
Ford 551 Baler Manual

Ford 551 Baler Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide to
Operation and Maintenance
Finding a reliable Ford 551 baler manual can be crucial
for maximizing the efficiency and lifespan of your
equipment. This comprehensive guide dives into the
intricacies of operating and maintaining your Ford 551
round baler, addressing common issues and providing
valuable insights for both seasoned farmers and newcomers
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alike. We'll cover everything from understanding the key
features and specifications to troubleshooting common
problems and performing routine maintenance. This guide
also explores crucial aspects like Ford 551 baler parts,
Ford 551 baler troubleshooting, and Ford 551 baler
repairs.

Understanding Your Ford 551 Baler: Key
Features and Specifications
The Ford 551 is a robust round baler known for its
reliability and consistent bale production. Understanding
its key features is paramount for effective operation.
The manual details the specifics, but some notable
features include:

Variable Chamber Size: Many Ford 551 models offer
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adjustable chamber size, allowing you to create
bales of varying diameters to accommodate different
crops and field conditions. This adaptability is a
significant advantage, offering flexibility for
diverse farming needs.
Power Requirements: The manual specifies the
horsepower requirements, ensuring your tractor
possesses the necessary power to operate the baler
efficiently and prevent damage. Ignoring these
specifications can lead to costly repairs.
Pickup Mechanism: The Ford 551 typically employs a
wide pickup with adjustable windguards, ensuring
consistent crop flow and minimizing losses.
Understanding the pickup's adjustment mechanisms is
key to optimizing performance.
Knotting System: The knotting system is a critical
component. The manual provides detailed diagrams and
instructions for inspecting, adjusting, and
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replacing components like needles, twine guides, and
knotters. Proactive maintenance in this area
prevents costly downtime.
Safety Features: The Ford 551 incorporates several
safety features, detailed in the manual, to protect
both the operator and the equipment. Understanding
and following these safety protocols is crucial for
preventing accidents.

Efficient Operation of Your Ford 551
Round Baler
Proper operation is essential for maximizing the lifespan
and efficiency of your Ford 551. The manual provides
step-by-step instructions, but here are some key points
to remember:
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Pre-Operation Checklist: Always perform a thorough
pre-operation check, inspecting components such as
belts, twine supply, and knotters before starting.
This proactive approach prevents unexpected
breakdowns during operation.
Proper Bale Density Adjustment: Adjusting the bale
density correctly is crucial for optimal bale
quality and size. The manual guides you through the
proper procedure based on your crop and desired bale
characteristics. Too tight, and you stress the
machine; too loose, and you lose efficiency.
Twine Management: Maintaining a consistent twine
supply is essential for uninterrupted operation. The
manual provides guidance on loading and managing the
twine supply.
Crop Condition: The condition of the crop
significantly impacts baler performance. Overly wet
or dry crops can negatively affect bale formation
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and knotting. The manual offers advice on ideal crop
moisture levels for optimal baling.
Terrain Considerations: The terrain also affects
operation. Steep slopes or uneven ground can
negatively impact bale formation and machine
stability. Operating the baler within its limits is
critical.

Troubleshooting Common Ford 551 Baler
Problems
Even with proper maintenance and operation, problems can
arise. The Ford 551 baler manual provides troubleshooting
guides for many common issues. Here are a few examples
and solutions often found within the manual:

Bale not forming correctly: This could be due to
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incorrect density settings, clogged pickup, or
issues with the knotting system. Check these
components thoroughly, referencing the manual for
guidance.
Twine breaks frequently: This could indicate worn
twine guides, incorrect twine tension, or damaged
needles. The manual provides detailed instructions
for inspecting and replacing these parts.
Pickup not feeding properly: This may stem from
blocked pickup teeth, incorrect windguard settings,
or inconsistent crop flow. Cleaning and adjusting
these areas are key solutions, as detailed in the
manual.
Hydraulic leaks: Hydraulic leaks require immediate
attention to prevent further damage and downtime.
The manual usually contains detailed diagrams to
help you identify the source of the leak.
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Maintenance and Repair of Your Ford
551 Baler
Regular maintenance is essential for extending the life
of your Ford 551. The manual outlines a comprehensive
maintenance schedule, including:

Lubrication: Regular lubrication of moving parts is
vital for preventing wear and tear. The manual
details lubrication points and the recommended types
of lubricants.
Belt Inspection: Regularly inspect belts for wear
and tear, replacing them as needed to prevent
breakage during operation.
Cleaning: Regularly clean the baler, removing debris
and crop residue to prevent clogging and damage.
Storage: Proper storage during periods of inactivity
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is crucial to protect the machine from weather
damage and corrosion. The manual provides guidance
on ideal storage conditions.

Finding Your Ford 551 Baler Manual
If you don't have a physical copy, locating a digital
version of your Ford 551 baler manual is crucial. You can
often find these manuals through online retailers selling
agricultural equipment manuals, or by contacting Ford
directly or your local agricultural equipment dealer.

FAQ: Addressing Common Questions About
the Ford 551 Baler
Q1: Where can I find a replacement parts diagram for my
Ford 551 baler?
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A1: Many agricultural equipment dealers maintain parts
catalogs and diagrams online or in print. Contacting your
local dealer or searching online using "Ford 551 baler
parts diagram" is a good starting point. Your owner's
manual may also contain a simplified parts breakdown.

Q2: How often should I perform routine maintenance on my
Ford 551 baler?

A2: The frequency of routine maintenance will depend on
the intensity of use. However, a general rule of thumb is
to perform a pre-operational inspection before every use
and more thorough maintenance after a set number of bales
or at the end of the season. Refer to your manual for a
detailed schedule.

Q3: What type of twine is recommended for the Ford 551
baler?
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A3: The manual will specify the recommended twine type
and size. Using the wrong type can lead to frequent twine
breaks and reduced bale quality. Always consult your
manual for this specific information.

Q4: How do I adjust the bale density on my Ford 551
baler?

A4: The specific adjustment procedure varies slightly
depending on the model year. Your manual will contain a
detailed explanation with diagrams showing the adjustment
mechanism and how to achieve the desired bale density.

Q5: What are the common causes of a jammed pickup on the
Ford 551?

A5: A jammed pickup is often due to large debris,
excessively wet or tangled crops, or misadjusted
windguards. Clear the debris, check your windguard
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settings, and ensure the crop is appropriately dry and
free of tangles.

Q6: My Ford 551 baler is leaking hydraulic fluid. What
should I do?

A6: Hydraulic leaks are serious. Immediately stop
operation and consult your manual to locate the leak. If
you can’t identify the source, contact a qualified
mechanic familiar with agricultural equipment.

Q7: How can I improve the bale quality produced by my
Ford 551?

A7: Factors affecting bale quality include proper crop
moisture, correct density settings, sharp knives, and
properly functioning knotters. Regular maintenance and
adjustment as described in the manual significantly
contribute to improved bale quality.
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Q8: Where can I find a Ford 551 baler service manual?

A8: You can try contacting Ford directly, searching
online retailers specializing in agricultural equipment
manuals, or consulting your local agricultural equipment
dealer. They should be able to assist you in locating a
service manual, which often provides more in-depth repair
information.

Decoding the Secrets Within: Your
Guide to the Ford 551 Baler Manual
The farming world depends around productivity, and for
hay farmers, the critical component to that calculation
is the baler. The Ford 551 baler, a workhorse in its day,
demands understanding, and that understanding begins with
grasping its accompanying manual. This article explores
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into the intricacies of the Ford 551 baler manual,
providing insights for both newbie and experienced
operators.

The Ford 551 baler manual is far more than just a
compilation of diagrams and specifications. It's the key
to releasing the full capacity of this outstanding piece
of technology. Think of it as the owner's guidebook – a
comprehensive resource that guides you through every
phase of use, from setup to servicing.

The manual's structure is generally systematic. It
typically begins with safety alerts, stressing the
necessity of adhering all guidelines to eschew injuries.
This section is critical, as running heavy machinery
always presents inherent dangers.

Next, the manual lays out a thorough explanation of the
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baler's elements, total with diagrams and labels.
Understanding each part's role is essential for effective
use. For example, the manual will detail the purpose of
the pickup, the pickup rollers, the cutter, the chamber,
and the knotting system. This knowledge enables for
proactive servicing, avoiding breakdowns.

The heart of the manual focuses on the working
procedures. This chapter leads the user across the stages
involved in assembling the baler, loading the hay,
checking the operation, and dealing with common
difficulties. The manual may also contain diagnostic
tables to help in diagnosing and fixing minor issues.

The concluding chapter of the manual commonly covers
maintenance and preservation. Proper maintenance is
essential to assure the life of the tools and to enhance
its performance. The manual will outline routine
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inspection procedures, oiling schedules, and cleaning
proposals.

Using the Ford 551 baler manual efficiently demands
attention to precision. Take your energy to study across
the complete manual before operating the baler.
Familiarize yourself with the place of all switches and
comprehend their purposes. Remember, proactive measures
is always better than cure.

In closing, the Ford 551 baler manual is an invaluable
resource for anyone using this venerable piece of farming
equipment. By thoroughly following the instructions
within, users can assure safe, productive operation,
lengthen the life of their machinery, and maximize their
hay yield.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1. Where can I find a Ford 551 baler manual? You can
often find digitized versions digitally through
marketplace sites, farming equipment communities, or
specific websites dealing with vintage machinery.
Alternatively, you might find a paper copy through
dealers specializing in vintage parts.

2. Is the manual the same for all Ford 551 balers? While
the essential data will be similar, minor differences
might appear depending on the year of creation and any
changes made by previous owners.

3. What if I encounter a problem not covered in the
manual? Consult with veteran mechanics or reach out to a
specialized service center that works with vintage
machinery. Online forums can also be a valuable resource
of knowledge.
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4. How important is regular maintenance as outlined in
the manual? Regular maintenance is completely crucial for
the durability and productive operation of your Ford 551
baler. Neglecting this can lead to costly repairs or even
complete breakdown.
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