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Reading Heidegger from the Start: Essays in His
Earliest Thought (SUNY Series in Contemporary
Continental Philosophy) – A Deep Dive
Delving  into  the  complex  philosophical  landscape  of  Martin  Heidegger  can  feel  daunting.
Fortunately, *Reading Heidegger from the Start: Essays in His Earliest Thought* (part of the
SUNY  Series  in  Contemporary  Continental  Philosophy)  offers  a  valuable  entry  point.  This
collection of essays provides a compelling and accessible introduction to Heidegger's early
work, illuminating the genesis of his key concepts and providing a crucial foundation for
understanding his later, more challenging writings. This article will explore the book's key
contributions,  its  unique  approach,  and  its  significance  within  the  broader  context  of
Continental philosophy, Heidegger's phenomenology, and the study of existentialism. We’ll also
examine the book’s practical applications for students and scholars engaged with Heidegger's
early writings and the development of his thought.
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Understanding Heidegger's Early Work: A Foundation for Later
Explorations
This collection of essays doesn't shy away from the complexities of Heidegger's thought.
Instead, it strategically navigates the intricacies of his early work, placing it within its
historical  and  intellectual  context.  The  editors  and  contributors  skillfully  unpack  the
development of Heidegger's key themes, revealing the seeds of his later, more mature ideas.
This approach avoids the common pitfall of presenting Heidegger as a monolithic figure, instead
highlighting the evolution of his thinking and the nuances within his philosophical project.

The book skillfully addresses the foundational concepts that would shape Heidegger's later,
more mature works. Concepts like *being*, *Dasein*, and *existentiality* are examined in their
nascent  form,  revealing  their  gradual  unfolding  and  refinement  through  Heidegger’s  early
writings. This approach offers a crucial advantage: it allows readers to grasp the intellectual
trajectory of Heidegger’s thought, making the more challenging aspects of his later philosophy
more accessible.

Key Themes and Contributions of the Essays
The essays within *Reading Heidegger from the Start* cover a wide range of topics, including
Heidegger's early engagement with phenomenology, his critique of traditional ontology, and his
nascent exploration of the relationship between being, time, and human existence. Several key
themes emerge repeatedly throughout the collection:

The Question of Being: The essays consistently grapple with Heidegger’s central concern:
the question of Being (Sein). They trace the evolution of this concern from his early work,
showing how it shaped his critique of traditional metaphysics and laid the foundation for
his unique approach to ontology. This exploration offers valuable insights into the
fundamental question that drives Heidegger's entire philosophical project.
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Phenomenology and Existentialism: The collection deftly explores the interplay between
phenomenology and existentialism in Heidegger's early thought. It shows how Heidegger’s
engagement with Husserl's phenomenology informed his own unique existential approach,
highlighting both the continuities and divergences between these two influential schools of
thought.

The Significance of Language: The essays illuminate the role of language in Heidegger's
early philosophy. They demonstrate how Heidegger viewed language not merely as a tool for
communication, but as a constitutive element of human existence and our understanding of
Being. This exploration provides crucial context for understanding Heidegger's later work
on language and poetry.

Heidegger's Engagement with Other Philosophers: The collection also examines Heidegger's
dialogue with other influential thinkers, such as Aristotle, Kant, and Nietzsche. Analyzing
these  dialogues  reveals  the  intellectual  influences  that  shaped  Heidegger’s  own
philosophical  development  and  helps  to  place  his  contributions  within  a  broader
philosophical  context.

The Value of a Chronological Approach
The chronological approach adopted in this book is particularly valuable. It allows readers to
witness the intellectual development of Heidegger's thought firsthand. This approach is crucial
for understanding the nuances of his philosophy and avoiding misinterpretations that can arise
from isolating his later works from their earlier foundations. By tracing the evolution of his
ideas,  the  essays  provide  a  richer,  more  nuanced  understanding  of  the  overall  scope  of
Heidegger's contribution to philosophy. This avoids the common trap of treating Heidegger's
work as a static body of knowledge, instead highlighting its dynamism and growth.
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Practical Applications and Audience
*Reading Heidegger from the Start* is a valuable resource for undergraduate and graduate
students  of  philosophy,  particularly  those  specializing  in  continental  philosophy,
phenomenology, and existentialism. The book's accessibility makes it suitable for students
approaching Heidegger's work for the first time. It also provides a solid foundation for those
who wish to engage with his later, more challenging writings. Scholars will appreciate the
insightful analysis and careful contextualization of Heidegger's early work. Furthermore, the
book serves as a valuable tool for instructors teaching courses on Heidegger or related topics,
providing a structured and insightful introduction to his foundational ideas.

Conclusion: Navigating the Path to Heidegger
*Reading  Heidegger  from  the  Start:  Essays  in  His  Earliest  Thought*  is  a  significant
contribution to Heidegger scholarship. By offering a carefully curated collection of essays
focusing on Heidegger's early writings, it provides a much-needed and accessible entry point
into the often daunting world of Heideggerian thought. The book’s chronological approach,
combined with the clear and insightful analyses of the contributors, makes it an invaluable
resource for students and scholars alike. It successfully bridges the gap between introductory
and advanced Heidegger scholarship, fostering a deeper and more nuanced appreciation of one of
the most influential philosophers of the 20th century. It is a crucial text for anyone seeking
to understand the development and impact of Heidegger's profound ideas.

FAQ
Q1: Is this book suitable for beginners to Heidegger's philosophy?

A1: Absolutely. The book is specifically designed as an introduction to Heidegger's work,
focusing on his early, more accessible writings. It avoids overly technical language and
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provides  sufficient  context  to  make  the  complex  ideas  understandable  to  those  new  to
Heidegger's philosophy.

Q2: What makes this book different from other introductions to Heidegger?

A2: The book's chronological approach, focusing specifically on Heidegger's early work, sets it
apart. Many introductions to Heidegger jump directly to his more mature works, neglecting the
crucial  developmental  stages  of  his  thought.  This  book  helps  avoid  misunderstandings  by
grounding readers in the foundations of his philosophy.

Q3: What are the main benefits of reading Heidegger's early work?

A3: Understanding Heidegger's early work provides a crucial foundation for comprehending his
later, more complex ideas. It allows readers to trace the development of his key concepts,
leading to a richer and more nuanced appreciation of his overall philosophical project.

Q4: Does the book cover all of Heidegger's early writings?

A4:  No,  it  focuses  on  a  selection  of  key  texts,  chosen  for  their  significance  in  the
development of Heidegger's thought. It provides a representative overview rather than an
exhaustive survey.

Q5: What kind of background is required to benefit from this book?

A5: While a background in philosophy is helpful, it's not strictly necessary. The essays are
written in a clear and accessible style, making them understandable to readers with a general
interest in philosophy and intellectual history.

Q6: How does this book contribute to the field of Continental philosophy?

A6: The book makes a significant contribution by offering a fresh and insightful perspective on
Heidegger's  early  work,  placing  it  within  its  historical  and  intellectual  context.  It
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challenges common interpretations and provides a more nuanced understanding of Heidegger's
influence on Continental philosophy.

Q7: Are there any specific methodologies employed in the essays?

A7: The essays primarily employ close textual analysis, contextual historical analysis, and
philosophical argumentation to interpret and analyze Heidegger’s early writings. They draw on
both primary and secondary sources to support their claims.

Q8: What are the future implications of studying Heidegger's early thought as presented in this
book?

A8: A clearer understanding of Heidegger's early work helps refine interpretations of his
mature work and provides a stronger basis for future research on his philosophical development
and lasting influence. It fosters a more accurate and nuanced engagement with his complex and
significant legacy within philosophy.

Delving into Heidegger's Genesis: A Journey Through "Reading
Heidegger from the Start"
This article examines the captivating world of Martin Heidegger's early intellectual works, as
illuminated in the crucial collection, "Reading Heidegger from the Start: Essays in His
Earliest Thought" (SUNY Series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy). This collection offers
a unique opportunity to comprehend the genesis of one of the 20th century's most significant
minds. By exploring Heidegger's early papers, we can obtain a more nuanced insight of his
mature work, and its enduring impact on subsequent generations of academic inquiry.

The collection itself acts as a guide through the complex terrain of Heidegger's early ideas.
It does not simply provide a chronological narrative of his academic progression, but rather
aims to underscore the motifs and issues that shall shape his later contributions. This
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approach enables the reader to observe the development of Heidegger's distinctive perspective
and his interaction with preceding intellectual schools.

One of the principal themes explored in "Reading Heidegger from the Start" is Heidegger's
initial dialogue with the ontological school. The papers show how Heidegger shaped his own
original methodology to phenomenology, going beyond Husserl's emphasis on consciousness to
explore the existential foundations of existence. This shift is explicitly demonstrated in his
study of fundamental ideas such as being-in-time, being, and death.

Another important feature of Heidegger's early thinking, stressed in the volume, is his
evaluative  engagement  with  established  ontology.  Heidegger  maintained  that  established
metaphysics had concealed the true nature of being, and he attempted to transcend this barrier
through his original philosophical approach. This radical engagement with established ontology
formed the basis for his later work.

The writings included in "Reading Heidegger from the Start" are not always easy to read.
Heidegger's prose is frequently complex, and his logic can be nuanced. However, the labor is
definitely rewarding it. The understandings offered in these early works give a unparalleled
perspective on the development of Heidegger's philosophy, and allow the reader to interact with
the origins of one of the most significant figures in 20th-century thinking.

The  practical  advantages  of  studying  Heidegger's  early  works  are  manifold.  It  develops
interpretive thinking, strengthens academic knowledge, and broadens our grasp of essential
existential issues. Moreover, it offers a exceptional lens for understanding the existence
around us.

In summary, "Reading Heidegger from the Start" presents an essential aid for anyone intrigued
in understanding the genesis of Martin Heidegger's thought. The book effectively highlights the
key themes and logic that shall form his subsequent philosophy, giving a rich and enriching
intellectual adventure.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Q: Is this book only for advanced philosophy students?

A: While the material is dense, the introductory essays and clear organization in "Reading
Heidegger from the Start" make it accessible to undergraduates and those with a keen interest
in philosophy, even without extensive prior knowledge of Heidegger.

2. Q: What is the significance of studying Heidegger's early works?

A: Studying his early works reveals the genesis of his major concepts and allows for a deeper
understanding of his mature thought by tracing the development of his ideas. It also offers a
window into the intellectual context of his time.

3. Q: How does this book compare to other introductions to Heidegger?

A: This book uniquely focuses on Heidegger's earliest writings, providing a foundation for
understanding his later, more complex works. Other introductions often start with his mature
philosophy, potentially obscuring the development of his key ideas.

4. Q: What are some potential criticisms of the book's approach?

A: Some might criticize the focus solely on early works, arguing that it neglects the evolution
and complexities of Heidegger’s later thinking. Others may find the interpretations presented
too narrowly focused.

5. Q: What are some further resources for continued study after reading this book?

A: After reading "Reading Heidegger from the Start," one can delve into Heidegger's *Being and
Time*, his later essays on technology and art, and secondary literature that analyzes his work
in more detail. This book serves as a crucial foundation for such further exploration.
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