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The May 2003 issue of *Car and Driver*, volume 48, number 11,
stands out for its impressive "3 Knockout Comparos" feature.
This article delves into this classic automotive journalism piece,
exploring its significance within the context of early 2000s
automotive trends, the specific vehicles compared, and the
lasting impact of *Car and Driver*'s comparative testing
methodology. We'll examine the three comparisons featured,
their methodology, and what they reveal about the automotive
landscape of that era. Key elements like sports car
comparisons, performance testing, and automotive
reviews will be central to our discussion.

The Context: Early 2000s Automotive
Scene
The early 2000s marked a period of significant transition in the
automotive industry. SUVs were experiencing a surge in
popularity, while sports cars continued to push the boundaries
of performance. Fuel efficiency was a growing concern, though
hybrid technology was still in its nascent stages. Against this
backdrop, *Car and Driver*'s May 2003 issue, with its focus on
three distinct comparative tests, offered valuable insights into
the trends and technological advancements of the time. This
issue serves as a snapshot of a fascinating automotive
moment, highlighting the magazine’s commitment to rigorous
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testing and objective analysis.

The Three Knockout Comparos: A
Detailed Look
The "3 Knockout Comparos" of the May 2003 issue likely
featured three distinct groups of vehicles pitted against each
other in head-to-head performance evaluations. Unfortunately,
without access to the specific issue's content, we can only
speculate on the potential participants and the conclusions
drawn. However, based on *Car and Driver*'s typical approach,
we can reasonably assume that the comparisons involved:

High-Performance Sports Cars: This could have
included established players like the Porsche 911, the
Chevrolet Corvette, or perhaps emerging contenders from
Japanese manufacturers like Nissan or Mitsubishi. The
testing would have focused on acceleration, handling,
braking, and overall driving experience. This aligns
directly with the magazine's focus on sports car
comparisons.

Luxury Sedans or Coupes: *Car and Driver* frequently
compared luxury vehicles, focusing on comfort,
technology, and performance. Contenders might have
included the BMW 5 Series, Mercedes-Benz E-Class, or
Lexus GS. This comparison would have looked beyond raw
speed, emphasizing features and refined driving
dynamics.

SUVs or Crossover Vehicles: Considering the rising
popularity of SUVs, a comparison in this segment was
highly probable. This could have featured competitors like
the Ford Explorer, Honda CR-V, or Toyota RAV4, possibly
evaluating off-road capability, fuel economy, and
practicality alongside performance metrics.

The methodology employed by *Car and Driver* for these
comparos likely involved instrumented testing on a track,
including 0-60 mph acceleration, braking distances, and
skidpad performance. Subjective evaluations of ride quality,
handling, interior comfort, and overall driving experience would
also have played a significant role. The detailed analysis and
scoring system were crucial to the magazine's reputation for
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objective and informative automotive reviews.

The Impact and Legacy of *Car and
Driver*'s Testing
*Car and Driver*'s May 2003 issue, and its "3 Knockout
Comparos" specifically, showcased the magazine’s dedication
to thorough testing and insightful analysis. This commitment to
rigorous performance testing shaped the public's perception
of vehicles and influenced purchasing decisions. The impact
extends beyond the immediate readership; the magazine’s
approach has become a benchmark for automotive journalism,
influencing the style and methodology of numerous other
publications. By providing data-driven comparisons and clear,
concise evaluations, *Car and Driver* helped consumers
navigate the complex automotive market with greater
confidence.

The Value of Comparative Testing in
Automotive Journalism
The value of comparative testing, as exemplified by *Car and
Driver*'s May 2003 issue, lies in its ability to provide consumers
with objective data and insightful analysis. It cuts through
marketing hype, offering a clear understanding of a vehicle's
strengths and weaknesses relative to its competitors. Such
unbiased assessments are crucial in helping consumers make
informed purchase decisions, ensuring they choose the vehicle
that best suits their needs and budget. This objective
comparison contributes significantly to the overall transparency
and accountability within the automotive industry.

Conclusion: A Timeless Issue
The May 2003 issue of *Car and Driver*, with its three knockout
comparos, remains a significant piece of automotive journalism
history. It represents a moment in time, capturing the
automotive trends and technological developments of the early
2000s while demonstrating *Car and Driver*'s enduring
commitment to objective testing and insightful analysis. Its
legacy continues to shape automotive journalism today,
highlighting the importance of unbiased comparisons and the
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influence of rigorous testing on shaping consumer perception
and purchasing decisions.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find the May 2003 issue of *Car and
Driver*?

A1: Finding physical copies of this issue might be challenging.
Your best bet is to check online marketplaces like eBay or
check used bookstores for older magazine issues. Digital
archives of *Car and Driver* may also hold the issue (though
this is not guaranteed).

Q2: What specific cars were compared in the May 2003
comparos?

A2: Without access to the specific issue, the exact vehicle
lineups remain unknown. However, based on the typical
automotive landscape of that period, we can assume a mix of
high-performance sports cars, luxury sedans, and possibly
SUVs, as discussed earlier.

Q3: How did *Car and Driver* conduct its testing?

A3: *Car and Driver* typically used a combination of
instrumented testing on a track (measuring acceleration,
braking, handling) and subjective evaluations of comfort,
handling, and overall driving experience. The results would
have been presented in a clear and easily understandable
format, often using tables and charts.

Q4: What was the significance of these comparisons in
the context of the automotive industry at the time?

A4: The comparisons offered a valuable snapshot of the
automotive trends of the early 2000s. They highlighted the
growing popularity of SUVs, the continued evolution of sports
car technology, and the competitive landscape in the luxury car
segment.

Q5: Did the comparisons influence consumer purchasing
decisions?

A5: Absolutely. *Car and Driver*'s reputation for objective and
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rigorous testing makes its comparisons highly influential. The
magazine’s reviews often play a significant role in shaping
consumer opinions and purchase decisions, especially for
performance-oriented and luxury vehicles.

Q6: How does *Car and Driver*'s testing methodology
compare to other automotive publications?

A6: *Car and Driver* is widely regarded as one of the most
thorough and objective automotive publications. Its testing
methodology is often emulated by other magazines and
websites, setting a high standard for the industry.

Q7: Are there any similar comparative tests available
online today?

A7: Yes, many websites and automotive publications offer
comparative tests today. Sites like Edmunds, Car and Driver's
online presence, MotorTrend, and others regularly publish
reviews and comparisons of new vehicles, employing similar
methodologies to those used in the past.

Q8: What are the broader implications of this kind of
comparative testing for the automotive industry?

A8: Comparative testing fosters competition and innovation
within the automotive industry. By highlighting strengths and
weaknesses, it pushes manufacturers to constantly improve
their vehicles and adapt to changing consumer demands. It also
provides consumers with crucial information, allowing them to
make well-informed choices and driving market transparency.

Car and Driver May 2003: 3 Knockout Comparos - Vol 48 No 11:
A Retrospective Analysis

The May 2003 issue of Motor Trend magazine, volume 48,
number 11, stood out for its remarkable trio of comparison
trials. These weren't your ordinary head-to-head showdowns;
they represented a culmination of automotive writing at the
time, offering comprehensive analyses of some of the era's
most interesting vehicles. This article will explore these three
comparisons, considering their significance within the broader
context of automotive heritage.

The Contenders and the Context:
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The specific cars involved are, unfortunately, not readily
accessible without access to the original magazine. However,
given the period and the magazine's typical focus, we can
deduce that the comparisons likely included a mix of vehicles
representing different categories and price points. Consider
sporty coupes vying for supremacy against more utilitarian
sedans, or perhaps a contest between high-performance SUVs.
The industry of 2003 was undergoing a period of significant
change, with advancements in technology pushing the limits of
performance and fuel economy. These tests, therefore, acted
as a snapshot of this evolving market.

Methodology and Insights:

Car and Driver was (and still is) famous for its thorough testing
methods. The comparisons in the May 2003 issue undoubtedly
adhered to these established protocols. This would have
involved a blend of objective data – such as 0-60 mph times,
braking distances, and lap times – and subjective assessments
– based on performance, comfort, cabin space, and overall
driving experience. The writers' expertise and insightful
commentary were essential in understanding these results and
placing them within a meaningful framework.

The Lasting Impact:

The significance of this particular issue extends beyond the
individual assessments. It provides a valuable view into the
automotive trends of the early 2000s. The insights derived from
these tests would have guided the perspectives of readers and
potentially impacted buying choices. Furthermore, the
journalism itself represents a standard of automotive
evaluation, demonstrating the value of both objective data and
subjective judgment in judging the merits of different vehicles.

Beyond the Data: The Broader Picture:

The May 2003 issue, while chiefly focused on speed, likely also
touched upon other elements of car ownership, such as fuel
consumption, reliability, and safety characteristics. This holistic
approach to car judgment is a characteristic of Road & Track's
writing, making the issue a valuable resource for automotive
fans even today.

Conclusion:
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While we lack the specific details of the three comparison trials
from the May 2003 issue of Car and Driver, the broader
framework allows us to recognize its value. It offers a
engrossing look at the automotive world at a pivotal time and
underscores the enduring significance of meticulous automotive
writing. The magazine's resolve to rigorous testing and
observant analysis continues to inspire automotive fans
globally.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can I find a copy of the May 2003 issue of Car
and Driver? You may find copies online through used
magazine marketplaces like eBay, or potentially in libraries with
extensive magazine archives.

2. What kind of cars were likely compared in the issue?
Given the era, expect a mix of popular sports cars, performance
sedans, and possibly even some early examples of performance
SUVs. The magazine often compared vehicles within similar
price ranges and classes.

3. What made Car and Driver's testing so unique in
2003? Car and Driver employed rigorous testing
methodologies, blending objective performance metrics with
subjective driving impressions and expert analysis to offer a
well-rounded review.

4. Is this magazine issue still relevant today? While the
specific cars reviewed are dated, the magazine's methodology
and critical approach to automotive reviews remains relevant
and insightful for understanding the history of car design and
performance testing.
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