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The *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* (PB 1999) represents a significant piece of medical history,
offering a snapshot of pharmaceutical knowledge at the turn of the millennium. This handbook, a crucial tool for physician
assistants (PAs) during that period, provided essential information on drug interactions, contraindications, and dosages.

Understanding its context and content allows us to appreciate the evolution of pharmaceutical information access and the
evolving role of PAs in healthcare. This article delves into the handbook's features, its importance for PAs, and its lasting impact

on the field of medicine.

The Handbook's Significance for Physician Assistants
The *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* served as a primary reference source for PAs practicing
during that time. Before the widespread availability of digital resources and comprehensive online drug databases, PAs relied

heavily on such printed handbooks for quick access to critical drug information. This reliance highlights several key aspects of the
handbook's significance:

Accessibility and Portability: The printed format offered immediate access to information, unlike the comparatively
limited internet access of the late 1990s. Its compact size ensured portability, allowing PAs to readily consult it during

patient visits or in various clinical settings.

Comprehensive Drug Information: The handbook likely included detailed monographs on a wide range of medications,
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encompassing their mechanism of action, indications, contraindications, adverse effects, dosage guidelines, and drug
interactions. This comprehensive approach minimized the need for consulting multiple sources. This is in contrast to the

more specialized, focused approach seen in some contemporary drug databases.

Clinical Decision-Making: The handbook directly supported clinical decision-making for PAs. It empowered them to make
informed choices about medication selection, dosing, and monitoring, crucial for patient safety and effective treatment. This

is particularly important considering the expanded scope of practice for PAs in recent decades.

Educational Tool: Beyond its immediate clinical utility, the handbook likely functioned as a valuable educational tool. It
served as a consistent and reliable reference for PAs continuing their professional development and expanding their

pharmaceutical knowledge.

Content and Structure of the Handbook (Speculative based on similar
resources)

While access to the exact content of the *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* is limited without a
physical copy, we can infer its likely structure and content based on similar publications from that era. It most likely contained:

Alphabetical Drug Listings: The most common organization for such handbooks involved an alphabetical listing of
medications, making it easy to locate specific drugs.

Detailed Drug Monographs: Each drug entry would have provided extensive information including indications,
contraindications, warnings, precautions, adverse reactions, drug interactions, overdose management, and dosage

information, across various populations (geriatrics, pediatrics).

Therapeutic Classification: The handbook might have also included a section organized by therapeutic classes (e.g.,
antihypertensives, antibiotics, analgesics), allowing for comparison of drugs within the same class.

Appendixes and Indices: Essential appendices likely included commonly used abbreviations, conversion tables (metric to
imperial), and a comprehensive index for quick cross-referencing.
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Limitations and the Evolution of Drug Information Resources
While the 1999-2000 handbook served its purpose effectively for its time, it inevitably had limitations:

Limited Updates: Printed resources necessitate periodic revisions. The information contained within would quickly
become outdated as new drugs emerged and new research findings were published. This is a significant drawback

compared to today's regularly updated electronic databases.

Lack of Interactive Features: Unlike contemporary digital databases, it lacked interactive features such as drug
interaction checkers or clinical calculators.

Space Constraints: Physical limitations on space meant that the level of detail provided for each drug might have been
less extensive than what's currently available digitally.

The advent of the internet and sophisticated online drug databases like Micromedex, Lexicomp, and UpToDate revolutionized
access to drug information. These resources offer immediate updates, interactive features, and vastly more comprehensive

information. They have largely replaced printed handbooks as the primary source of drug information for healthcare
professionals, including PAs.

The Lasting Impact of Printed Handbooks
Despite the transition to digital resources, the *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* and similar

printed handbooks played a crucial role in shaping the practice of PAs. They instilled a foundational understanding of
pharmacology and provided a reliable reference point in an era before the ubiquitous use of digital resources. The fundamental

principles of responsible medication management and diligent attention to drug information, which these handbooks emphasized,
remain central to the practice of medicine today. The lessons learned from using these resources shaped the expectations and

training for future generations of PAs.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Where can I find a copy of the *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* today?

A1: Finding a physical copy might be challenging. Libraries with extensive medical collections or online used book marketplaces
might be the best options. However, given its age, it is unlikely to be readily available.

Q2: Are there similar resources available today for Physician Assistants?

A2: Yes, numerous comprehensive and regularly updated digital resources are available, including Micromedex, Lexicomp,
UpToDate, and others. These databases offer far more extensive information, including interactive tools and frequent updates.

Q3: What are the key differences between the 1999-2000 handbook and modern drug information resources?

A3: The primary differences lie in accessibility (digital vs. print), update frequency (continuous vs. periodic), interactive features
(present vs. absent), and comprehensiveness (vastly expanded digital resources).

Q4: How did this handbook contribute to the evolving role of PAs?

A4: By providing a reliable source of drug information, it empowered PAs to make independent clinical judgments, expanding
their scope of practice and enhancing patient care, even within the constraints of the late 1990s healthcare system.

Q5: What aspects of the 1999-2000 handbook's approach are still relevant today?

A5: The emphasis on thorough knowledge of drug indications, contraindications, adverse effects, and interactions remains crucial.
While the access method has changed, the fundamental principles of responsible medication management are timeless.

Q6: Could the information in the handbook be considered outdated?

A6: Absolutely. Pharmacology is a rapidly evolving field. Information from 1999-2000 would likely be significantly outdated,
containing potentially inaccurate or incomplete information, and should never be used for current clinical decision-making.
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Q7: What is the significance of the "PB 1999" designation?

A7: "PB 1999" likely refers to a paperback edition published in 1999. This designation helps distinguish it from potential other
editions or formats.

Q8: What are some of the potential legal implications of using outdated drug information?

A8: Using outdated drug information for patient care can lead to significant legal repercussions, including malpractice lawsuits.
Healthcare professionals have a duty to remain current with the latest drug information and guidelines.

Navigating the Pharmaceutical Landscape: A Retrospective on the *Drug
Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000*

The year is 1999. Napster's digital transformation is amassing momentum, end-of-the-century anxieties remain, and for Physician
Assistants (PAs), a crucial tool for navigating the intricate world of pharmacology was the *Drug Information Handbook for

Physician Assistants 1999-2000*. This pocket-sized bible, published in 1999, served as an essential companion for PAs confronting
the daily pressures of patient care. This article will analyze its significance, emphasize its key features, and evaluate its enduring

impact in the context of modern medical practice.

The handbook's principal advantage lay in its concise yet thorough representation of drug information. Unlike voluminous
textbooks, it prioritized practical knowledge, presenting essential data on frequently used medications. Each drug profile typically
included uses, warnings, administration information, adverse effects, and combinations with other drugs. This targeted approach

made it an invaluable tool during busy clinical encounters.

Furthermore, the 1999-2000 edition likely showed the medical landscape of its time. Imagine the prevalence of certain
medications that might vary significantly from today's norms. Understanding this historical setting offers valuable insight into the
evolution of pharmaceutical practices and the role of PAs within the healthcare structure. For instance, the handbook might have

featured detailed information on medications now largely replaced by newer, more effective choices. This retrospective
perspective enables us to value the difficulties faced by PAs and the continuous need for updated data.
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The handbook's tangible design – a paperback – underlined its mobility. PAs could easily carry it in their bags, consulting crucial
data at a moment's warning. This handiness was vital in a profession that often demands quick judgments and proximity to

dependable facts. In the absence of widespread electronic tools, the handbook served as a primary wellspring of current
pharmacological knowledge.

The *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* represents a pivotal moment in the development of PA
practice. It shows the growing value of readily accessible and reliable drug information for PAs and their growing roles in patient
care. While subsequent editions and electronic databases have updated its specific contents, its legacy as a foundational tool for

PAs remains substantial.

In conclusion, the *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* functions as a engaging snapshot into the
history of pharmaceutical practice and the essential function of easily accessible drug information for PAs. Its influence continues
to echo today, prompting us of the constant development of healthcare and the importance of adapting to modern technologies

and approaches while acknowledging the essential wisdom that supports our practice.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is the *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000* still relevant today?

A: No, the specific drug information within the 1999-2000 edition is outdated. Medical knowledge and pharmaceutical options
have evolved significantly since then. However, its historical context and the principles of accessing reliable drug information

remain relevant.

2. Q: Where can I find a copy of the *Drug Information Handbook for Physician Assistants 1999-2000*?

A: Finding a physical copy might be difficult. Used bookstores, online marketplaces like eBay, or medical libraries might have
copies available.

3. Q: What are modern alternatives to this handbook?

A: Modern PAs rely on contemporary electronic databases (like Micromedex or Lexi-Comp), electronic health records (EHRs)
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integrated drug information, and professional publications.

4. Q: What are the key lessons learned from the existence of this handbook?

A: The handbook highlights the critical need for accurate, accessible, and regularly updated drug information for healthcare
professionals. It underscores the importance of leveraging technological advances to improve patient care.
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