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BMW 735i 1988 Factory
Service Repair Manual:
Your Ultimate Guide to
Classic Car Maintenance
Owning a classic BMW 735i from 1988 is a testament to
appreciation for automotive engineering and elegant
design. But maintaining such a sophisticated machine
requires more than just regular oil changes. This is
where the BMW 735i 1988 factory service repair
manual becomes indispensable. This comprehensive
guide will delve into the importance, usage, and benefits
of possessing this crucial document, exploring everything
from its detailed specifications to troubleshooting
common issues. We'll also consider alternative resources
like Haynes manuals and online forums for
supplementary information.
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Understanding the Value of a
Factory Manual
The 1988 BMW 735i factory service repair manual is
not just a collection of diagrams and instructions; it's the
definitive guide to the inner workings of your vehicle.
Unlike generic repair manuals, the factory manual
provides precise specifications, torque values, and
troubleshooting procedures developed by BMW
engineers. This level of detail is crucial for ensuring
proper repairs and maintaining the longevity of your
classic car. Key features include:

Detailed Diagrams and Illustrations: Complex
systems are broken down into easily
understandable diagrams, guiding you through
each step of a repair or maintenance procedure.
Precise Specifications: The manual lists exact
specifications for fluids, parts, and components,
ensuring you use the correct materials for optimal
performance and longevity.
Troubleshooting Guides: Extensive
troubleshooting sections help you diagnose
problems efficiently, saving you time and money by
avoiding unnecessary repairs.
Wiring Diagrams: Understanding the electrical
system of a classic car can be challenging. The
factory manual provides detailed wiring diagrams,
making electrical repairs and diagnostics
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significantly easier.
Maintenance Schedules: Adhering to the
recommended maintenance schedules outlined in
the manual is vital for preventative maintenance
and prolonging the life of your engine and other
components. This directly impacts the car's resale
value and overall reliability.

Sourcing Your BMW 735i 1988
Repair Manual
Finding a genuine BMW 735i 1988 factory service
repair manual might require some effort. While you
might find used copies on online marketplaces like eBay
or Amazon, it's essential to verify their condition and
completeness. Damaged or incomplete manuals can be
frustrating and less helpful. Consider these options:

Online Retailers: Websites specializing in
automotive manuals often carry original factory
manuals, although prices can vary. Be sure to
check seller reviews and ratings before purchasing.
BMW Dealerships: While not always guaranteed,
some BMW dealerships might still have access to
older manuals or be able to direct you to reliable
sources.
Classic Car Clubs: Joining a BMW enthusiast club
or forum dedicated to the E32 series (the chassis
for the 1988 735i) can provide valuable leads and
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potential connections for acquiring a manual.

Using the Manual Effectively: A
Practical Approach
Once you have your BMW 735i 1988 service manual,
utilizing it effectively is crucial. Don't approach complex
repairs without a proper understanding of the steps
involved. Here are some practical tips:

Familiarize Yourself with the Structure: Spend
some time browsing through the manual to
understand its organization and locate key
sections.
Start with Simple Tasks: Begin with
straightforward maintenance like oil changes or
fluid checks to gain confidence in using the
manual.
Gather Necessary Tools: Always ensure you have
the correct tools before starting any repair. The
manual will often list the required tools for each
procedure.
Take Your Time: Rushing through a repair is a
recipe for mistakes. Take your time, carefully
follow the instructions, and double-check your
work.
Consult Additional Resources: Don't hesitate to
consult online forums or other resources if you
encounter difficulties. However, always prioritize
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the information in the factory manual.

Beyond the Factory Manual:
Supplementary Resources
While the factory manual is the gold standard,
supplementary resources can enhance your
understanding and troubleshooting capabilities. These
include:

Haynes Manuals: These provide a more general
overview but can be helpful for visual aids and
supplementary information.
Online Forums: Websites and forums dedicated to
BMWs and classic cars offer a wealth of knowledge
shared by enthusiasts and experienced mechanics.
This can be a valuable resource for troubleshooting
and finding solutions to specific problems.
YouTube Tutorials: Many DIY videos showcase
repairs and maintenance on similar models,
offering visual guidance that complements the
written instructions in your manual. However,
always verify the information against your factory
manual.

Conclusion: Invest in Your Classic
Investing in a BMW 735i 1988 factory service repair
manual is an investment in the long-term health and



Bmw 735i 1988 Factory Service Repair Manual

Bmw 735i 1988 Factory Service Repair Manual
6

value of your classic car. It empowers you to perform
maintenance and repairs correctly, ensuring your
vehicle's longevity, performance, and resale value. While
alternative resources can be helpful, the factory manual
remains the ultimate guide, providing the most accurate
and detailed information for your specific model.

FAQ: Addressing Common
Questions
Q1: Are there differences between different
versions of the 1988 BMW 735i manual?

A1: While the core information will be similar, minor
variations might exist depending on the specific
production date and region. Always check the manual's
specifications to ensure it matches your vehicle's VIN.

Q2: Can I use a generic repair manual instead of
the factory manual?

A2: While a generic manual might offer some general
guidance, it lacks the precise specifications and detailed
instructions found in the factory manual. Using a generic
manual can lead to incorrect repairs or even damage to
your vehicle.

Q3: What if I can't find a factory manual?

A3: Explore alternative resources like Haynes manuals,



Bmw 735i 1988 Factory Service Repair Manual

Bmw 735i 1988 Factory Service Repair Manual
7

online forums, and YouTube tutorials. However, always
treat information from these sources with caution and
cross-reference it whenever possible.

Q4: How often should I consult the manual for
maintenance?

A4: Regularly consult the manual for scheduled
maintenance outlined within. This usually involves
adherence to a specific mileage or time-based schedule,
depending on the procedure.

Q5: Can the manual help me with diagnosing
electrical problems?

A5: Yes, the factory manual contains comprehensive
wiring diagrams that are crucial for diagnosing and
repairing electrical issues. Understanding these
diagrams is often key to resolving complex electrical
faults.

Q6: Are there any online digital versions of the
manual available?

A6: While finding a fully legal and reliable digital copy
can be challenging, some enthusiasts might share scans
or PDFs online. However, always be cautious about
copyright infringement.

Q7: Is it possible to download a free version of the
manual?
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A7: Downloading a free copy of a copyrighted manual is
illegal. While unofficial copies may circulate online,
obtaining a legal and reliable copy from a reputable
source is always recommended.

Q8: What if I need help understanding a specific
section of the manual?

A8: Join online forums or communities focused on classic
BMWs. Experienced owners and mechanics are often
willing to assist with interpretation and clarification.

Decoding the Secrets: Your Guide
to the 1988 BMW 735i Factory
Service Repair Manual
The retro BMW 735i, a emblem of sophisticated German
engineering from the late eighties, is a gem for car
admirers. However, keeping this magnificent machine in
optimal working order demands more than just regular
maintenance. It needs access to the precise information,
and that's where the 1988 BMW 735i Factory Service
Repair Manual arrives in. This extensive document is
more than just a compilation of diagrams and data; it's
the key to mastering the intricacies of this exceptional
automobile.

This article will explore the significance of owning a 1988
BMW 735i Factory Service Repair Manual, stress its
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essential components, and provide helpful advice on how
to efficiently use it. We'll reveal why this manual is
crucial for both novice mechanics and veteran
professionals equally.

The manual itself is a substantial volume, often packaged
in a strong binder. Its material is meticulously organized,
typically broken down chapter – engine, transmission,
electrical, braking, suspension, etc. Each chapter
contains comprehensive schematics, electrical
schematics, torque measurements, and step-by-step
procedures for a wide array of repairs and maintenance
operations. Think of it as a ultra-detailed instruction
manual for your car, encompassing from changing a bulb
to reconstructing the engine.

One of the most useful aspects of the factory manual is
its exactness. Unlike universal repair guides, the factory
manual is explicitly written for the 1988 BMW 735i,
considering all its particular construction characteristics.
This ensures that the procedures outlined are safe and
efficient, lowering the risk of harm to your vehicle.

Furthermore, the manual often includes diagnostic
charts to help you diagnose issues efficiently and
efficiently. These charts use a logical process of
elimination, guiding you through a series of tests to
narrow down the potential causes of a particular issue.
This attribute alone can save you substantial time and
money by stopping unneeded repairs.
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Beyond the technical information, the manual also
provides useful advice on the appropriate use and care of
various components. This includes recommendations for
oil changes, filter replacements, and other periodic
maintenance tasks. Following these proposals will help
you maintain your 735i in optimal performance for years
to come.

In conclusion, the 1988 BMW 735i Factory Service
Repair Manual is an essential resource for anyone who
possesses this legendary automobile. Its detailed
information, precise guidelines, and useful diagnostic
capabilities make it an essential companion for both
amateur and expert mechanics. Investing in this manual
is an outlay in the continued condition and satisfaction of
your beloved BMW.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can I find a 1988 BMW 735i Factory
Service Repair Manual? You can locate these manuals
through online retailers like eBay or Amazon, or
specialized automotive parts suppliers. Periodically, you
may find them at classic car shows or by enthusiast
groups.

2. Are there digital versions of the manual
available? While paper manuals are typically found,
some versions might be available digitally as PDF
downloads, although their legality may be questionable
without proper licensing.
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3. Is it necessary to be a mechanic to use this
manual? No, while mechanical skill is advantageous, the
manual's lucid instructions and diagrams make it
understandable to those with basic mechanical
awareness.

4. Can I use this manual for other BMW models? No,
this manual is exclusively for the 1988 BMW 735i.
Applying it on other models might lead to incorrect
repairs or injury.
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