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GMAT  AWA  Guide:
Mastering  the
Analytical  Writing
Assessment
The GMAT Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) can
be  a  significant  hurdle  for  many  aspiring  MBA
candidates. A strong GMAT AWA score is crucial for
admission to top business schools. This GMAT AWA
guide  will  equip  you  with  the  strategies  and
knowledge  you  need  to  conquer  this  section  and
significantly  improve  your  chances  of  acceptance.
We'll explore everything from understanding the AWA
format  and  scoring  to  developing  effective  essay
writing  techniques  and  practicing  effectively.

Understanding the GMAT AWA:
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Structure and Scoring
The GMAT AWA section consists of two essay types:
Analysis of an Argument (AA) and Analysis of an Issue
(AI). Each essay is independently scored on a scale of
0-6, with 6 being the highest. Your final AWA score is
the average of the two essay scores. This GMAT AWA
guide will break down both essay types.

Analysis of an Argument (AA): This task presents
you with a short argument and asks you to critically
analyze  its  reasoning,  identifying  flaws  and
suggesting  improvements.  The focus  isn't  on  your
agreement or disagreement with the conclusion but
on your ability to dissect the argument's logic. Key
skills for this section include identifying assumptions,
evaluating evidence, recognizing logical fallacies, and
proposing  alternative  explanations.  A  strong  AA
response demonstrates a thorough understanding of
the  argument's  weaknesses  and  offers  insightful
suggestions for strengthening it. This requires more
than  simply  pointing  out  flaws;  you  must  explain
*why*  those  flaws  are  problematic.

Analysis of an Issue (AI): This task presents you
with a statement on a social,  economic, or ethical
issue. You must then write an essay presenting your
perspective  on the  issue,  supporting  your  position
with relevant examples and reasoning. Unlike the AA,
the AI focuses on your ability to articulate a clear and
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well-supported  position.  This  requires  strong
argumentative  skills,  including  crafting  a  thesis
statement,  developing  supporting  arguments,  and
addressing potential counterarguments. Effective use
of examples is critical for a high score.

Key Strategies for GMAT AWA
Success:  A  Comprehensive
GMAT  AWA  Guide
This  section  of  our  GMAT  AWA  guide  focuses  on
practical strategies for improving your AWA score.

1. Understanding the Scoring Rubric: Familiarize
yourself  with  the  official  GMAT  AWA scoring  criteria.
Understanding what graders look for in high-scoring
essays is crucial  for effective preparation. The rubric
emphasizes clarity, organization, argumentation, and
language use.

2. Practice, Practice, Practice: The most effective
way to improve your AWA score is through consistent
practice.  Work  through  numerous  practice  essays,
focusing  on  both  AI  and  AA  questions.  Use  official
GMAT materials for the most accurate representation
of the exam.

3. Structure is Key:  Both AI and AA essays benefit
from a  clear  and  well-organized  structure.  For  AA
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essays,  follow  a  template  focusing  on  identifying
assumptions,  evaluating  evidence,  and  proposing
improvements.  For  AI  essays,  start  with  a  strong
introduction and thesis statement, followed by well-
developed  supporting  paragraphs  and  a  strong
conclusion.

4.  Master  the  Art  of  Argumentation:  Develop
strong  argumentative  skills.  Learn  to  identify  and
articulate your position clearly, support your claims
w i t h  e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  a d d r e s s  p o t e n t i a l
counterarguments.  Practice  constructing  logical
arguments  and  avoiding  logical  fallacies.

5. Improve your Writing Skills: The quality of your
writing  significantly  impacts  your  score.  Work  on
improving  your  grammar,  vocabulary,  sentence
structure, and clarity. Proofread your essays carefully
before submitting them.

GMAT AWA: Common Mistakes
to Avoid
This GMAT AWA guide highlights common pitfalls to
avoid:

Rushing:  Allow  sufficient  time  for
brainstorming,  planning,  and  writing.  Rushed
essays often lack clarity and coherence.
Ignoring  the  prompt:  Carefully  read  and
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understand  the  prompt  before  you  begin
writing. Addressing the specific requirements of
the prompt is crucial for a high score.
Lack of organization: A well-organized essay
is  easier  to  read  and  understand.  Use  clear
topic  sentences  and transitions  to  guide  the
reader.
Weak  evidence:  Support  your  claims  with
relevant  and  convincing  evidence.  Avoid
making  unsupported  statements.
Poor  grammar  and  style:  Grammatical
errors and stylistic inconsistencies detract from
the overall quality of your essay.

GMAT  AWA  Resources  and
Preparation  Materials
Numerous  resources  are  available  to  help  you
prepare for the GMAT AWA. This GMAT AWA guide
recommends utilizing official GMAT materials such as
the  Official  Guide  and  GMATPrep  software.
Furthermore,  consider  enrolling  in  a  GMAT  prep
course,  which  often  includes  AWA instruction  and
practice.  Online resources  and forums can also  offer
valuable advice and practice questions. Remember
that consistent practice and feedback are essential
for improvement. Finding a study partner to review
each other’s essays can be incredibly helpful.
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Conclusion: Your Path to AWA
Success
Mastering  the  GMAT  AWA  requires  dedicated
preparation and a systematic approach. This GMAT
AWA  guide  provides  a  roadmap  to  success,
highlighting key strategies  and common pitfalls  to
avoid.  Remember  to  focus  on  understanding  the
scoring rubric, practicing consistently, and improving
your  writing  skills.  With  diligent  effort  and  the  right
resources,  you  can  significantly  improve  your  AWA
score  and  enhance  your  chances  of  gaining
admission  to  your  dream  MBA  program.

Frequently  Asked  Questions
(FAQ)
Q1: How much time do I have for each essay?

A1: You have 30 minutes for each essay in the AWA
section – 30 minutes for the Analysis of an Issue and
30 minutes for the Analysis of an Argument. This time
constraint necessitates efficient planning and writing.

Q2: Is it better to write shorter, more focused
essays or longer, more detailed ones?

A2: Quality over quantity is crucial. A well-structured,
concise, and insightful essay is preferred over a long,
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rambling one filled with irrelevant information. Focus
on  clarity  and  conciseness.  Aim  for  essays  that
comprehensively address the prompt within the time
limit.

Q3: How important is grammar and vocabulary
in the AWA score?

A3:  Grammar  and  vocabulary  are  significant  factors
in the AWA score. Errors in grammar and usage can
negatively  impact  your  score.  A strong vocabulary
allows for more precise and effective communication
of  your  ideas.  While  impeccable  grammar  isn't
required  for  a  high  score,  significant  errors  will  hurt
your chances.

Q4: What are some common logical fallacies I
should  watch  out  for  in  the  Analysis  of  an
Argument?

A4:  Common  logical  fallacies  include  hasty
generalizations,  straw  man  arguments,  appeals  to
emotion, ad hominem attacks, false cause (post hoc
ergo propter hoc), and slippery slopes. Learning to
identify  these  will  greatly  enhance  your  ability  to
critique arguments effectively.

Q5:  Can  I  use  outside  knowledge  in  the
Analysis of an Issue essay?

A5:  Yes,  incorporating  relevant  outside  knowledge
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and examples can strengthen your argument in the
Analysis of an Issue essay, provided it's accurately
presented  and  directly  supports  your  claims.  This
demonstrates a broader understanding of the issue
and enhances the sophistication of your response.

Q6: How much should I  focus on memorizing
templates for the essays?

A6:  While  templates  can  provide  a  helpful
organizational framework, avoid rote memorization.
Focus on understanding the underlying principles of
argumentation  and  essay  structure.  Adapt  your
approach  to  each  individual  prompt,  rather  than
rigidly adhering to a pre-written template.

Q7: What is the best way to get feedback on
my practice essays?

A7: Seek feedback from qualified sources. This might
involve a GMAT tutor, a writing instructor, or a study
partner with strong writing skills. Pay close attention
to their feedback and identify areas for improvement.
Official GMAT practice materials may also offer some
feedback mechanisms.

Q8:  Are  there  any  specific  books  or  resources
you  would  recommend  for  GMAT  AWA
preparation  beyond  the  Official  Guide?

A8:  While  the  Official  Guide  is  paramount,
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supplementing  your  study  with  books  focusing  on
critical thinking and argumentation can be beneficial.
Many  GMAT  prep  companies  also  offer  excellent
online resources and courses designed specifically for
the  AWA  section.  Consider  exploring  options  that
offer  personalized  feedback  and  structured  learning
plans.

Conquer  the  GMAT  AWA:  A
Comprehensive  Guide  to
Analytical  Writing  Assessment
Success
The  GMAT  Analytical  Writing  Assessment  (AWA)
section can deter even the most skilled test-takers.
It's  not  just  about  mastery  of  grammar  and
vocabulary;  it  demands  critical  thinking  of  a  high
order. This GMAT AWA guide aims to demystify the
process, providing you with the tools to attain a high
score.  Your  journey  to  a  top-tier  business  school
starts here.

Understanding  the  AWA's  Structure  and
Scoring:

The AWA comprises two sections: Analysis of an Issue
and  Analysis  of  an  Argument.  Each  requires  a
different method.
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Analysis of an Issue: This section presents a
assertion  on  a  broad topic,  requiring  you to
craft  an  essay  expressing  your  opinion  and
justifying it with reasons and examples. Think
of it as a sophisticated opinion piece. The key is
to  present  a  concise  thesis,  develop  your
argument with logical reasoning, and exemplify
your  points  with  compelling examples.  Avoid
generality.  Strong  essays  exhibit  a  nuanced
understanding of  the topic  and a structured,
well-supported perspective.

Analysis  of  an  Argument:  This  section
presents  a  short  argument,  usually  with  an
implied  premise,  and asks  you to  assess  its
logic. Your essay should identify weaknesses in
the  reasoning,  offer  potential  explanations  ,
and suggest ways to enhance the argument.
Don't merely reiterate the argument; instead,
focus  on  its  logical  validity  .  The  strongest
responses  not  only  pinpoint  weaknesses  but
also propose constructive solutions.

Strategies for AWA Success:

1. Structure is Key: A well-structured essay is the
foundation of a high score. For both sections, use a
clear introduction that states your main point, body
paragraphs  that  develop  your  argument  with
evidence  and  reasoning,  and  a  conclusion  that
summarizes your findings.
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2.  Master  the  Art  of  Argumentation:  Practice
building  logical  arguments.  Learn  to  identify
premises, conclusions, and the relationship between
them.  Understand  different  types  of  reasoning,  such
as inductive and deductive reasoning, and practice
applying them.

3. Develop Your Vocabulary and Grammar: AWA
scores are impacted by the clarity and correctness of
your writing. Familiarize yourself with sophisticated
vocabulary,  but  avoid  unnecessarily  complex
language.  Pay  meticulous  attention  to  grammar,
punctuation, and sentence structure.

4. Practice, Practice, Practice: The AWA is a skill
that  improves with practice.  Work through sample
essays,  time  yourself,  and  get  feedback  on  your
work. This is crucial for improving your writing and
time  management  skills.  Focus  on  developing
consistency  in  your  practice.

5.  Utilize  Official  GMAT  Resources:  The  Official
Guide for  GMAT Review provides valuable practice
questions and examples.  Study these examples to
understand  what  constitutes  a  high-scoring  essay.
Analyze  what  makes  them effective  and  incorporate
those elements into your own writing.

6. Seek Feedback: Ask a friend, tutor, or mentor to
review your  essays.  They can offer  valuable  insights
into  your  strengths  and  weaknesses.  Constructive



Gmat Awa Guide

Gmat Awa Guide
12

criticism is invaluable for improvement.

7.  Manage  Your  Time  Efficiently:  Time
management is crucial. Practice writing essays under
timed conditions to get used to the pace. Develop a
strategy  to  allocate  your  time  effectively  between
brainstorming,  writing,  and  reviewing.

Analogies and Examples:

Imagine building a house. The structure of your essay
is like the foundation. Without a strong foundation,
the entire house (your argument) will crumble. Each
paragraph  represents  a  room,  containing  specific
evidence and reasoning to support your main point
(the house's purpose).

Consider  this  example  for  the  Analysis  of  an
Argument section: "The local bakery experienced a
20%  increase  in  sales  after  introducing  a  new
chocolate  croissant.  Therefore,  introducing  new
products  always  boosts  sales."  A  strong  response
would  identify  the  flaw:  correlation  does  not  equal
causation. The increase in sales could be due to other
factors,  such  as  increased  marketing  or  seasonal
changes.

Practical  Benefits  and  Implementation
Strategies:

Improving  your  AWA  score  significantly  enhances
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your  GMAT  score,  which  directly  impacts  your
chances of getting into your dream business school.
A  strong  AWA score  demonstrates  your  analytical
skills  and  written  communication  capabilities,
attributes highly valued by top business programs.
By focusing on the strategies outlined above, you can
systematically  improve your writing and achieve a
high score.

Conclusion:

The GMAT AWA section may seem demanding , but
with diligent preparation and a strategic approach,
success  is  achievable  .  By  understanding  the
structure, employing effective writing strategies, and
practicing consistently, you can significantly improve
your  performance.  Remember,  mastering the AWA
isn't just about a good grade; it's about honing the
essential  critical  thinking and communication skills
necessary  for  success  in  a  demanding  business
environment. This GMAT AWA guide serves as your
compass,  guiding  you  towards  achieving  your
academic  ambitions.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Q1: How much time do I have for each AWA
section?

A1: You have 30 minutes for each essay – Analysis of
an Issue and Analysis of an Argument.
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Q2: What is the scoring range for the AWA?

A2: The AWA is scored on a scale of 0-6, in half-point
increments.

Q3: Is grammar and vocabulary more important
than argumentation?

A3:  While  strong  grammar  and  vocabulary  are
important, the core of a high-scoring essay is a well-
developed and logically  sound argument.  Both are
essential.

Q4: How many practice essays should I write?

A4: There's no magic number, but aim for at least
10-15 practice essays, focusing on varied topics and
essay types. The more you practice, the better you
will become.
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