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Human Rights Global and
Local Issues: 2014-2015 – A
Retrospective
The years 2014 and 2015 witnessed a complex interplay of global
and local human rights challenges. From the rise of extremist
groups and armed conflicts to persistent inequalities and systemic
discrimination, the period highlighted the enduring struggle for
fundamental freedoms and social justice worldwide. This article
examines key human rights issues of that period, focusing on
significant events and their lasting impact. We will explore several
key areas, including the Arab Spring's aftermath, the escalating
conflict in Syria, the Ebola crisis in West Africa, and the
continuing fight for gender equality and LGBTQ+ rights.

The Arab Spring's Unfinished
Revolution
The Arab Spring, which began in 2010, continued to shape the
human rights landscape in 2014 and 2015. While initially
promising democratic reforms and increased freedoms, many
countries experienced a reversal of gains, with authoritarian
regimes consolidating power and armed conflicts erupting. The
transitional justice process, crucial for addressing past human
rights violations, faced significant obstacles. In Egypt, for
instance, the military's crackdown on dissent led to mass arrests
and human rights abuses. Libya descended into chaos, with
competing factions vying for control, resulting in widespread
violence and humanitarian crises. Yemen also saw a resurgence of
conflict, further undermining human rights protections. This
period clearly demonstrated the fragility of democratic transitions
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and the challenges in building sustainable peace and upholding
human rights in post-conflict environments.

The Syrian Civil War and the Refugee
Crisis
The Syrian civil war, which began in 2011, escalated dramatically
in 2014 and 2015. The conflict led to massive human rights
violations, including widespread killings, torture, sexual violence,
and the destruction of civilian infrastructure. The rise of ISIS
further complicated the situation, exacerbating the humanitarian
crisis and triggering a massive refugee exodus. Millions fled Syria,
seeking safety in neighboring countries and Europe, creating
unprecedented challenges for international aid organizations and
host communities. This massive displacement highlighted the
devastating impact of armed conflict on human rights and the
urgent need for international cooperation to address refugee flows
and protect civilian populations. The issue of asylum seekers
became a major political and social concern across the globe.

The Ebola Crisis in West Africa: A
Public Health and Human Rights
Emergency
The 2014-2015 Ebola epidemic in West Africa presented a unique
public health and human rights challenge. While the primary focus
was on containing the virus, the crisis also revealed significant
human rights vulnerabilities. Quarantine measures, while
necessary to curb the spread of the disease, sometimes infringed
upon individual freedoms and resulted in stigmatization and
discrimination against affected communities. The lack of access to
healthcare and essential services further exacerbated existing
inequalities and hindered efforts to effectively respond to the
emergency. This underscored the importance of integrating
human rights considerations into public health responses to
ensure equitable access to care and prevent further human rights
violations during pandemics.
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Gender Equality and LGBTQ+ Rights:
Ongoing Struggles
The fight for gender equality and LGBTQ+ rights remained a
central human rights concern in 2014 and 2015. Despite progress
in some areas, significant challenges persisted. Gender-based
violence, including domestic violence, sexual assault, and female
genital mutilation, continued to be widespread. Discrimination
against women in areas such as education, employment, and
political participation remained a major obstacle. Similarly,
LGBTQ+ individuals faced widespread discrimination,
persecution, and violence in many parts of the world. The struggle
for legal recognition of same-sex relationships and protection
against discrimination remained an ongoing battle. This
underscores the importance of continued advocacy and legal
reforms to advance gender equality and LGBTQ+ rights globally.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Challenges and
the Path Forward
The years 2014 and 2015 presented a stark reminder of the
persistent challenges in securing human rights worldwide. From
armed conflicts and humanitarian crises to systemic inequalities
and discrimination, the period highlighted the ongoing need for
international cooperation, robust legal frameworks, and sustained
advocacy to protect and promote human rights. Addressing these
complex issues requires a multi-faceted approach that involves
governments, international organizations, civil society groups, and
individuals working together to advance human rights at both the
global and local levels.

FAQ
Q1: What were some of the most significant human rights
violations reported during 2014-2015?

A1: Widespread reports documented killings, torture, enforced
disappearances, sexual violence, and indiscriminate attacks on
civilians, particularly in conflict zones like Syria and Iraq. Other



Human Rights Global And Local Issues 2014 2015

Human Rights Global And Local Issues 2014 2015

4

significant violations included restrictions on freedom of
expression and assembly, discrimination against marginalized
groups (ethnic and religious minorities, women, LGBTQ+
individuals), and violations of economic and social rights, such as
access to healthcare, education, and adequate housing.

Q2: How did the international community respond to the
human rights challenges of 2014-2015?

A2: The international community's response was varied. The UN
and other international organizations played a crucial role in
monitoring human rights violations, providing humanitarian
assistance, and advocating for accountability. However, the
effectiveness of these responses was often hampered by political
divisions, lack of resources, and the complexity of the issues.
Individual countries also responded in different ways, with some
actively engaging in humanitarian interventions while others
prioritized national interests.

Q3: What role did civil society organizations play in
addressing human rights issues during this period?

A3: Civil society organizations played a vital role in documenting
human rights violations, providing legal assistance to victims,
advocating for policy reforms, and mobilizing public opinion. They
often worked on the ground, providing direct support to affected
communities and challenging government policies that violated
human rights. Their work was crucial in bringing attention to
many instances of abuse and advocating for change.

Q4: What were the long-term consequences of the human
rights challenges of 2014-2015?

A4: The consequences were far-reaching and long-lasting. The
Syrian civil war, for example, created a protracted refugee crisis
and destabilized the entire region. The Ebola outbreak exposed
weaknesses in global health systems and highlighted the
importance of preparedness. Many human rights violations
committed during this period continue to have repercussions,
including ongoing conflict, displacement, trauma, and social
divisions.
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Q5: How can we prevent similar human rights crises from
happening in the future?

A5: Preventing future crises requires a multi-pronged approach.
This includes strengthening international cooperation, promoting
good governance and the rule of law, addressing the root causes
of conflict and inequality, investing in conflict prevention and
peacebuilding efforts, and promoting respect for human rights at
all levels. Early warning systems, proactive engagement with
vulnerable communities, and robust accountability mechanisms
are also critical.

Q6: What is the significance of transitional justice in the
context of post-conflict human rights recovery?

A6: Transitional justice mechanisms, such as truth commissions,
reparations programs, and prosecutions of perpetrators, are
crucial for addressing past human rights abuses, promoting
reconciliation, and preventing future violations. These processes
help to acknowledge the suffering of victims, hold perpetrators
accountable, and build trust and confidence in the justice system.
They are vital for the long-term stability and development of
societies emerging from conflict.

Q7: How did the rise of social media impact human rights
reporting and advocacy during this period?

A7: Social media played a significant role in documenting and
disseminating information about human rights abuses, particularly
in areas with limited access to traditional media. Citizen
journalists and activists used social media to share eyewitness
accounts, images, and videos, often bypassing state censorship
and providing alternative narratives. However, social media also
presented challenges, including the spread of misinformation and
propaganda, and the risk of online harassment and abuse against
human rights defenders.

Q8: What lessons can be learned from the human rights
challenges of 2014-2015 for future responses to similar
situations?

A8: Several key lessons emerge: the importance of early
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intervention and prevention; the need for a more holistic approach
that addresses the root causes of human rights violations; the
critical role of international cooperation; and the importance of
empowering local communities and civil society organizations. A
strengthened focus on accountability, including prosecuting
perpetrators of crimes against humanity and other serious
violations, is also essential.

Human Rights: Global and Local Issues 2014-2015

Introduction

The period between 2014 and 2015 witnessed a complex tapestry
of advancements and deteriorations in the global struggle for
human rights. While international frameworks continued to
progress, localized disputes and emerging hurdles underscored
the persistent imbalances and vulnerabilities within societies
worldwide. This examination delves into the key global and local
human rights issues of this period, offering a critical perspective
on the progress made and the challenges that remained.

Global Human Rights Landscape: 2014-2015

The years 2014 and 2015 witnessed significant global events that
profoundly affected the human rights landscape . The escalation
of armed wars in Iraq and other regions led to massive
displacement of populations, exposing numerous to violence ,
exploitation , and humanitarian crises. These catastrophes taxed
international aid agencies and exposed the shortcomings of
existing global protection mechanisms .

The emergence of extremist factions and the expansion of
terrorism presented another significant hurdle to the enjoyment of
human rights. The restrictions on freedom of expression and
gathering in the guise of country safety became increasingly
widespread. This pattern was seen to be particularly evident in
countries experiencing political turmoil.

Simultaneously, debates around cultural rights continued to gain
momentum . The acknowledgment that poverty and inequality are
significant human rights infringements resulted to amplified calls
for greater worldwide cooperation to address these root origins of
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inequality. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted in
2015, reflected this expanding understanding of the
interdependence between human rights and lasting development .

Local Human Rights Issues: 2014-2015

While global happenings formed the overall context for human
rights, local conditions played a essential role in determining the
experience of human rights for persons around the globe .

Many nations confronted unique challenges related to bias based
on race , sex , faith, and other reasons . Instances included
amplified abuse against girls , the persecution of racial groups ,
and the refusal of essential rights to marginalized communities.

Additionally, the influence of economic crises on human rights
was increasingly evident. The absence of work, access to health
services, and adequate accommodation led to pervasive hardship
and amplified exposure to human rights infringements.

Conclusion

The period between 2014 and 2015 presented a mixed bag of
consequences for human rights globally and locally. While
significant progress was made in certain areas, particularly in
raising consciousness of the interconnectedness of human rights
and sustainable development , persistent obstacles remained. The
intensification of armed conflicts , the rise of extremist groups ,
and widespread inequality remained to threaten the enjoyment of
fundamental human rights by millions of people worldwide.
Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach
that involves strengthening international cooperation , promoting
regard for human rights at the local point, and addressing the
underlying origins of injustice.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What were the major international human rights
treaties relevant to 2014-2015?

A1: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) remained
the cornerstone, along with key covenants like the International
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Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR). These provided the framework for addressing various
issues during this period.

Q2: How did the rise of social media impact human rights
during this time?

A2: Social media played a double-edged role. It enabled activism
and awareness-raising , documenting human rights infringements
and mobilizing support. However, it also contributed to the spread
of hate speech and misinformation, potentially jeopardizing
human rights defenses.

Q3: What were some significant local initiatives in human
rights during 2014-2015?

A3: Many local NGOs and civil society bodies played a crucial role
in tracking human rights circumstances, lobbying for legislative
amendments, and providing immediate assistance to victims of
human rights violations . These initiatives varied greatly
depending on the specific local context.

Q4: What is the long-term significance of the 2014-2015
period for human rights?

A4: The period underscored the ongoing significance of global
human rights mechanisms , even amidst complex geopolitical
contexts . It also demonstrated the critical role of local actors and
the increasing interconnectedness between human rights and
other global challenges.
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