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Graduate School Test Preparation
The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) can be a daunting hurdle for aspiring graduate students.
Navigating the complexities of verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, and analytical writing
requires dedicated preparation. This article delves into the specifics of using the 2011 DVD edition
of a GRE preparation resource, exploring its features, benefits, and limitations in the context of
modern GRE test-taking strategies. We'll examine its efficacy for tackling the GRE, focusing on its
relevance even a decade later. Keywords like GRE prep DVD, 2011 GRE study guide, graduate
school admissions, and GRE test strategies will guide our discussion.
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Introduction: Is a 2011 GRE Prep DVD Still Relevant?
While the GRE exam itself has undergone some modifications since 2011, the fundamental
principles of test preparation remain consistent. The core skills required—critical reading,
quantitative problem-solving, and effective writing—are timeless. A 2011 GRE prep DVD, therefore,
may still offer value, particularly in its fundamental approach to content review and practice
questions. However, understanding its limitations in the context of current exam format and
question styles is crucial. We will analyze whether the strengths of this older resource outweigh its
potential weaknesses for today's aspiring graduate students.

Benefits of Using a 2011 GRE Prep DVD: Foundational
Knowledge and Practice
Even an older GRE prep DVD, like the 2011 edition, offers several potential benefits:

Structured Learning: DVDs often provide a structured curriculum, breaking down the GRE
into manageable sections. This structured approach is particularly beneficial for learners who
thrive in a guided learning environment. The DVD likely outlines a clear pathway through the
material, ensuring a comprehensive review.
Practice Questions: Access to a large bank of practice questions is crucial for GRE
preparation. The 2011 DVD likely features numerous practice questions mirroring the style
and difficulty of past exams. Working through these questions helps familiarize oneself with
question formats and time management strategies, even if the specific questions aren’t
perfectly aligned with the current exam.
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Expert Instruction: Many GRE prep DVDs feature instruction from experienced educators or
test prep experts. Their insights into effective test-taking strategies and common pitfalls can
be invaluable, irrespective of the DVD's publication date.
Affordable Option: Compared to newer, more expensive resources, a used or readily
available 2011 GRE prep DVD could offer a cost-effective alternative.

Limitations and Considerations: Adapting to Modern GRE
While the 2011 DVD offers benefits, its age presents some limitations:

Outdated Question Styles: The GRE has evolved over time. While the underlying principles
remain consistent, question formats and the specific types of questions asked may have
changed. Relying solely on a 2011 DVD could leave gaps in your preparation for the current
exam.
Lack of Current Test-Taking Strategies: Test-taking strategies also evolve. The 2011 DVD
might not incorporate the latest techniques for optimizing performance on the GRE.
No Online Adaptive Practice: Modern GRE preparation often involves online adaptive
practice tests that simulate the real test experience more accurately. A 2011 DVD lacks this
interactive and dynamic component.
Limited Integration with Online Resources: Contemporary GRE prep often integrates
with online resources, providing access to additional practice materials, score tracking, and
community forums. A 2011 DVD is unlikely to offer such integration.
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Optimizing Your GRE Prep with a 2011 DVD: A Hybrid
Approach
To maximize the value of a 2011 GRE prep DVD, consider a hybrid approach:

Use the DVD for Foundational Knowledge: Leverage the DVD for its structured content
review, focusing on core concepts in verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, and analytical
writing.
Supplement with Current Practice Materials: Use the DVD's practice questions as a
starting point, but supplement them with questions from official ETS resources and other up-
to-date prep materials to familiarize yourself with current question styles.
Focus on Fundamental Skills: Remember that the underlying skills tested by the GRE
(reading comprehension, critical reasoning, problem-solving) haven't changed significantly.
Master these core skills, and you'll be well-prepared.
Utilize Online Resources: Incorporate online resources for adaptive practice tests, score
tracking, and community forums to enhance your preparation and get feedback on your
progress.

Conclusion: A Valuable Resource with Limitations
The 2011 edition of a GRE prep DVD can still provide valuable foundational knowledge and practice
questions. However, its age necessitates a strategic approach. By utilizing the DVD for fundamental
concepts and supplementing it with current practice materials and online resources, aspiring
graduate students can effectively leverage its strengths while mitigating its limitations in their GRE
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preparation journey. The key is to understand its place within a broader, up-to-date preparation
strategy.

FAQ
Q1: Is it worth using a 2011 GRE prep DVD in 2024?

A1: While not ideal, a 2011 DVD can be a supplemental resource for building foundational
knowledge. However, it's crucial to supplement it with updated practice materials and online
resources to account for changes in question styles and test-taking strategies. The cost savings
might make it worthwhile, but don't solely rely on it.

Q2: What are the key differences between the GRE in 2011 and the current GRE?

A2: The fundamental skills remain the same (verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, analytical
writing), but question formats might have evolved. The specific types of questions, the emphasis on
certain skills, and the overall interface could have undergone changes. The current GRE also heavily
relies on adaptive testing algorithms, which are absent in older materials.

Q3: How can I supplement a 2011 GRE DVD with modern resources?

A3: Use the DVD for conceptual understanding. Then, obtain official ETS materials (practice tests,
guides), use reputable online prep platforms (Magooosh, Kaplan, Manhattan Prep), and consider
online adaptive practice tests to simulate the current GRE experience. Focus on adapting your test-
taking strategies based on the latest trends.
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Q4: What if the 2011 DVD focuses heavily on a specific question type that is now less
prevalent?

A4: Adapt! Understand the core principles behind that question type. Use your learning from the
DVD to enhance your overall understanding of the subject matter, but then practice other question
types to ensure you're well-rounded in your preparation. Don't get bogged down in outdated
question styles.

Q5: Are there any ethical concerns regarding using a very old GRE prep resource?

A5: There are no ethical concerns per se, as long as you acknowledge its limitations and
supplement it with more contemporary materials. Relying solely on a very old resource could result
in under-preparation and may negatively impact your performance.

Q6: Can a 2011 GRE DVD help with the analytical writing section?

A6: The analytical writing section of the GRE has remained relatively consistent. A 2011 DVD might
offer useful examples and strategies for essay writing, particularly regarding structure and
argumentation. However, ensure your practice essays reflect the current scoring criteria and
expectations.

Q7: How much time should I allocate to studying using a 2011 GRE prep DVD?

A7: This depends on your individual needs and baseline knowledge. Don't treat it as your sole
resource, but as a supplement. Allocate time for studying the fundamental concepts, practicing the
questions, and then significantly more time working with up-to-date material to cover any
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knowledge gaps.

Q8: Where can I find a 2011 GRE prep DVD?

A8: You might find it used on online marketplaces like eBay or Amazon. Check used bookstores or
library sales as well. Remember to carefully check the condition and contents before purchasing.

Cracking the GRE with DVD 2011 Edition: Graduate School Test Preparation

Conquering the Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) is a essential hurdle for aspiring graduate
school applicants. The strain is tangible, the stakes are substantial, and the test itself is demanding.
For those who faced this formidable task in 2011, the "Cracking the GRE with DVD" edition offered a
complete approach to preparation, aiming to alter test anxiety into self-assured mastery. This
article will examine into the features, benefits, and strategies presented by this now-vintage guide,
offering understandings valuable even in today's evolving test preparation landscape.

The 2011 edition's potency lay in its varied approach. It wasn't just a book; it was a package
designed for dynamic learning. The inclusion of a DVD was a novel feature for its time, providing
additional materials that improved the textual content. These visual aids likely included tutorial
videos from experienced instructors, offering elucidation of complex concepts and examples of
effective problem-solving techniques.

The book itself likely contained several sections focusing on the different GRE sections: Verbal
Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning, and Analytical Writing. Each section probably offered a
thorough explanation of the content, outlining the sorts of questions asked and the techniques
needed to handle them effectively. For example, the Verbal Reasoning section might have
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addressed vocabulary building, reading comprehension strategies, and analogies. The Quantitative
Reasoning section likely focused on arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and data analysis, providing
drills and solutions. The Analytical Writing section, significantly, probably addressed essay
structure, argumentation techniques, and effective writing strategies.

A principal aspect of the "Cracking the GRE" series, and likely this 2011 edition, is its concentration
on strategic test-taking. Rather than simply providing data, the book probably guided users on
maximizing their time management, identifying straightforward points, and effectively eliminating
incorrect answers. This is a essential aspect of GRE success, as time pressure is a substantial
factor. The book likely featured numerous practice tests, reflecting the actual test format and
difficulty, helping users measure their progress and identify their deficiencies. The DVD could have
supplemented this with timed practice exercises or additional explanations for practice questions.

Using the 2011 edition effectively would have involved a structured approach. It's likely
recommended to start by assessing one's baseline skills through diagnostic tests. Then, focusing on
identified weak areas is crucial. The user should have diligently worked through the descriptions of
each topic, practicing with the offered examples and exercises. Regularly using the practice tests in
the book and DVD is essential for following progress and refining test-taking strategies. Consistent,
committed study would have been paramount for enhancing performance.

In closing, the "Cracking the GRE with DVD 2011 edition" likely offered a solid and comprehensive
preparation package. Its blend of textbook content, interactive DVD materials, and a strong focus
on test-taking strategies created a potent tool for prospective graduate school applicants. While
newer editions exist, the core concepts and strategies highlighted in this edition remain relevant,
underscoring its enduring value within the context of GRE preparation.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Q: Is the 2011 edition still relevant today? A: While newer editions have been released, the
fundamental concepts of GRE preparation remain consistent. The 2011 edition can still offer
valuable foundational knowledge and practice, though its content may not perfectly reflect the
most current test format.

2. Q: What was the most significant benefit of the included DVD? A: The DVD likely provided
valuable visual and audio aids, enhancing learning through video lessons and potentially offering
timed practice sessions, a crucial element often lacking in solely text-based resources.

3. Q: Were there any downsides to the 2011 edition? A: The primary limitation would be the
outdatedness of the content. Test formats and question styles can evolve, so some specific
examples or strategies might not precisely align with the contemporary GRE.

4. Q: How does this compare to online GRE prep courses? A: While online courses offer
interactive elements, the 2011 edition likely provided a structured, self-paced approach. Online
courses offer more dynamic interaction and potential for personalized feedback, but the 2011
edition likely offered a more comprehensive self-study option.
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