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Gloria Whelan's *Angel on the
Square* is not just a children's
book; it's a poignant exploration
of resilience, friendship, and the
power of community in the face
of adversity. This first book in the
series introduces us to the
unforgettable character of Annie,
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a young girl navigating the
challenges of poverty and loss in
Depression-era America. This
article delves into the heart of
this touching tale, examining its
themes, literary style, and lasting
impact, focusing on aspects like
Annie's character
development, the setting's
importance, themes of
poverty and loss, and the
impact of friendship.

Annie's Journey:
Character
Development and
Growth
*Angel on the Square* centers
around Annie, a resourceful and
independent girl whose life is
significantly impacted by the
Great Depression. Whelan
masterfully portrays Annie's inner
strength and unwavering spirit,
even amidst hardship. We see her
navigate the complexities of
poverty, juggling responsibilities
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beyond her years, and coping
with the loss of her mother. This
resilience is not presented as an
idealized perfection; instead,
Whelan allows Annie moments of
vulnerability and despair, making
her character relatable and
deeply human. Her
resourcefulness, showcased in
her attempts to provide for
herself and her family, adds
another layer to her personality.
This realistic portrayal of a child
struggling in difficult
circumstances is one of the
book's strengths and contributes
significantly to its lasting appeal.
Annie's evolution throughout the
story is gradual, showcasing the
subtle yet significant changes
wrought by experience and the
support she receives from those
around her.

The Setting:
Depression-Era
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Detroit and Its
Impact
Whelan skillfully uses the setting
of Depression-era Detroit as a
vital character in the narrative.
The harsh realities of poverty –
dilapidated buildings, food
scarcity, and widespread
unemployment – are not glossed
over; they are integral to
understanding Annie's struggles
and the challenges faced by her
community. The square itself, a
central location in the story,
becomes a microcosm of the
larger societal issues at play. It's
a place where Annie finds both
solace and conflict, a space
where she interacts with a
diverse cast of characters and
grapples with the complexities of
her world. The detailed
descriptions of the setting
contribute significantly to the
book's overall atmosphere,
painting a vivid picture of a time
and place marked by both
hardship and unexpected



Angel On The Square 1 Gloria Whelan

5

moments of hope. This use of
setting enhances the emotional
resonance of the story,
connecting the reader to Annie's
experience on a deeper level.

Themes of Poverty
and Loss: A
Realistic Portrayal
*Angel on the Square* doesn't
shy away from the difficult
realities of poverty and loss. The
narrative powerfully depicts the
emotional toll these experiences
take on Annie and those around
her. Whelan handles these
sensitive topics with grace and
sensitivity, ensuring that the
story remains age-appropriate
while still portraying the harsh
truths of the era. The book subtly
explores themes of social
injustice and the systemic
inequalities that exacerbate the
suffering caused by the
Depression. The story doesn't
offer easy solutions; instead, it
showcases the strength and



Angel On The Square 1 Gloria Whelan

6

resilience needed to navigate
such challenges, underscoring the
importance of community support
in overcoming adversity.

The Power of
Friendship: Building
Bonds in Hardship
Amidst the struggles, the power
of friendship shines through as a
beacon of hope. Annie's
relationships with other children
in her neighborhood, particularly
her friendships with the other
children on the square, highlight
the importance of human
connection in times of hardship.
These bonds provide emotional
support, a sense of belonging,
and practical assistance. The
friendships depicted in the book
are not idealized; they are
characterized by both conflict and
reconciliation, making them all
the more realistic and relatable.
These relationships offer a
counterpoint to the harsh realities
of poverty and loss, emphasizing
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the enduring power of human
connection and the ability of
children to find joy and support
amidst difficult circumstances.
These friendships, woven
throughout the narrative, serve
as a crucial source of strength for
Annie and add another layer of
depth to the story.

Conclusion: A
Timeless Tale of
Resilience
*Angel on the Square* is a
remarkable piece of children's
literature that transcends its
historical setting. Its enduring
appeal lies in its powerful
portrayal of a young girl's
resilience, the importance of
community, and the enduring
power of friendship. Whelan's
masterful storytelling, combined
with her sensitive handling of
challenging themes, creates a
book that resonates with readers
of all ages. The book serves as a
reminder that even in the darkest
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of times, hope and human
connection can provide solace
and strength. It encourages
empathy, understanding, and
appreciation for the strength of
the human spirit in the face of
adversity. The enduring legacy of
this book lies in its ability to
inspire and uplift, reminding us of
the power of human connection
and the importance of
perseverance.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What age group is *Angel
on the Square* appropriate
for?

A1: *Angel on the Square* is
generally considered appropriate
for children aged 8-12. However,
the book's themes of poverty and
loss might require some
discussion and support for
younger readers. The book's
complexity and depth also make
it suitable for older readers who
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can appreciate the nuanced
character development and
historical context.

Q2: What are the main
themes explored in the book?

A2: The main themes include
resilience, the impact of the Great
Depression on families and
communities, the importance of
friendship and community
support, poverty and loss, and
the strength of the human spirit.

Q3: How does the book
portray poverty?

A3: Whelan presents poverty
realistically, portraying its harsh
realities without sensationalizing
them. The book depicts the
struggles faced by Annie and her
family, including food insecurity,
lack of adequate housing, and the
emotional toll of hardship. This
honest portrayal makes the story
all the more impactful.

Q4: Is *Angel on the Square*
part of a series?
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A4: Yes, *Angel on the Square* is
the first book in a series featuring
Annie. The subsequent books
continue to follow Annie's life and
further explore themes of
resilience, family, and
community.

Q5: What makes the book
suitable for classroom use?

A5: Its suitability for classroom
use stems from its exploration of
important social and historical
themes, the opportunities for
discussion and critical thinking it
provides, and its relatable
characters and engaging
narrative. It's a valuable resource
for teaching about the Great
Depression and exploring themes
of resilience, empathy, and social
justice.

Q6: How does the author
develop Annie's character?

A6: Annie's character is
developed through a combination
of narration, dialogue, and her
actions throughout the story.
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Whelan avoids simply presenting
Annie as a victim; instead, she
shows her strength,
resourcefulness, and
vulnerability, creating a well-
rounded and relatable character.

Q7: What is the significance
of the "square" in the title?

A7: The square serves as a
symbolic representation of
Annie's community and her world.
It's a place where she interacts
with others, experiences both joy
and hardship, and develops
important relationships. The
square's physical state reflects
the broader economic and social
conditions of the time, adding
another layer to the story.

Q8: What is the overall
message or moral of the
story?

A8: The overall message
emphasizes the importance of
resilience, hope, and community
support in the face of adversity. It
shows that even in the darkest of
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times, human connection and
inner strength can help
individuals overcome challenges
and find meaning in their lives.

Delving into the
Angelic Realm: An
Exploration of
Gloria Whelan's
"Angel on the
Square"
Gloria Whelan's "Angel on the
Square" isn't merely a coming-of-
age story; it's a poignant
investigation of sorrow,
resilience, and the enduring
power of belief. This charming
narrative, situated against the
background of a lively city
square, weaves a intricate
tapestry of human connections
that resonate long after the final
chapter is closed. This article will
dive into the essence of Whelan's
work, examining its literary
techniques, subjects, and lasting



Angel On The Square 1 Gloria Whelan

13

influence.

The story revolves around little
Leo, a youth coping with the new
passing of his beloved
grandfather. Overwhelmed by
despair, Leo discovers peace in
the unusual companionship of an
aged woman named Mrs. Smith,
who lives a humble stall on the
square. Mrs. Oliver holds a
strange perspective on life and
death, a knowledge that she
conveys with Leo through tender
counsel and sincere talks.

Whelan's style is remarkably
accessible, yet rich in complexity.
She skillfully uses simple words to
convey profound sentiments. The
depictions of the square itself are
lively, creating a feeling of place
that is both homely and mystical.
The ambiance is perfectly seized,
allowing the reader to thoroughly
immerse themselves in Leo's life.

One of the central themes
explored in "Angel on the Square"
is the journey of recovery after
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loss. Leo's gradual understanding
of his grandfather's demise is
delicately portrayed, shunning
sentimentality while maintaining
a powerful sentimental impact.
The relationship between Leo and
Mrs. Smith serves as a
representation for the mend
process itself, illustrating how
companionship and empathy can
aid in the difficult job of coping
sadness.

The title itself, "Angel on the
Square," is rich in figurative
significance. Mrs. Peterson, with
her compassionate nature and
wise guidance, acts as an angel
shape in Leo's life, giving him
comfort and direction during a
trying time. However, the name
also indicates that guardian
angels can be encountered in the
most unforeseen places, often in
the everyday people we interact
with in our lives.

Whelan's story is a evidence to
the strength of human
connection, the value of hearing
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to people's demands, and the
lasting power of belief. It's a story
that should echo with readers of
all life stages, offering comfort,
comprehension, and a renewed
sense of hope in the face of
hardship.

In closing, "Angel on the Square"
is more than just a juvenile novel.
It's a stimulating exploration of
human emotions, the recovery
path, and the unexpected places
where peace and faith can be
found. Whelan's skillful use of
vocabulary, individuality growth,
and moving scenes makes this a
truly remarkable reading
encounter.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ):

1. What is the main theme of
"Angel on the Square"? The
main theme revolves around
coping with grief and loss, finding
comfort in unexpected places,
and the restorative power of
human connection.
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2. What is the significance of
the title? The title symbolizes
the idea that angels, or sources of
comfort and guidance, can be
found in unexpected places and
ordinary people.

3. What age group is this book
suitable for? While suitable for
younger readers, its themes of
grief and loss make it appropriate
for a broader audience, including
young adults and even adults.

4. What makes the writing
style unique? Whelan's writing
is characterized by its simplicity,
accessibility, and emotional
depth. She uses simple language
to convey complex emotions
effectively.

5. What are some practical
benefits of reading this book?
Reading this book can offer
comfort and understanding to
those dealing with grief, promote
empathy and compassion, and
inspire hope in the face of
adversity.
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