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Diary of Anne Frank: Wendy Kesselman's
Adaptation - A Deeper Look

The enduring power of Anne Frank's story continues to resonate with audiences worldwide, and Wendy
Kesselman's adaptation of *The Diary of Anne Frank* plays a crucial role in ensuring its relevance for
contemporary theatre. This revised script, while remaining faithful to Anne's original voice, offers a fresh
perspective, tackling complex themes with nuance and sensitivity. This article will delve into the intricacies of
Kesselman's adaptation, exploring its key features, dramatic impact, educational value, and lasting legacy.
We'll also examine aspects like the character development, the thematic exploration, the historical
context, and the stage directions integral to the script's success.

Kesselman's Revision: A Modern Interpretation

Kesselman's adaptation, first performed in 1997, wasn't simply a retelling; it was a careful reimagining. She
expanded upon the original text, particularly by enriching the characters' backstories and adding scenes that
illuminated their internal struggles and relationships. While the core narrative remains Anne's diary entries,
Kesselman's script allows us to more deeply understand the family dynamics, the anxieties of hiding, and the
broader impact of the Holocaust. She achieved this by weaving additional material - often from historical
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accounts and research - into the fabric of Anne's diary entries, creating a more complete and immersive
theatrical experience. This enriched narrative structure enhances both the emotional impact and historical
understanding.

Enhanced Character Development and Thematic Exploration

One of the key strengths of Kesselman's script lies in its profound character development. While the original
diary offers glimpses into Anne’s personality, Kesselman fleshes out the other characters, giving them
individual motivations and compelling arcs. Mr. Frank, for instance, is no longer a passive figure but a man
wrestling with guilt and responsibility. Similarly, the portrayal of Mrs. Frank and Margot becomes more
complex and nuanced, shedding light on their experiences and struggles within the confined space of the
Annex. This enhanced focus allows the audience to connect with the characters on a deeper, more human level.
The resulting character arcs within this context powerfully communicate the universal themes of hope,
perseverance, and the devastating impact of hatred and prejudice.

Historical Context and Stage Directions

Kesselman's adaptation meticulously integrates historical context. While Anne's diary provides a personal
account, Kesselman'’s script weaves in broader historical information, grounding the story within the harsh
realities of the Holocaust. This context helps the audience to fully appreciate the gravity of the situation and
the bravery of the individuals hiding in the Annex. Furthermore, the stage directions in Kesselman'’s script are
incredibly detailed, providing guidance to directors and actors on how to convey the claustrophobia, tension,
and hope that permeated the lives of those in hiding. The careful stagecraft envisioned by Kesselman elevates
the play beyond a simple reading of the diary and crafts a powerful and emotionally resonant theatrical
experience.
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Educational Value and Legacy

Kesselman's *Diary of Anne Frank* serves as a powerful educational tool. Its accessibility and dramatic flair
make it an effective vehicle for teaching students about the Holocaust, prejudice, and the importance of
tolerance. The play's emotional impact ensures that the lessons learned are deeply felt, leaving a lasting
impression on young audiences. Moreover, its updated language and pacing make it more engaging for modern
audiences, ensuring the story's continued relevance for generations to come. The educational potential of the
script extends beyond historical events; it explores universal themes of family, resilience, and the indomitable
human spirit—themes which remain powerfully resonant in the present day. The educational applications of
this version are particularly noteworthy for its ability to connect with younger audiences.

Conclusion: A Testament to Resilience and Hope

Wendy Kesselman's adaptation of *The Diary of Anne Frank* is more than a revised script; it's a testament to
the enduring power of Anne Frank's story and a tribute to the resilience of the human spirit. By enriching the
characters, expanding upon the narrative, and seamlessly integrating historical context, Kesselman has created
a production that is both deeply moving and profoundly insightful. It remains a vital theatrical work, ensuring
that Anne's voice, her experiences, and her message of hope continue to resonate with audiences worldwide,
providing a timeless warning against the dangers of hatred and intolerance.

FAQ

Q1: How does Kesselman’s adaptation differ from the original diary?
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Al: Kesselman's adaptation expands upon the original diary entries. She adds scenes and dialogue to develop
the supporting characters, providing more context and insight into their lives and motivations. She also weaves
in historical information to better ground the story in its historical context. The original diary is a deeply
personal account; Kesselman's script creates a more complete narrative for the stage.

Q2: What are the main themes explored in Kesselman's adaptation?

A2: The play explores several key themes: the horrors of the Holocaust, the importance of family and resilience
in the face of adversity, the struggle for hope and survival amidst despair, the insidious nature of prejudice and
hatred, and the power of the human spirit to endure.

Q3: Is Kesselman's script suitable for younger audiences?

A3: While the subject matter is inherently mature and deals with sensitive issues, Kesselman's adaptation can
be adapted for younger audiences with careful guidance and discussion. The play's emotional power makes it
an effective tool for educating younger generations about the Holocaust and its implications. However,
parental discretion and age-appropriate discussion are advisable.

Q4: What makes Kesselman's adaptation so successful?

A4: Kesselman’s adaptation successfully blends fidelity to Anne’s original voice with a modern sensibility. It
expands the narrative, strengthens character development, and integrates historical context without
compromising the emotional core of Anne’s story. Her skillful adaptation makes the story accessible and
resonant for contemporary audiences.

Q5: Are there any specific challenges in staging Kesselman's adaptation?
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A5: Staging the play requires careful attention to the claustrophobic setting of the Annex. Directors must
effectively convey the tension, fear, and hope within the confines of the secret space. The emotional nuances of
the characters also require sensitive and skilled acting.

Q6: How does the play contribute to Holocaust education?

A6: The play offers a powerful and personal perspective on the Holocaust through Anne's eyes. It humanizes
the victims and exposes the devastating consequences of hatred and prejudice. Its dramatic structure makes it
an effective teaching tool for conveying the historical context and emotional impact of the Holocaust.

Q7: What are some key differences between the various stage adaptations of Anne Frank’s diary?

A7: Several adaptations exist, but Kesselman’s stands out for its expanded character development, more
extensive historical context, and greater narrative depth. Earlier adaptations often focused more directly on
Anne's diary entries with less exploration of the other characters' lives and motivations.

Q8: Where can I find the script for Wendy Kesselman's adaptation?

A8: The script is available through theatrical licensing agencies such as Dramatists Play Service. It's also
available in published book form. You should check with these organizations for the most up-to-date availability
and licensing information.

Deconstructing Wendy Kesselman's Adaptation: A Deep Dive into
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the *Diary of Anne Frank* Script

Wendy Kesselman's reimagining of Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett's stage drama based on Anne Frank's
diary is more than just a rework; it's a demonstration in how to revisit a classic text for a contemporary
audience while preserving its essential themes. This article will delve into the intricacies of Kesselman's script,
examining its merits, difficulties, and lasting influence on theatrical productions and our appreciation of Anne
Frank's narrative.

The original Goodrich and Hackett version, while groundbreaking for its time, undeniably omitted certain
elements of Anne's journey and the broader historical setting. Kesselman's script bravely confronts these
omissions, enriching upon the psychological lives of the characters and including a more nuanced portrayal of
the political realities of Nazi-occupied Amsterdam. Specifically, Kesselman's adaptation introduces a more
prominent role for Anne's father, Otto Frank, allowing him to directly convey the audience, providing a moving
frame narrative that grounds the drama's emotional weight. This option allows for a more direct engagement
with the audience's emotions and underscores the enduring significance of Anne's message.

Kesselman also deftly elaborates upon Anne's private world, offering greater complexity to her personality. The
record entries are no longer merely read but are woven more seamlessly into the plot, permitting us to witness
Anne's development as a human being more closely. This method changes the drama from a straightforward
biographical narrative into a more lively and riveting exploration of the psychological spirit in the face of
unimaginable adversity.

One of the most significant contributions of Kesselman's script is its inclusion of more historical background.
While the original production hinted at the dangers facing the Franks and the other residents of the secret
annex, Kesselman expands upon this aspect, providing a more complete understanding of the suffering faced
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by Jews under Nazi rule. This does not lessen the focus on the emotional essence of the tale, but rather
enriches it by positioning it within its appropriate historical framework.

However, the adaptation is not without its opponents. Some claim that Kesselman’s additions are superfluous
or diminish the power of Anne’s own voice. Others think the increased historical detail impairs the production's
emotional pace. These are valid points that necessitate a careful examination of the script's choices and their
consequences. Ultimately, the success of Kesselman's adaptation lies in its ability to synthesize historical truth
with emotional power.

In conclusion, Wendy Kesselman's adaptation of the *Diary of Anne Frank* is a remarkable achievement in
theatrical drama. It masterfully modernizes a classic drama for a contemporary audience while maintaining the
essence of Anne Frank's story. By expanding upon the emotional lives of the characters and incorporating a
richer historical context, Kesselman's script guarantees that Anne's story remains as powerful and important
today as it was when it was first written. Its use in educational settings provides invaluable opportunities to
discuss the Holocaust, tolerance, and the enduring power of the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What are the key differences between Kesselman's script and the original Goodrich and Hackett
adaptation? Kesselman's version expands on Anne's inner life, incorporates more historical context, and
features a more prominent role for Otto Frank, providing a framing narrative. The original is more focused on
the events within the annex itself.

2. Is Kesselman's script considered more historically accurate? Yes, it incorporates more historical
details about Nazi persecution and the broader context of World War II, making it a more comprehensive
representation.
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3. How does Kesselman's script engage a modern audience? By expanding the psychological depth of the
characters and incorporating more contemporary theatrical techniques, Kesselman makes the story more
accessible and relevant to today’s audiences.

4. What are the educational benefits of using Kesselman's script in classrooms? It offers a more
nuanced and complete understanding of the Holocaust, fostering discussions about prejudice, tolerance,
resilience, and the importance of historical awareness.
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