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Acura TL Type-S Manual
Transmission: A Driver's
Dream?
The Acura TL Type-S, particularly the manual transmission variant,
holds a special place in the hearts of many car enthusiasts. This
isn't just another luxury sedan; it's a performance machine that
offers a visceral driving experience rarely found in its class. This
article dives deep into the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission,
exploring its features, performance, maintenance, and overall
appeal. We’ll cover aspects like short-throw shifter feel, clutch
engagement, performance driving techniques, and the
resale value of these coveted vehicles.

Introduction: The Allure of the Manual
TL Type-S
The Acura TL Type-S, produced from 2004 to 2008, wasn't simply
a powerful sedan; it was a statement. While the automatic
transmission option offered convenience, the manual transmission
version provided a level of driver engagement that elevated the
experience. The throaty V6 engine's roar, coupled with the precise
control of the manual gearbox, created a driving experience that
many consider unforgettable. This unique combination of luxury
and performance is what sets the manual TL Type-S apart.

Performance and Handling: A Thrilling
Drive
The heart of the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission lies in its
3.2L VTEC V6 engine. This engine delivers impressive power and
torque, making for spirited acceleration and effortless highway
cruising. The short-throw shifter, a key feature often praised by
owners, contributes significantly to the car's engaging driving
dynamics. The shifts are quick, precise, and incredibly satisfying,
offering a direct connection between driver and machine. This
contributes greatly to the overall performance driving
experience.

Many owners describe the clutch engagement as smooth and
predictable, although some may find it slightly heavy compared to
other vehicles. This precise engagement is essential for smooth,
controlled driving, especially during performance driving
maneuvers. Combined with the car's responsive steering and well-
balanced suspension, the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission
provides a truly exhilarating driving experience. The car corners
flat and predictably, inspiring confidence even at higher speeds.
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### Short-Throw Shifter Feel: A Key Differentiator

The short-throw shifter is a defining characteristic of the Acura TL
Type-S manual transmission. Unlike longer throws found in some
other vehicles, the short throw allows for quicker, more precise
gear changes. This not only enhances the driving experience but
also contributes to faster lap times on a race track or quicker
acceleration in everyday driving scenarios. This precise shifting
action directly impacts the performance driving techniques
employed by experienced drivers.

Maintenance and Reliability: Owning a
Manual Transmission
While the Acura TL Type-S is generally considered a reliable car,
owning a manual transmission does require some specific
maintenance considerations. The clutch, for example, is a wear-
and-tear component that will eventually need replacing, typically
at higher mileage. Regular fluid changes for the transmission and
clutch hydraulic system are also crucial for maintaining optimal
performance and longevity. Neglecting these can lead to
premature wear and costly repairs. Proper maintenance extends
the lifespan of the car and maintains the exhilarating driving
experience it provides.

It's important to find a mechanic familiar with Acura vehicles, and
specifically, manual transmissions. Improper servicing can lead to
problems that could severely compromise the car's performance
and even damage the transmission itself.

Resale Value and Collectibility: A
Growing Investment?
Due to their relatively limited production numbers compared to
their automatic counterparts, Acura TL Type-S manual
transmission models are becoming increasingly sought after by
enthusiasts. This has led to a rise in their resale value in recent
years. As these cars age, their collectible status is only likely to
increase, making them a potentially sound investment for car
enthusiasts. The combination of performance, luxury, and the
unique driving experience of a manual transmission contributes
significantly to their increasing resale value.

Conclusion: A Timeless Classic?
The Acura TL Type-S manual transmission is more than just a car;
it's an experience. The blend of performance, handling, and the
engaging manual transmission makes it a highly desirable vehicle
for driving enthusiasts. While maintenance considerations are
specific to manual transmissions, the overall driving experience
and the potential for future appreciation make it a compelling
choice for those seeking a rewarding and potentially valuable car.
The combination of sophisticated engineering and a driver-focused
experience truly sets it apart, cementing its place as a modern
classic.



Acura Tl Type S Manual Transmission

Acura Tl Type S Manual Transmission
3

FAQ
Q1: How long does the clutch last in an Acura TL Type-S
manual?

A1: Clutch life depends heavily on driving style and maintenance.
Aggressive driving will significantly reduce clutch life. Expect to
replace the clutch somewhere between 70,000 and 150,000 miles,
but regular servicing and a gentler driving style can extend this
considerably.

Q2: Is the Acura TL Type-S manual difficult to drive?

A2: The clutch is relatively heavy compared to some other cars,
potentially challenging for new manual drivers. However, the
shifter is praised for its precision and short throw, making gear
changes relatively easy and precise once acclimated.

Q3: What kind of fuel economy does the Acura TL Type-S
manual get?

A3: Fuel economy will vary depending on driving conditions and
style, but expect figures in the low-to-mid teens (mpg) in
combined city/highway driving.

Q4: Are parts for the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission
readily available?

A4: While some parts are becoming harder to find as the car ages,
many common parts are still relatively accessible through Acura
dealerships or online parts retailers specializing in Acura vehicles.

Q5: Is it expensive to maintain an Acura TL Type-S manual
transmission?

A5: Maintenance costs will be comparable to other performance
vehicles of its era, though regular servicing and addressing issues
promptly can help prevent costly repairs in the long run. Specialist
shops or dealerships familiar with Acura’s may charge more than
independent garages.

Q6: What are some common problems with the Acura TL
Type-S manual transmission?

A6: Clutch issues (wear, hydraulic problems) and transmission
synchronizer issues are relatively common with age and mileage.
Regular fluid changes and careful driving help prevent these
problems.

Q7: How does the Acura TL Type-S manual compare to its
automatic counterpart?

A7: The manual offers a more engaging and direct driving
experience, while the automatic prioritizes convenience and easier
driving. Both offer comparable performance, but the manual is
generally preferred by driving enthusiasts.

Q8: Where can I find an Acura TL Type-S manual
transmission for sale?
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A8: You can find them on various online used car marketplaces
(like eBay Motors, AutoTrader, Cars.com), through specialized
Acura forums and enthusiast communities, and at independent
used car dealerships. Be prepared to search diligently, as these
models are increasingly becoming collector's items.

The Acura TL Type-S Manual
Transmission: A Driver's Vision
The Acura TL Type-S manual transmission. Just the phrase
conjures pictures of aggressive styling, a throaty exhaust roar,
and the pure, unadulterated exhilaration of a perfectly timed heel-
toe downshift. This isn't just a car; it's a declaration – a testament
to a time when engaging driving dynamics were paramount,
before the ubiquity of automatic transmissions and driving-assist
systems threatened to dampen the raw connection between driver
and machine. This article will delve deeply into the characteristics
that made, and continue to make, the Acura TL Type-S manual
transmission a coveted piece of automotive heritage.

The soul of the Acura TL Type-S's allure lies, undeniably, in its six-
speed manual gearbox. Unlike the frequently mushy, imprecise
gearboxes found in many contemporary vehicles, the Type-S's
transmission offered a short throw, providing a direct, reactive
feel. Each gear change felt like a interaction with the car, a
tangible bond that's increasingly rare in today's automated
landscape. This tactile feedback isn't merely aesthetic; it’s
essential for precise control, particularly during energetic driving.
The hefty-ness of the shifter, combined with the distinct gate,
allowed for quick, confident shifts even under pressure,
transforming every drive into an participatory experience.

Beyond the utter driving pleasure, the manual transmission also
boosted the overall performance of the TL Type-S. The ability to
precisely control engine speed through the gearbox allowed
drivers to fully utilize the potent 3.5-liter V6 engine. The engine's
unbridled power was readily accessible, but the manual
transmission functioned as a mediator, allowing drivers to
maximize power delivery according to driving conditions and
personal taste. This level of driver involvement is something that
self-shifting transmissions, even the most sophisticated ones,
simply can't replicate.

The Acura TL Type-S manual transmission wasn't just about
{performance|; it also contributed to the car's unique character.
The experience of driving a Type-S manual is intensely {personal|;
it demands proficiency and focus, fostering a deeper
understanding for the mechanical techniques involved in driving.
It's a throwback to a simpler, more immediate relationship
between driver and machine, an antidote to the continuously
isolating nature of modern automotive technology.

Furthermore, the impact of the Acura TL Type-S manual
transmission extends beyond its proximate impact on driving. It
represents a important part of Acura’s history, showcasing the
brand’s commitment to performance and driver engagement. For
many enthusiasts, the Type-S remains an symbol of a golden age
of sports sedans, a time when the focus was on delivering an
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engaging and rewarding driving experience without the mediation
of advanced driver-assistance systems.

In conclusion, the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission wasn't
merely a element of a car; it was a essential part of a driving
experience. Its precise shifting, responsive feel, and overall
contribution to the car's performance created a unique driving
characteristic that remains greatly sought after by enthusiasts
today. The car stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of a
direct, tangible connection between driver and machine, a
connection increasingly rare in the modern automotive landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: Are Acura TL Type-S manual transmissions
challenging to drive?

A: While they demand more proficiency than automatics, the
precise shifting action makes them rewarding to master.
With practice, smooth and quick shifts become instinctive.

Q: Are parts for the Acura TL Type-S manual
transmission freely available?

A: Parts availability is becoming increasingly difficult due to
the age of the vehicle. However, many parts are still
obtainable through Acura dealerships or dedicated
aftermarket suppliers.

Q: How does the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission
contrast to other manual transmissions of its era?

A: The Type-S's transmission is often praised for its precise
throws and responsive feedback, surpassing many
competitors in terms of driving experience.

Q: Is it pricey to maintain an Acura TL Type-S manual
transmission?

A: Like any performance car, upkeep costs can be higher
than average. Regular fluid changes and preventative
measures are crucial to ensure the longevity of the
transmission.

Q: Is the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission a good
investment?

A: For driving enthusiasts who value a pure driving journey,
the Acura TL Type-S manual transmission offers an engaging
and rewarding experience that is hard to equal. Its value
depends on condition and market demand, but it remains a
sought-after classic for many collectors.
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