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The Town and Country Planning General Development Amendment No. 3 Order
1991: A Deep Dive into English Planning Law

The Town and Country Planning General Development Amendment No. 3 Order 1991 (GDANo.3) significantly altered the landscape of development
control in England. This order, a key component of English planning law, streamlined certain types of building projects, impacting everything
from house extensions to agricultural buildings. Understanding its implications is crucial for developers, landowners, and anyone involved in

the planning process. This article will explore the key aspects of GDANo.3, its impact on permitted development rights, its historical
context, and its ongoing relevance in the modern planning system.

Introduction: Simplifying the Planning Process

Prior to the 1991 amendment, obtaining planning permission for even minor building projects often involved lengthy and complex procedures.
GDANo.3 aimed to alleviate this burden by introducing a system of permitted development rights. This means that certain types of development
could proceed without the need for full planning permission, subject to specific conditions and limitations. This simplification was intended
to stimulate economic activity and reduce administrative burdens on local planning authorities, while still safeguarding the environment and

protecting local character. The Order focused on streamlining the process for smaller-scale developments, recognizing the disproportionate

effort previously required for such projects.

Permitted Development Rights under GDANo.3: What's Allowed?

GDANo.3 granted permitted development rights for a range of developments, particularly focusing on extensions to existing buildings. This
included:

e Extensions to dwellings: Specific limits were placed on the size and design of extensions, often based on factors like the existing
building's size and its location within a designated area. This aspect of GDANo.3 has proven particularly popular, enabling homeowners to
improve their properties without navigating the complexities of full planning applications.

e Agricultural buildings: The order allowed for the construction of certain agricultural buildings without the need for detailed planning
permission, provided they met specific criteria regarding size, location, and materials.

e Other minor works: GDANo.3 also covered other minor development types, contributing to a reduction in administrative burdens for both
applicants and planning authorities.

It's crucial to note that these permitted development rights are not unlimited. They are subject to numerous conditions, including
restrictions on height, materials, and proximity to neighboring properties. Furthermore, the rights can be removed or modified by article 4
directions issued by local authorities, which can withdraw permitted development rights for specific areas to protect local amenities or
character. The interplay between GDANo.3 and article 4 directions represents a complex but vital aspect of planning law in England.
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The Impact of GDANo.3 on the English Planning System

The introduction of GDANo.3 had a profound impact on the English planning system:

e Increased efficiency: The simplified process for permitted development reduced the workload on local planning authorities, allowing them
to focus on larger and more complex projects.
e Economic stimulation: By enabling easier property improvements and agricultural expansion, GDANo.3 arguably helped boost economic
activity in certain sectors.
* Potential for conflicts: The streamlined nature of the process, whilst efficient, also occasionally led to conflicts between neighbors
concerning the impact of development under permitted development rights. This highlights the importance of understanding the limitations
and conditions associated with these rights.

GDANo.3 in the Modern Context: Ongoing Relevance and Amendments

While GDANo.3 is no longer the most recent piece of legislation concerning permitted development rights, its principles continue to inform
current planning policy. Subsequent legislation has built upon and modified the provisions established by GDANo.3. The order's legacy 1is
evident in the ongoing emphasis on streamlining the planning process for certain types of development, although ongoing legal challenges and
policy shifts have necessitated several amendments and additions. Understanding GDANo.3 provides a crucial foundation for comprehending the
evolution and current state of permitted development in England.

Conclusion

The Town and Country Planning General Development Amendment No. 3 Order 1991 represents a significant turning point in English planning law.
By introducing a system of permitted development rights, it aimed to streamline the planning process, stimulate economic activity, and reduce
administrative burdens. While not without its limitations and potential for conflict, its impact on the modern planning system is undeniable.
Understanding its provisions, limitations, and subsequent amendments is crucial for anyone involved in development or property ownership in
England.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1l: What happens if I exceed the permitted development rights under GDANo.3?

Al: Exceeding the permitted development rights laid out in GDANo.3 typically requires a full planning application. The local planning
authority will assess the proposed development against the relevant planning policies. Failure to obtain planning permission could lead to
enforcement action, potentially including the requirement to remove or alter the unauthorized development.

Q2: Can my local authority revoke my permitted development rights?

A2: Yes, local authorities can revoke or restrict permitted development rights through Article 4 directions. This is often done to protect
local character, amenities, or to address specific planning issues within a particular area. The process involves public consultation and
notification to affected parties.

Q3: Are there any fees associated with permitted development?

A3: While there isn't a planning application fee for developments under permitted development rights, other fees may apply, such as building
regulations fees. It is crucial to understand all applicable fees before commencing any works.
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Q4: How do I determine if my proposed development falls under GDANo.3?

A4: Carefully reviewing the specific provisions of GDANo.3 and any subsequent amendments is crucial. Local planning authority websites often
offer guidance on permitted development rights, but professional planning advice is advisable to ensure compliance.

Q5: What if my neighbor objects to my permitted development?

A5: While permitted development rights allow certain developments to proceed without full planning permission, neighbors can still raise
concerns if the development impacts their property or amenity. These concerns should be addressed proactively, and in some cases, may lead to
negotiation or even the need to seek further planning approvals.

Q6: Is GDANo.3 still relevant today?

A6: While newer legislation has built upon and amended its provisions, the principles of GDANo.3 remain fundamental to the current permitted
development system in England. It laid the groundwork for the modern approach to streamlining smaller-scale developments.

Q7: Where can I find the full text of GDANo.3?

A7: The full text of the Town and Country Planning General Development Amendment No. 3 Order 1991 can be found through the UK Government's
legislation website and other legal databases.

Q8: What are the potential downsides of using permitted development rights?

A8: While offering a simpler route to development, permitted development can limit design flexibility, and may not provide the same level of
scrutiny as a full planning application. Neighborly disputes are also a potential downside. Careful consideration is always necessary.

Decoding the 1991 Town and Country Planning General Development Amendment No. 3 Order: A Deep
Dive into English Planning Law

The Town and Country Planning General Development Order 1991 (Amendment No. 3) represents a significant watershed in English planning
regulation. This document subtly, yet profoundly, altered the landscape of permitted development rights, affecting how builders and property
owners could modify their buildings without needing full planning consent. Understanding its intricacies is vital for anyone involved in the

English planning system. This article endeavors to unravel the complexities of this influential amendment.

The chief objective of the 1991 Amendment No. 3 was to streamline the planning process for particular types of development. Prior to its
enactment, many relatively minor changes to structures required lengthy and expensive planning applications. This amendment sought to reduce
bureaucratic impediments, permitting for faster and more efficient development, particularly for minor projects.

One of the most important changes brought about by the amendment was the increase of permitted development rights for certain types of
extensions. For example, the order enabled for the erection of additions to existing houses up to a certain size and subject to defined
conditions. This did away with the need for planning approval for numerous residents desiring to improve their homes. The clarity given by the
amendment decreased vagueness and conflicts surrounding permitted development rights.

However, the amendment wasn't without its restrictions. The permitted development rights were strictly outlined, and any deviation from these
specifications would negate the permitted development status, requiring a full planning application. This strictness guaranteed that the
mechanism didn't turn into too permissive, avoiding potentially detrimental developments.

Another significant feature of the amendment was its impact on agricultural buildings. The order introduced alterations to the permitted
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development rights for agricultural buildings, allowing for specific types of additions and modifications without the need for planning
permission. This gave a much-needed incentive to the rural sector, permitting farmers to modify their buildings to meet evolving demands
without unnecessary obstacle.

The 1991 Amendment No. 3 wasn't just a simple set of rules; it was a deliberately crafted instrument that aimed to harmonize the demands of
constructors with the needs of communities. It was a acknowledgement that specific types of development could be allowed without the
requirement for extensive planning scrutiny, while other types needed more rigorous evaluation.

The long-term impact of the 1991 Amendment No. 3 has been significant. It created a precedent for future amendments and further improved the
planning process. It also stressed the value of striking a balance between the wish for streamlined development and the protection of the
environment. The amendment continues to form planning decisions today and serves as a important example in the skill of balancing progress

with conservation.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1l: What are the key changes introduced by the 1991 Amendment No. 37?

Al: Primarily, the amendment expanded permitted development rights for home extensions and agricultural buildings, streamlining the planning
process for smaller-scale projects. Specific size and condition limitations were defined to manage the extent of permitted development.

Q2: Does the amendment apply to all types of development?

A2: No, the amendment only applies to specific types of development, primarily smaller-scale extensions and alterations to existing buildings,
as defined within the order itself. Larger or more significant developments still require full planning permission.

Q3: What are the potential drawbacks of relying on permitted development rights?

A3: While convenient, relying solely on permitted development rights can limit design flexibility and potentially lead to less aesthetically
pleasing developments. There’'s also a risk of unknowingly violating conditions, necessitating retrospective planning applications.

Q4: Where can I find a copy of the 1991 Amendment No. 3 Order?

A4: The order is available through various online legal databases and potentially within the archives of the UK government's website, though
accessing the original might require some navigation skills. Your local planning authority is also a valuable source of information.
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