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Old Anacostia, with its rich history and diverse architectural styles, presents unique opportunities and
challenges for building rehabilitation. This design guide focuses on the exterior restoration and
renovation of buildings within this historic neighborhood, offering a framework for respectful and
sustainable revitalization. We will explore best practices, considering both the preservation of historical
character and the implementation of modern building codes and energy efficiency techniques. This
guide addresses key aspects of historic preservation in Anacostia, exterior building restoration,
Anacostia architectural styles, and sustainable building practices.

Understanding the Context: Old Anacostia's Architectural
Heritage

Old Anacostia boasts a captivating blend of architectural styles, reflecting its evolution over centuries.
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From modest Victorian-era row houses to grander examples of Federal and Queen Anne architecture,
understanding the existing fabric is crucial for any successful rehabilitation project. A careful
assessment of the building's history, original materials, and existing conditions forms the basis of a
sensitive design approach. Ignoring this context risks losing the unique character that makes Old
Anacostia so special. This section helps clarify the importance of Anacostia architectural styles in
the design process.

### |dentifying Architectural Features

Before embarking on any rehabilitation work, a thorough documentation process is essential. This
includes photographing and sketching existing features, such as:

Window and door details: Note original sash weights, muntin patterns, and hardware.
Rooflines: Identify the original style and materials (slate, tile, asphalt shingles).

Brickwork: Document patterns, mortar type, and any unique brick characteristics.

Cornices, moldings, and trim: Observe the details and materials used in decorative elements.
Foundation: Assess the condition of the foundation walls and footings.

This detailed inventory informs the design decisions, ensuring that repairs and replacements are faithful
to the original building's character.

Principles of Exterior Rehabilitation

This design guide prioritizes preservation and sensitive intervention. The goal is to retain as much of the
original fabric as possible while addressing necessary repairs and upgrades. Key principles include:
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* Repair over Replace: Prioritize repairing existing materials whenever feasible. This often
involves sourcing compatible materials or employing traditional craftsmanship techniques.

* Material Authenticity: If replacement is necessary, choose materials that are visually and
functionally compatible with the original materials. Research historical sources to identify
appropriate substitutes.

e Sustainability: Incorporate sustainable building practices, such as energy-efficient windows,
insulation, and roofing materials.

* Accessibility: Where appropriate, integrate accessibility upgrades without compromising the
building’s historical character. This might involve discreetly adding ramps or modifying doorways.

### Addressing Deterioration
Old Anacostia's buildings often suffer from decades of wear and tear. Common issues include:

e Deteriorating Masonry: Repairing cracked brickwork, replacing damaged mortar, and cleaning
the facade are vital steps.

* Roofing Problems: Addressing leaks, replacing damaged shingles or tiles, and ensuring proper
drainage are crucial to protecting the building's structure.

e Window and Door Issues: Repairing or replacing damaged windows and doors is important for
energy efficiency and weather protection. This falls under the crucial aspect of exterior building
restoration.

e Paint and Finishes: Choosing historically accurate paint colors and finishes can significantly
impact the building's aesthetic appeal.
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Regulatory Considerations and Permits

Navigating the permitting process is a critical aspect of any rehabilitation project in Old Anacostia.
Working with the relevant historical preservation authorities and obtaining the necessary permits is
essential to ensure compliance with regulations and protect the neighborhood's architectural heritage.
Understanding local zoning codes and building codes is critical to successful project completion. Consult
with local authorities and preservation organizations early in the design process to avoid delays and
potential conflicts.

Integrating Modern Amenities Responsibly

While preserving historical character is paramount, integrating modern amenities is often necessary.
This can include:

e Improved Insulation: Adding insulation to exterior walls and roofs can enhance energy efficiency
without compromising the building's aesthetic appeal. This is a crucial part of sustainable
building practices.

e Updated Windows: High-performance, energy-efficient windows can improve comfort and
reduce energy costs while maintaining a historically appropriate appearance.

e New Roofing: While retaining original roofing materials is ideal, sometimes replacement is
necessary. Choosing a compatible and durable material is key.

These upgrades should be seamlessly integrated into the overall design, minimizing visual disruption
and respecting the building's historical integrity.
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Conclusion

Exterior rehabilitation in Old Anacostia requires a thoughtful and informed approach that balances
preservation with modern needs. By understanding the neighborhood's architectural heritage, adhering
to best practices, navigating the regulatory process, and incorporating modern upgrades responsibly,
owners can revitalize their buildings while contributing to the preservation of this vibrant community.
This design guide serves as a starting point for a respectful and sustainable approach to the restoration
and enhancement of Old Anacostia's unique building stock.

FAQ

Q1: What resources are available to help with historical research on my building?

Al: The District of Columbia's Historic Preservation Office is an excellent starting point. They possess
extensive records and can assist in researching the history and architectural style of your building.
Local historical societies and libraries may also have valuable information. You can also search for
architectural records within the Library of Congress.

Q2: How can | find contractors experienced in historical restoration?

A2: The Historic Preservation Office and local historical societies may have lists of contractors
experienced in working on historic buildings. Look for contractors who have a demonstrated track
record of successful historical preservation projects and who understand the importance of using
appropriate materials and techniques.
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Q3: What are the typical costs associated with exterior rehabilitation?

A3: Costs vary widely depending on the scope of work, the condition of the building, and the materials
used. It's best to obtain multiple estimates from qualified contractors. Factor in costs for materials,
labor, permits, and any necessary professional consulting services.

Q4: How do | balance preserving historical features with modern energy efficiency
upgrades?

A4: Prioritize solutions that minimize visual impact. For example, consider using insulated window
inserts rather than replacing the entire window if the original frames are in good condition. Similarly,
adding insulation to exterior walls can be done discreetly.

Q5: What are the potential penalties for undertaking work without proper permits?

A5: Working without the necessary permits can lead to significant fines, stop-work orders, and potential
legal action. Always obtain the required permits before starting any work.

Q6: Are there any tax incentives available for historic preservation projects?

Ab: Yes, there are often federal and local tax credits available for qualified rehabilitation projects in
historic districts. Check with the District of Columbia's Office of Tax and Revenue and the National Park
Service for details on eligibility and application procedures.

Q7: Where can | find examples of successful exterior rehabilitation projects in Old
Anacostia?
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A7: Take walking tours of Old Anacostia to see examples firsthand. Consult with the Historic
Preservation Office for a list of successful projects and contact the property owners or architects
directly. Also, review architectural journals and online resources for case studies.

Q8: What is the role of a preservation architect in the process?

A8: A preservation architect has specialized knowledge in restoring and rehabilitating historic buildings.
They can guide you through the design process, help you navigate regulatory requirements, and ensure
that your project aligns with preservation best practices. Their expertise is invaluable for ensuring the
long-term success and historical integrity of your building.

Design Guide for the Exterior Rehabilitation of Buildings in
Old Anacostia

Anacostia, with its rich history and distinct architectural legacy, faces the opportunity of preserving its
charm while evolving to the requirements of a contemporary era. This design guide offers a framework
for the exterior rehabilitation of buildings in Old Anacostia, focusing on considerate restoration and
harmonious blending with the surrounding environment. It aims to enable homeowners, developers, and
designers to undertake projects that better the visual appeal and structural integrity of these valuable
structures.

I. Understanding the Context: Preserving Anacostia's Identity

Old Anacostia's erected environment is a tapestry of architectural styles, reflecting its growth over
centuries. From Queen Anne homes to Craftsman influences, the variety of styles presents both
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opportunities and obstacles. The goal of any exterior rehabilitation should be to preserve this
architectural diversity while satisfying contemporary standards. This involves a careful analysis of each
building's unique characteristics and situation within the neighborhood.

Il. Guiding Principles for Exterior Rehabilitation:
This guide promotes a comprehensive approach emphasizing the following core principles:

e Material Authenticity: Prioritize the use of authentic materials whenever feasible. Where
replacement is essential, strive for faithful replication using materials that match the originals in
color. This preserves the building's architectural integrity. For example, if replacing window panes,
choose glass with similar thickness and optical properties to the originals.

e Color Palette Harmony: Thoughtful selection of exterior paint colors is essential to maintaining
the aesthetic unity of the neighborhood. Research traditional color schemes common in Old
Anacostia. Consider using a controlled palette of muted colors that enhance with the existing
buildings.

e Window & Door Replacement: Windows and doors are essential components of a building's
front. When replacement is necessary, ensure that new windows and doors are dimensionally
correct, blending with the existing style. Replicate original details such as grids and hardware.
Consider energy-efficient options that preserve the aesthetic integrity of the building.

* Roofing Considerations: Roof covering selection should accord with both historical precedent
and modern standards for longevity. Consider using materials like slate, tile, or metal shingles
appropriate for the historical context.
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e Landscaping Integration: The landscaping surrounding a building is an essential part of its
overall architectural appeal. Consider native plants to create a balanced landscape that supports
the building's historical character. Avoid overly modern landscaping elements that clash with the
historical context.

Ill. Implementation Strategies & Practical Benefits:
This guide provides a valuable resource for numerous stakeholders:

e Homeowners: The guide empowers homeowners to make informed decisions, preserving
property value and enhancing their living environment.

e Developers: It encourages sensitive development, promoting the continuing viability of Old
Anacostia.

e Design Professionals: The guide assists architects and designers in creating respectful designs
that preserve the area's heritage.

e Local Government: This serves as a tool for guiding development, maintaining the distinct
character of Old Anacostia.

IV. Conclusion:

The exterior rehabilitation of buildings in Old Anacostia presents a special opportunity to protect a
important piece of national history while enhancing its sustainability. By adhering to the principles
outlined in this guide, homeowners, developers, and designers can contribute to the continuing success
and beauty of Old Anacostia.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Where can | find examples of successful exterior rehabilitations in Old Anacostia?

Al: The local historical group and the district planning office are excellent resources for finding
documented cases of successful projects. Taking guided walking tours of the neighborhood can also be
illuminating.

Q2: What if my building has significant structural damage requiring major interventions?

A2: Even with significant damage, it's crucial to work with a qualified architect and contractor
experienced in historical construction. They can help evaluate the damage and develop a plan for repair
and rehabilitation that respects the architectural integrity of your building.

Q3: Are there financial incentives available for historical preservation projects?

A3: Yes, various local, state, and potentially federal grants offer financial assistance for preservation
projects. Contact your local government's development office for more information.

Q4: What are some common mistakes to avoid during exterior rehabilitation?

A4: Avoid using inappropriate materials, disregarding historical details, and ignoring the existing
context of the building and its surroundings. Thorough planning and consultation with specialists are
key to preventing mistakes.
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