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Mick Goodrick's Voice Leading Almanac: A Deep Dive into Seadart's
Innovative Approach

Mick Goodrick's *Voice Leading Almanac*, specifically the section dedicated to Seadart, represents a significant contribution to jazz harmony and
improvisation pedagogy. This groundbreaking approach to understanding voice leading offers musicians a powerful tool for creating sophisticated and
expressive musical lines. This article delves into the core concepts of Goodrick's Seadart system, exploring its benefits, practical applications, and the
transformative impact it has had on musical thinking.

Understanding the Seadart System within the Voice Leading Almanac

Goodrick's *Voice Leading Almanac* is not just a collection of chord progressions; it's a comprehensive system for understanding the underlying logic of voice
leading, using a unique approach he termed "Seadart." This system emphasizes the smooth and logical movement of individual melodic voices within a
harmonic context, focusing on the intervals and connections between notes rather than simply adhering to chord symbols. Unlike traditional approaches
which might prioritize chord function, Seadart prioritizes the melodic contour and the inherent musicality of the voice leading itself. This core concept allows
for greater freedom and creativity in improvisation while maintaining a strong sense of harmonic coherence. The result is music that feels both sophisticated
and inherently musical.

The Benefits of Mastering Seadart Voice Leading

The benefits of incorporating Seadart into one's musical practice are manifold. Firstly, it fosters a deeper understanding of harmonic structure. By focusing
on voice leading, musicians develop a more intuitive grasp of how chords relate to each other and how to navigate between them smoothly. Secondly, Seadart
greatly enhances improvisational skills. Instead of relying on pre-learned licks or patterns, musicians can generate melodic ideas organically, guided by the
principles of smooth voice leading. This leads to more coherent and expressive solos. Thirdly, Seadart improves compositional techniques. Understanding
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voice leading allows for the creation of more compelling and engaging musical lines and phrases, enhancing the overall quality of written compositions.
Finally, the system promotes a deeper understanding of jazz harmony in general, expanding a player's vocabulary far beyond basic chord progressions. It
opens up a world of possibilities in terms of creating rich and complex harmonic textures.

Practical Applications and Implementation Strategies

Implementing Seadart effectively requires a dedicated approach. Begin by thoroughly studying the relevant sections of Goodrick's *Voice Leading Almanac*.
Pay close attention to the diagrams and examples provided, carefully analyzing how the voices move and interact. Practicing with simple exercises, such as
creating your own voice-leading lines over basic chord changes, is crucial. Gradually increase the complexity of the harmonic context as your understanding
deepens. Start with simple ii-V-I progressions and work your way up to more sophisticated harmonic structures.

One effective technique is to focus on intervallic relationships. Rather than thinking about individual notes, try to understand the intervals between them.
This approach fosters a greater sense of musical continuity and flow. Furthermore, experiment with different voice-leading patterns outlined in the
Almanac. Try combining them, modifying them, and even breaking them—all within the framework of understanding the underlying principles. Remember,
the goal is not to rigidly adhere to rules, but to internalize the principles and use them as a springboard for creative expression. This approach to intervallic
voice leading provides a strong foundation.

Seadart and its Impact on Modern Music

Mick Goodrick's impact extends beyond the pages of his Almanac. His innovative approach to voice leading has influenced countless musicians, shaping the
sound of contemporary jazz and beyond. The emphasis on melodic contour and smooth transitions between chords has resonated with improvisers and
composers alike. This unique approach has encouraged many to move away from a purely functional harmonic approach, instead focusing on the intrinsic
beauty and expressiveness of the melodic lines themselves. The Seadart system, therefore, represents not just a method, but a philosophy - a way of
approaching music that prioritizes the interplay of melodic voices over strict adherence to harmonic conventions.

Conclusion

Mick Goodrick's *Voice Leading Almanac*, particularly the Seadart system, offers a powerful and transformative approach to understanding and practicing
music. By emphasizing smooth voice leading and the inherent musicality of melodic lines, Seadart unlocks new levels of creative expression for musicians at
all levels. The practical applications are extensive, enhancing improvisational skills, compositional techniques, and overall harmonic understanding. The
system’s enduring influence on contemporary music underscores its importance and continued relevance.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Is the *Voice Leading Almanac* only for jazz musicians?

Al: While heavily influenced by jazz, the principles of voice leading in Goodrick's *Almanac* are applicable to various genres. The focus on smooth melodic
movement and harmonic coherence is beneficial for composers and improvisers across diverse musical styles, from classical to pop.

Q2: How long does it take to master Seadart?

A2: Mastering Seadart is a journey, not a destination. It requires consistent practice and dedication. While some basic concepts can be grasped relatively
quickly, truly internalizing the principles and applying them creatively takes time and focused effort. Think of it as a lifelong process of refinement and
deepening your understanding.

Q3: Can I learn Seadart without a teacher?

A3: While self-study is possible using the *Voice Leading Almanac*, a teacher can provide invaluable guidance and feedback. A teacher can help identify areas
where you need improvement, offer personalized exercises, and accelerate your learning process.

Q4: What is the difference between Seadart and traditional voice leading?

A4: Traditional voice leading often prioritizes chord function and rules, sometimes at the expense of melodic fluidity. Seadart emphasizes the inherent
musicality of the melodic lines, prioritizing smooth transitions and interesting intervallic relationships over rigid adherence to functional harmony.

Q5: Are there any online resources to supplement the Almanac?

A5: While Goodrick's *Almanac* is the primary source, you can find various online resources, including forums and videos, discussing Seadart and providing
supplementary exercises and explanations. However, always prioritize the original text as the definitive source.

Q6: Is Seadart suitable for beginners?

A6: While some concepts might be challenging for absolute beginners, the *Almanac* progressively introduces concepts, making it accessible to those with a
foundation in music theory. It's more beneficial for players who already possess a basic understanding of harmony and scales.

Mick Goodrick Voice Leading Almanac Seadart
3



Mick Goodrick Voice Leading Almanac Seadart

Q7: How does Seadart help with composing?

A7: By focusing on the melodic relationships between voices, Seadart facilitates creating coherent and interesting melodic lines that support the underlying
harmony. This leads to more sophisticated and expressive compositions.

Q8: Can I apply Seadart to existing songs?

A8: Absolutely! You can analyze existing songs and apply Seadart principles to understand their voice leading, enhancing your comprehension of the music's
structure and improving your ability to improvise or arrange them.

Decoding the Mysteries of Mick Goodrick's Voice Leading Almanac: Seadart

Mick Goodrick's *Voice Leading Almanac: Seadart* isn't just a guide; it's a gateway to unlocking a deeper comprehension of harmony and voice leading,
particularly within the context of jazz improvisation. This thorough resource, though challenging at times, offers a treasure trove of insights for both
beginning and veteran musicians. This article aims to explore its core ideas, practical applications , and overall influence on musical growth .

The basis of the *Almanac* lies in Goodrick's unique approach to harmony. Instead of relying solely on traditional chord chains, he emphasizes the
interconnection between individual melodic parts and their movement within a harmonic framework . This concentration on voice leading—the smooth and
logical movement of individual melodic lines —is what differentiates Goodrick's method from others. He encourages musicians to contemplate harmonically in
terms of distances and their links rather than simply identifying chords.

One of the most striking features of the *Almanac* is its groundbreaking use of charts . These visual aids are not merely aesthetic; they are vital to grasping
the intricate voice leading patterns Goodrick displays. They permit the musician to perceive the harmonic relationships in a way that conventional musical
notation often fails to attain. By mapping the movement of individual parts across different chords, Goodrick reveals subtle nuances and possibilities that are
easily overlooked in a more abstract approach.

The method Goodrick proposes is certainly demanding . It requires a significant dedication to practice and a willingness to re-evaluate one's understanding of
harmony. However, the benefits are substantial . By mastering the techniques in the *Almanac*, musicians cultivate a far deeper inherent understanding of
harmony and voice leading, leading to a more seamless and expressive musical vocabulary.

The book's impact extends beyond simply improving improvisational skills. It also fosters a more creative and adaptable approach to composition. By
understanding the underlying ideas of voice leading, musicians can construct their own harmonic contexts with greater precision and inventiveness. The
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autonomy gained from this knowledge is immense.

The *Almanac's* impact continues to inspire musicians worldwide. Its unique outlook on harmony and voice leading remains applicable today, influencing
generations of jazz players and beyond. Its rigorous nature shouldn't deter aspiring musicians; rather, it should be seen as a proof to its significance and the
lasting impact it can have on one's musical quest.

In summary , Mick Goodrick's *Voice Leading Almanac: Seadart* is a worthwhile resource for any musician seeking to deepen their understanding of harmony
and voice leading. While its demanding nature necessitates dedicated study , the advantages - a more seamless , creative, and expressive musical style - are
undeniably deserving the effort.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book only for jazz musicians? No, while the examples are heavily drawn from jazz, the principles of voice leading outlined in the *Almanac* are
applicable to many musical genres, including classical, pop, and rock.

2. What level of musical theory is required to benefit from this book? A solid foundation in basic music theory (intervals, chords, scales) is beneficial.
However, the book itself acts as a powerful learning tool, pushing the reader to further expand their theoretical knowledge through practical application.

3. How long does it typically take to master the concepts in the book? This is highly individual. Some concepts may be grasped quickly, while others
require extensive practice and repeated review. Consistent effort over an extended period is key.

4. Are there any alternative resources that complement the Almanac? Yes, exploring other works by Mick Goodrick, as well as studying traditional
harmony textbooks, can enrich the learning experience and offer additional perspectives.

5. What is the most important takeaway from the Almanac? The emphasis on listening and developing an intuitive understanding of how individual
melodic voices move within a harmonic context. This intuitive understanding is far more impactful than simply memorizing chord progressions.
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