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A Deep Dive into John Grasso's
Historical Dictionary of Tennis
(August 2011)

Tennis enthusiasts and historians alike eagerly awaited the arrival of John
Grasso's *Historical Dictionary of Tennis* in August 2011. This comprehensive
volume, a landmark achievement in tennis literature, offered an
unprecedented exploration of the sport's rich history, from its humble
beginnings to its modern-day global prominence. This article delves into the
dictionary's significance, its unique contributions to the field, and its enduring
value for researchers, players, and fans interested in tennis history, tennis
terminology, and the evolution of the game. We will also explore its
historical context, focusing on the period leading up to its publication, and
the impact it had on the understanding of tennis's past.

Introduction: A Lexicon of Tennis Lore

John Grasso's *Historical Dictionary of Tennis* isn't just a dictionary; it's a
meticulously researched and engaging journey through centuries of tennis
history. Published in August 2011 by Scarecrow Press, it immediately
established itself as an essential reference work for anyone serious about
understanding the sport's evolution. The book's scope is impressive,
encompassing players, tournaments, rules, equipment, and significant events
that have shaped the game. Grasso's dedication to accuracy and detail is
evident throughout, making it an invaluable resource for scholars and casual
fans alike. The dictionary transcends a simple listing of terms; it weaves a
narrative, connecting definitions to the broader historical context and creating
a richer understanding of tennis's cultural impact.

The Dictionary's Unique Contributions

What sets Grasso's *Historical Dictionary of Tennis* apart is its depth and
breadth. Unlike other tennis encyclopedias or dictionaries, this volume doesn't
merely define terms; it provides detailed historical context. For example, the
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entry on "Wimbledon" doesn't simply state its location and founding date; it
explores the tournament's evolution, its role in shaping the sport's rules and
prestige, and its social and cultural significance throughout history. Similarly,
entries on prominent players go beyond simple biographical details,
examining their playing styles, their impact on the game, and their place
within the broader tennis narrative. This contextualization is a key strength,
transforming a simple reference work into a compelling historical account.

The dictionary also excels in its coverage of less-discussed aspects of tennis
history. It sheds light on the evolution of equipment, the changes in rules and
regulations over time, and the development of different playing surfaces,
providing a holistic view of the sport's growth and development. This detailed
approach to tennis terminology and its historical application is vital for
researchers seeking to understand the nuances of the game's past.

Structure and Usage: Navigating the
Historical Landscape

The *Historical Dictionary of Tennis* is structured alphabetically, making it
easy to locate specific terms or individuals. However, the richness of the
entries and cross-referencing ensure that the reader is constantly exposed to
a wider context. This interconnectedness encourages further exploration and
provides a rewarding reading experience even for those not seeking a specific
definition. The dictionary's clear and concise writing style makes it accessible
to a wide range of readers, from seasoned researchers to casual tennis fans.
The inclusion of extensive cross-referencing further enhances usability,
guiding readers to related terms and deepening their understanding of the
interconnectedness of different aspects of the game's history.

One could easily use this dictionary for a variety of purposes. Researchers
might use it to track the evolution of specific rules, or trace the career of a
particular player in relation to larger historical trends. Students of sport
history could explore the social and cultural impact of tennis throughout
different eras, leveraging the dictionary as a starting point for their research.
Even casual fans can discover fascinating insights into the game’s rich history,
enriching their appreciation for the modern game.

The Impact and Legacy of Grasso's Work

The publication of the *Historical Dictionary of Tennis* in August 2011
represented a significant moment for tennis scholarship. It filled a significant
gap in the existing literature, providing a much-needed comprehensive and
rigorously researched resource. The dictionary's impact extends beyond its
immediate audience; it has served as a valuable reference point for
subsequent publications and research projects, solidifying its place as a
cornerstone of tennis historical scholarship. The detail and accuracy of
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Grasso's work have established a high standard for future efforts in tennis
historical research, setting a benchmark for comprehensive and insightful
scholarship in the field. The historical context offered within the dictionary
also provides crucial perspective on current debates and developments within
the sport.

Conclusion: An Essential Resource for Tennis
Enthusiasts

John Grasso's *Historical Dictionary of Tennis*, published in August 2011,
stands as a monumental achievement in tennis literature. Its comprehensive
scope, meticulous research, and engaging writing style have made it an
indispensable resource for researchers, scholars, and enthusiasts alike. The
dictionary’s enduring value lies not just in its definition of terms, but in its
ability to weave a rich historical narrative, connecting individual entries to the
broader evolution of the sport. The work's enduring legacy is its contribution
to a deeper and more nuanced understanding of tennis history and its
continued influence on the field of tennis scholarship. The dictionary's success
underscores the importance of detailed and scholarly works in enhancing
appreciation for the history of sports and its cultural significance.

FAQ

Q1: Is Grasso's dictionary the only comprehensive historical
dictionary of tennis?

Al: While Grasso's dictionary is widely considered the most comprehensive
and detailed single-volume resource, other books and resources contribute to
the field. However, his work is unique in its depth of coverage, meticulous
research, and integration of historical context within each entry. Other
resources often focus on specific eras or aspects of the game.

Q2: What makes the dictionary's approach to defining tennis terms
unique?

A2: Grasso's dictionary doesn't simply offer definitions; it contextualizes them
within the historical development of the game. This means each definition
isn't isolated; it is linked to the evolution of the sport, allowing for a deeper
and more nuanced understanding of the term's meaning and significance over
time.

Q3: Who is the intended audience for the *Historical Dictionary of
Tennis*?

A3: The dictionary caters to a broad audience, including researchers,
academics, students of sports history, serious tennis players, and passionate
tennis fans interested in learning more about the sport's rich history. Its
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accessibility and comprehensive nature make it useful for both casual and
scholarly readers.

Q4: Are there any limitations to the *Historical Dictionary of Tennis*?

A4: As with any historical work, the dictionary reflects the knowledge available
at the time of its publication. Future discoveries or reinterpretations of
historical events might lead to some updates or refinements. Additionally, the
sheer volume of information inevitably means some aspects may receive less
detailed treatment than others. However, the scope of its coverage is
remarkably extensive for a single volume.

Q5: Where can | purchase a copy of the *Historical Dictionary of
Tennis*?

A5: While it might be difficult to find new copies directly from the original
publisher, you can likely find used copies through online booksellers like
Amazon, Abebooks, or other used book marketplaces. Libraries with strong
sports history collections may also hold a copy.

Q6: How does Grasso's dictionary contribute to our understanding of
the social and cultural impact of tennis?

Ab: The dictionary provides vital context on how tennis has evolved alongside
societal shifts, technological advancements and cultural changes. By
examining the evolution of rules, equipment, and the personalities within the
game, Grasso illuminates the sport's reflection of broader social and cultural
trends throughout history.

Q7: Does the dictionary cover the history of tennis in specific
countries or regions?

A7: While it's not a regional-focused book, the dictionary implicitly covers the
international aspects of tennis history through its entries on various
tournaments, players, and events held around the world. The entries often
reflect the global evolution and spread of the sport.

Q8: What makes the *Historical Dictionary of Tennis* a valuable
resource for researchers?

A8: The dictionary’s detailed entries, thorough cross-referencing, and
comprehensive coverage of various aspects of tennis history provide a solid
foundation for scholarly research. It serves as an excellent starting point for
researchers investigating specific aspects of tennis's past, enabling them to
delve into deeper, more targeted research based on the foundation the
dictionary provides.
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Decoding the Court: A Deep Dive into John
Grasso's "Historical Dictionary of Tennis"
(August 2011)

The arrival of John Grasso's "Historical Dictionary of Tennis" in August 2011
marked a significant moment for tennis scholarship . This wasn't just another
competitive reference book; it was a painstakingly researched and expertly
assembled compendium that transformed our grasp of the game's rich and
intricate past. This examination will investigate into its essence, highlighting
its effect and its enduring relevance for enthusiasts of the sport.

The volume's range is impressive. It doesn't merely enumerate terms; it
elucidates them within their historical context. From the beginnings of the
game in 12th-century France to the modern era of professional tennis, Grasso
follows the evolution of terminology, reflecting the evolving landscape of the
sport. This encompasses not only strategic terms like "lob" or "volley," but
also cultural terms that reflect the evolving social status of tennis and its
players. For instance , the entry on "amateurism" illuminates the intricate
debates and conflicts surrounding the definition of amateur status throughout
tennis history.

One of the volume's strengths is its approachability . While comprehensive in
its research , it avoids jargon and presents information in a clear and
captivating manner. Grasso's writing is educational yet understandable ,
making the volume suitable for both serious tennis scholars and amateur fans
equally. The incorporation of numerous images, spanning from antique
paintings to recent photographs, further elevates the reading and conveys the
history of tennis to life.

Moreover, Grasso's "Historical Dictionary of Tennis" functions as a important
resource for students in a variety of fields. Beyond tennis history itself, it
offers insights into the larger settings of cultural change , the advancement of
athletics , and the intersection of games and power. Its utility extends beyond
the academic realm, aiding anyone inquisitive in comprehending the nuances
of tennis's rich history and its enduring appeal.

In summation, John Grasso's "Historical Dictionary of Tennis" is not simply a
manual; it is a testament to the game's history . Its exhaustive extent, clear
style, and valuable insights make it an essential resource for anyone with a
genuine enthusiasm for tennis. Its arrival in August 2011 signaled a fresh era
in tennis research , ensuring that the sport's heritage remains accessible and
valued for ages to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. Q: Is this dictionary suitable for beginners? A: Yes, absolutely. While
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comprehensive, the writing style is clear and avoids overly technical jargon,
making it accessible even to those with limited prior knowledge of tennis
history.

2. Q: What makes this dictionary unique compared to other sports
dictionaries? A: Its focus on the historical context of tennis terminology,
providing detailed explanations within the broader social and cultural
framework, sets it apart.

3. Q: Where can | purchase a copy of the dictionary? A: While it may be
out of print in some physical stores, online retailers like Amazon and used
book marketplaces are good places to search for a copy.

4. Q: Is there an updated version of the dictionary? A: To our
knowledge, there isn't an officially updated version. However, the
fundamental information remains highly relevant and useful.

5. Q: What is the overall tone of the book? A: The tone is scholarly but
engaging and accessible, balancing academic rigor with a friendly and
informative approach, making it suitable for a broad audience.
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