, such as flight
engineers and cabin crew, may also access
relevant sections of the FOM for specific
procedures or emergencies.

3. Q: Can I access the A320 FOM online?

A: No. The FOM is a confidential document,
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and access is restricted to authorized
personnel, primarily airline pilots who have
undergone specific training. Sharing or
unauthorized distribution is strictly
prohibited.

4. Q: What happens if there's a
discrepancy between the FOM and
another official document?

A: In such cases, the pilot should
immediately consult with their airline's
operations department to resolve the conflict
and establish the correct procedure to follow.
Safety always comes first.
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