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Yamaha YFM400 Big
Bear Kodiak 400
YFM400FWA: A
Comprehensive Guide
The Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear, also known as the
Kodiak 400 (YFM400FWA), holds a significant place in
the history of utility ATVs. This robust and reliable
machine has earned a loyal following for its versatility,
durability, and ease of use. This comprehensive guide
delves into the features, benefits, maintenance, and
common issues associated with the Yamaha YFM400
Big Bear Kodiak 400 YFM400FWA, exploring topics like
repair costs, performance upgrades, and common
problems.

Introduction: The Workhorse
ATV
The Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear/Kodiak 400 is a popular
choice for both recreational and work applications. Its
dependable engine, sturdy build, and user-friendly
design make it an attractive option for landowners,
farmers, and outdoor enthusiasts alike. This ATV, often
identified by its model number YFM400FWA, boasts a
comfortable ride, making it suitable for long hours in
the saddle. Whether you're hauling supplies across
rough terrain or enjoying a leisurely trail ride, this
machine is built to perform.
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Benefits of Owning a Yamaha
YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400
The YFM400 Big Bear/Kodiak 400 offers a compelling
combination of advantages:

Reliability and Durability: Yamaha's
reputation for quality shines through in this ATV.
Its robust engine and sturdy frame are designed
to withstand demanding conditions. Many owners
report years of reliable service with minimal
major repairs.
Ease of Use: The ATV's intuitive controls and
comfortable ergonomics make it easy to operate,
even for less experienced riders. This makes it
ideal for both seasoned veterans and newcomers
to the ATV world.
Versatility: The Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear
Kodiak 400 excels in various settings. It's equally
at home navigating muddy trails, hauling heavy
loads, or tackling light-duty tasks around the
farm or ranch. Its utility is a key selling point.
Affordability: Compared to some of its more
powerful competitors, the YFM400 Big
Bear/Kodiak 400 offers excellent value for money.
The initial purchase price is relatively affordable,
and running costs are generally low. This makes
it an attractive option for budget-conscious
buyers.
Strong Aftermarket Support: A large and
active aftermarket exists for this model,
providing access to a wide range of parts,
accessories, and upgrades. This makes
maintaining and customizing the ATV relatively
straightforward.

Usage and Applications of the
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Yamaha YFM400
The YFM400 Big Bear/Kodiak 400’s versatility makes it
suitable for a range of applications:

Farming and Ranching: Hauling feed, supplies,
and equipment across uneven terrain is a breeze.
Its towing capacity and rugged build make it
invaluable on farms and ranches.
Hunting and Fishing: Accessing remote areas
for hunting and fishing is simplified with its off-
road capabilities. Its carrying capacity allows for
transporting gear and game.
Trail Riding: While not designed for high-speed
racing, the YFM400 offers a comfortable and
stable ride for leisurely trail riding.
Property Maintenance: Tasks like clearing
brush, hauling firewood, and general property
maintenance are handled efficiently by this
dependable workhorse.

### Potential Upgrades and Modifications

Owners often enhance the Yamaha YFM400 Big
Bear/Kodiak 400 with several modifications, depending
on their specific needs: performance upgrades like
exhaust systems can boost horsepower and torque,
while winch installations enhance utility. Aftermarket
accessories such as larger tires and suspension
improvements can further tailor the ATV to specific
terrains and riding styles.

Common Problems and
Maintenance of the Yamaha
YFM400
While generally reliable, like any machine, the YFM400
Big Bear/Kodiak 400 can experience some common
issues:
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Carburetor Issues: Older models can suffer
from carburetor problems, leading to poor
performance. Regular cleaning and maintenance
are crucial.
Electrical Problems: As with any ATV, electrical
components can fail over time. Regular
inspection and prompt repair are essential to
avoid more extensive issues.
Brake System: Inspecting and maintaining the
braking system is paramount for safety. Regularly
check brake pads and fluid levels.
Transmission Problems: While rare, issues with
the transmission can occur, usually due to lack of
proper maintenance.

Regular maintenance, including oil changes, air filter
cleaning, and belt inspection, will significantly extend
the lifespan and performance of your Yamaha YFM400
Big Bear Kodiak 400 YFM400FWA. Addressing minor
issues promptly prevents them from escalating into
costly repairs. Understanding the repair costs
associated with common issues allows for better
budget planning and proactive maintenance.

Conclusion: A Solid Investment
The Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400 YFM400FWA
represents a compelling value proposition for anyone
seeking a reliable, versatile, and affordable ATV. Its
durability, ease of use, and strong aftermarket support
make it a popular choice for a wide range of
applications. Proactive maintenance and addressing
potential issues promptly will ensure years of
dependable service from this workhorse ATV.

FAQ
Q1: What is the average lifespan of a Yamaha
YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400?

A1: With proper maintenance, a Yamaha YFM400 can
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easily last for 10 years or more, and even longer with
diligent care. Regular oil changes, filter replacements,
and addressing any issues promptly are key to
maximizing its lifespan.

Q2: How much does it cost to maintain a
YFM400?

A2: Maintenance costs vary depending on usage and
the frequency of service. Regular oil changes and filter
replacements are relatively inexpensive. Larger
repairs, however, can be more substantial. Budgeting
for routine maintenance and setting aside funds for
potential repairs is advisable.

Q3: What is the towing capacity of the Yamaha
YFM400?

A3: The towing capacity of the YFM400 varies slightly
depending on the specific model year, but generally
ranges from 800 to 1000 lbs. Always refer to your
owner's manual for the exact specifications of your
machine.

Q4: Are parts readily available for the YFM400?

A4: Yes, due to its popularity, parts for the Yamaha
YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400 are widely available from
Yamaha dealers, online retailers, and aftermarket
suppliers.

Q5: Is the Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400
a good ATV for beginners?

A5: Yes, its relatively manageable power and user-
friendly design make it a good choice for beginners.
However, proper training and safety precautions are
always recommended before operating any ATV.

Q6: What is the difference between the Big Bear
and Kodiak 400?

A6: While often used interchangeably, the Big Bear
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and Kodiak 400 are essentially the same ATV, with
minor variations across model years. These might
include styling cues, minor features, or specific
equipment packages.

Q7: What type of oil should I use in my Yamaha
YFM400?

A7: Always consult your owner's manual for the
recommended oil type and viscosity. Using the
incorrect oil can damage the engine.

Q8: Where can I find a Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear
Kodiak 400 owner's manual?

A8: You can usually find a digital copy of your owner's
manual on the Yamaha website or through online
retailers selling Yamaha parts. Alternatively, your local
Yamaha dealer may be able to provide you with a
copy.

Decoding the Yamaha YFM400
Big Bear Kodiak 400
YFM400FWA: A Deep Dive into a
dependable ATV Legend
The Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400, often
referenced by its model code YFM400FWA, holds a
distinguished place in the history of all-terrain vehicles
(ATVs). For years, it has been a go-to for both
recreational riders and working professionals, gaining
a reputation for its toughness and versatility. This
article will delve into the nuances of this powerful
machine, covering its main characteristics, power,
maintenance, and overall value.

A Legacy of Resilience: Understanding the
YFM400FWA's Design

The Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400's success
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stems from its intelligent design. Its ventilated 397cc
single-cylinder engine provides sufficient power for a
spectrum of tasks. While not the most powerful ATV on
the market, its pull is remarkable—perfect for pulling
substantial cargo or navigating difficult terrain. The
engine’s uncomplicated nature contributes to its
renowned reliability. Little moving parts mean minimal
things to go wrong, making it an ideal choice for users
who prioritize durability over peak performance.

The body is robust, built to survive substantial abuse.
Its ground clearance is generous, allowing it to
negotiate difficult landscapes with ease. The shock
absorption is well-tuned for ease and management,
making for a enjoyable riding journey, even over
extended periods. Moreover, the stopping mechanism
is efficient, providing adequate braking ability in
various circumstances.

Performance and Real-world Scenarios

The YFM400FWA's capability lies not only in its engine
but also its adaptability. Its manageable dimensions
makes it easy to handle in narrow passages, while its
strong frame enables it to cope with substantial cargo.
This makes it a popular choice among farmers,
ranchers, and hunters who need a reliable ATV for
work or recreation.

Envision using the YFM400FWA to transport equipment
across rough terrain on a farm, or traveling wooded
areas during a hunting trip. Its capability shines in
these conditions. Its ease of use also means that
beginners can quickly learn its operation.

Maintenance and Possession

Like any machine, the YFM400FWA needs routine
upkeep to retain its optimal performance. Frequent oil
changes, air filter cleaning, and checking of
mechanical parts are essential. Happily, its
straightforward mechanics makes these jobs relatively
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easy to accomplish. Numerous parts are easily
available, and web-based resources and maintenance
guides are plentiful to assist in troubleshooting and
maintenance.

Conclusion

The Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400 YFM400FWA
represents a fusion of robustness, reliability, and
adaptability. Its simple yet effective design has gained
it a place among ATV legends. Whether used for
employment or play, this ATV delivers a dependable
potential and a long-lasting investment.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the top speed of the Yamaha YFM400
Big Bear Kodiak 400? The top speed varies slightly
according to terrain and situations, but generally sits
around 45-50 mph.

2. Is the Yamaha YFM400 Big Bear Kodiak 400
good for beginners? Yes, its manageable power and
simple operation make it a good choice for beginners.

3. What type of fuel does it use? The YFM400FWA
needs regular unleaded gasoline.

4. How much does it weigh? The exact weight can
change depending on accessories, but it generally
weighs around 500-600 lbs.

5. Where can I find parts for the Yamaha YFM400
Big Bear Kodiak 400? Parts are readily available
from Yamaha distributors and internet vendors.
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