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Visual  Studio  2015,
w h i l e  n o  l o n g e r
r e c e i v i n g  a c t i v e
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Environment  (IDE)  for
m a n y  d e v e l o p e r s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e
working  on  legacy
projects or preferring
its familiar interface.
This  article  explores
t h e  s t r e n g t h s  o f
Professional  Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5 ,
highlighting  its  key
features, benefits, and
continued relevance in
the current development
landscape. We'll delve
into  its  capabilities
for various programming
languages, examine its
debugging  tools,  and
discuss  its  overall
value  proposition.
Keywords  like  Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
Professional  edition,
. N E T  F r a m e w o r k
development,  debugging
tools in Visual Studio
2015, and Visual Studio
2015  extensions  will
help  us  navigate  this



Professional Visual Studio
2015

Professional Visual Studio 2015
3

c o m p r e h e n s i v e
exploration.

Benefits  of
Using
Professional
Visual  Studio
2015
Visual  Studio  2015
Professional offered a
robust set of features
catering  to  a  wide
range  of  development
needs.  Unlike  the
Community edition, the
Professional  version
provided  access  to
advanced  features
c r u c i a l  f o r
professional  software
development.  These
advantages,  while  not
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e
current  Visual  Studio
versions,  are  still
highly  valued  for
m a i n t a i n i n g  a n d
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extending  existing
applications  built  on
this  platform.

Advanced  Debugging
Capabilities:  The
debugger in Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
Professional was a
p o w e r h o u s e .
F e a t u r e s  l i k e
I n t e l l i T r a c e ,
allowing  you  to
step  back  through
y o u r  c o d e ' s
execution  history,
a n d  a d v a n c e d
debugging  tools
for  managed  and
n a t i v e  c o d e
greatly  simplified
the  process  of
identifying  and
resolving  bugs.
T h i s  w a s
especially  helpful
when  working  on
complex  projects
w i t h  m u l t i p l e
dependencies.  For
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example,  using
breakpoints  and
stepping  through
code  line-by-line
was  significantly
enhanced  with  the
advanced  debugging
options,  providing
a  m u c h  m o r e
i n t u i t i v e
e x p e r i e n c e
c o m p a r e d  t o
simpler  debugging
environments.

Comprehensive  .NET
F r a m e w o r k
D e v e l o p m e n t :
Visual Studio 2015
P r o f e s s i o n a l
provided  seamless
support  for  .NET
F r a m e w o r k
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
e n a b l i n g
d e v e l o p e r s  t o
b u i l d  a  w i d e
v a r i e t y  o f
applications,  from
simple  desktop
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a p p s  t o
sophisticated  web
services.  This
m a d e  i t  a
preferred  choice
f o r  p r o j e c t s
relying heavily on
t h e  . N E T
ecosystem.  The
i n c l u s i o n  o f
f e a t u r e s  l i k e
ASP.NET  MVC  and
Web API simplified
web  development
s i g n i f i c a n t l y .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
tight  integration
w i t h  t h e  . N E T
F r a m e w o r k
libraries  allowed
f o r  f a s t e r
development  cycles
a n d  r o b u s t
a p p l i c a t i o n
creation.

S u p p o r t  f o r
M u l t i p l e
P r o g r a m m i n g
L a n g u a g e s :  I t
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wasn't  limited  to
j u s t  C #  a n d
VB.NET;  Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
P r o f e s s i o n a l
offered  support
f o r  o t h e r
languages  like
C + + ,  P y t h o n ,
JavaScript,  and
F # .  T h i s
versatility  made
it  an  excellent
c h o i c e  f o r
projects  utilizing
m u l t i p l e
p r o g r a m m i n g
p a r a d i g m s  o r
r e q u i r i n g
integration  with
d i v e r s e
technologies.  This
m u l t i l i n g u a l
s u p p o r t  w a s  a
strong  selling
point,  fostering
c o l l a b o r a t i o n
b e t w e e n  t e a m s
specializing  in
various languages.
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Extensibility  and
C u s t o m i z a t i o n :
Visual Studio 2015
P r o f e s s i o n a l ’ s
e x t e n s i v e
e x t e n s i o n
ecosystem  allowed
d e v e l o p e r s  t o
tailor the IDE to
their  specific
n e e d s  a n d
p r e f e r e n c e s .
N u m e r o u s
e x t e n s i o n s
e n h a n c e d
f u n c t i o n a l i t y ,
added  support  for
new  languages  or
frameworks,  and
s t r e a m l i n e d
workflows.  This
extensibility  was
a  key  factor  in
maintaining  its
relevance  long
after its official
support  ended,  as
developers  could
adapt  the  IDE  to
t h e i r  o n g o i n g
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p r o j e c t s .  T h e
availability  of
e x t e n s i o n s
addressed  niche
n e e d s  a n d
i n t r o d u c e d
features absent in
t h e  c o r e
application.

Usage  and
Practical
Applications of
Visual  Studio
2015
Professional
Visual  Studio  2015
Professional  found
widespread  use  across
various  sectors:

E n t e r p r i s e
A p p l i c a t i o n
Development:  Large
o r g a n i z a t i o n s
utilized  it  to
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build and maintain
complex  enterprise
a p p l i c a t i o n s
requiring  robust
t o o l i n g  a n d
m a n a g e m e n t
capabilities.  The
advanced  debugging
and  performance
profiling  tools
were invaluable in
this context.

Web  Application
Development:  The
integrated  support
for  various  web
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,
including  ASP.NET
MVC  and  Web  API,
made it ideal for
web  application
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
streamlining  the
p r o c e s s  f r o m
d e s i g n  t o
deployment.

Game  Development:
W h i l e  n o t  a s
specialized  as
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dedicated  game
engines,  Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
P r o f e s s i o n a l ,
c o u p l e d  w i t h
a p p r o p r i a t e
l i b r a r i e s  a n d
frameworks,  was
employed  by  some
game  developers
for  building  game
l o g i c  a n d
s u p p o r t i n g
components.

D e s k t o p
A p p l i c a t i o n
Development:  For
b u i l d i n g
t r a d i t i o n a l
Windows  desktop
a p p l i c a t i o n s ,
Visual Studio 2015
P r o f e s s i o n a l
p r o v i d e d  a
c o m p l e t e  a n d
e f f i c i e n t
e n v i r o n m e n t ,
combining  code
editing,  design
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t o o l s ,  a n d
debugging  into  a
single  package.

Comparing
Visual  Studio
2015
Professional to
Modern IDEs
While newer versions of
Visual  Studio  offer
s i g n i f i c a n t
advancements  in  terms
o f  f e a t u r e s ,
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a n d
support  for  modern
technologies like .NET
Core and ASP.NET Core,
Visual  Studio  2015
Professional remains a
v i a b l e  o p t i o n ,
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r
maintaining  legacy
applications.  Modern
IDEs like Visual Studio
2022  offer  improved
code completion, better
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integration with cloud
services, and enhanced
debugging capabilities.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e
f a m i l i a r i t y  a n d
stability  of  Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
P r o f e s s i o n a l  a r e
a t t r a c t i v e  t o
developers  working  on
long-term projects that
might  be  disrupted  by
transitioning  to  a
completely new IDE. The
decision depends on the
project's needs and the
developer's  comfort
level.

Conclusion: The
Enduring Legacy
of  Visual
Studio  2015
Professional
Despite its age, Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
Professional  holds  a
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significant  place  in
the history of software
development. Its robust
features,  versatility,
and  extensibility
ensured its popularity
and  continued  use  for
m a i n t a i n i n g  a n d
extending  existing
projects.  While  newer
versions offer superior
functionality  and
support  for  modern
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,
understanding  and
a p p r e c i a t i n g  t h e
capabilities of Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
Professional  remains
valuable  for  many
developers,  especially
those  involved  in
legacy  codebases.  Its
i m p a c t  o n  . N E T
Framework  development
a n d  i t s  e n d u r i n g
contribution  to  the
software  engineering
landscape  cannot  be
understated.
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FAQ: Addressing
Common
Questions about
Visual  Studio
2015
Professional
Q1:  Is  Visual  Studio
2015 Professional still
supported by Microsoft?

A1:  No,  Visual  Studio
2015 Professional is no
longer  officially
supported by Microsoft.
This means it no longer
receives  security
updates  or  bug  fixes.
U s i n g  i t  f o r  n e w
p r o j e c t s  c a r r i e s
i n h e r e n t  r i s k s .
However,  it  can  still
function  for  existing
projects,  particularly
if  no  significant
updates  or  security
e n h a n c e m e n t s  a r e
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required.

Q2: What are the major
differences  between
Visual  Studio  2015
P r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d
Community  editions?

A2:  The  Professional
e d i t i o n  i n c l u d e d
advanced  features
m i s s i n g  i n  t h e
Community edition, such
as  advanced  debugging
tools,  architecture
tools,  testing  tools,
a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r
specific  development
s c e n a r i o s .  T h e
Professional  edition
was  also  licensed  for
commercial use, unlike
the Community edition,
which had restrictions
o n  c o m m e r c i a l
deployment.

Q 3 :  C a n  I  s t i l l
download Visual Studio
2015 Professional?
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A3: While Microsoft no
longer  offers  direct
downloads,  you  might
find  older  installers
through  unofficial
channels.  Exercise
c a u t i o n  w h e n
downloading  software
f r o m  u n o f f i c i a l
sources, as they might
contain malware.

Q4: Is it a good idea
to start a new project
using  Visual  Studio
2015  Professional?

A4: No, it is strongly
discouraged to start a
new  project  using
Visual  Studio  2015
Professional. The lack
of security updates and
support makes it risky.
Modern  versions  of
Visual  Studio  offer
significantly  improved
features, security, and
s u p p o r t  f o r
c o n t e m p o r a r y
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technologies.

Q5: How can I migrate
my projects from Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
Professional to a newer
version?

A5: Microsoft provides
guidance  and  tools  to
a i d  i n  m i g r a t i n g
projects.  The  process
u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e s
upgrading  the  project
files and resolving any
compatibility  issues
that might arise due to
changes  in  frameworks
and  libraries.

Q6: What are the best
alternatives to Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
Professional?

A6: Visual Studio 2022
(or the latest version)
is  the  most  logical
alternative,  offering
s i g n i f i c a n t
improvements.  Other
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IDEs, depending on your
specific  needs  and
programming  languages,
include  JetBrains
Rider,  Eclipse,  and
Xcode  (for  macOS  and
iOS  development).

Q7:  Are  there  any
significant  security
vulnerabilities  known
in  Visual  Studio  2015
Professional?

A7:  While  specific
vulnerabilities  aren't
publicly listed for the
older  version  after
official support ended,
the absence of updates
implies  a  potential
increase  in  security
risks  compared  to
supported  versions.
Using  it  for  projects
handling sensitive data
should  be  carefully
evaluated.

Q8:  Can  I  use  Visual
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S t u d i o  2 0 1 5
Professional extensions
in  newer  versions  of
Visual  Studio?

A8:  Generally,  no.
Extensions  are  often
version-specific  and
may  not  be  compatible
with later versions of
Visual Studio. You will
likely  need  to  find
updated alternatives or
equivalents within the
newer  IDE’s  extension
marketplace.

Professional  Visual
Studio  2015:  A  Deep
Dive

Visual  Studio  2015,
introduced  in  August
2015,  represented  a
significant  leap  in
Microsoft's  integrated
development environment
(IDE). This robust tool
provided  developers  a
comprehensive suite of



Professional Visual Studio
2015

Professional Visual Studio 2015
21

features  for  building
diverse  applications,
from  straightforward
desktop  programs  to
sophisticated internet-
based  services.  This
article  will  explore
the  key  features  of
Professional  Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5 ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  i t s
strengths and providing
practical insights for
coders  of  all  skill
levels.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
noteworthy enhancements
in  Visual  Studio  2015
w a s  i t s  e n h a n c e d
support  for  cross-
platform  development.
W h i l e  p r e v i o u s
iterations  mainly
focused  on  Windows
development,  Visual
Studio 2015 introduced
improved  tooling  for
creating  applications
for  iOS  platforms,
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using technologies like
Apache  Cordova.  This
expansion  of  features
enabled  developers  to
access  a  broader  user
base  with  less  work.
Think of it as shifting
from  a  single-track
train  to  a  multi-line
transport  network,
greatly  increasing
efficiency and reach.

The debugger in Visual
S t u d i o  2 0 1 5  a l s o
r e c e i v e d  m a j o r
u p g r a d e s .  F a s t e r
debugging and improved
diagnostic  tools  made
the process of finding
and  correcting  bugs
significantly  easier.
F e a t u r e s  l i k e
breakpoints  and  step-
into debugging provided
developers more control
over the error-handling
process.  The  analogy
here is like having a
advanced microscope to
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inspect  the  smallest
elements  of  your  code.

Another  essential
aspect of Visual Studio
2015  was  its  improved
support for VB.NET and
other  development
languages.  The  IDE
provided intuitive code
suggestions,  code
reorganization  tools,
and  internal  static
code  analyzers  that
a i d e d  d e v e l o p e r s
d e v e l o p  b e t t e r
structured  and  more
maintainable  code.
These  capabilities
substantially  reduced
development  time  and
improved code quality.
It's akin to having a
s k i l l e d  r e v i e w e r
constantly  monitoring
your  work,  catching
errors  before  they
become  significant
problems.
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Visual Studio 2015 also
included  powerful
s u p p o r t  f o r  u n i t
testing.  The  internal
unit testing framework
enabled  developers  to
create  and  run  unit
tests directly the IDE,
guaranteeing that their
code satisfied specific
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d
functioned as designed.
This  improved  the
evaluation  process,
leading to higher code
quality  and  reduced
risk  of  defects  in
production.  This  is
l i k e  h a v i n g  a  Q A
department  constantly
vetting  the  work.

While  Visual  Studio
2015 was a robust tool,
i t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o
remember that it is no
longer  updated  by
M i c r o s o f t .  L a t e r
releases  of  Visual
S t u d i o  o f f e r
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substantial  upgrades
and further functions.
However,  understanding
the  fundamental  ideas
of  Visual  Studio  2015
can  provide  a  solid
foundation for learning
newer iterations of the
IDE.

I n  c l o s i n g ,
Professional  Visual
Studio  2015  was  a
important  landmark  in
software  development.
Its  improved  support
for  platform-agnostic
development,  powerful
debugging tools, better
support  for  various
programming  languages,
and strong unit testing
framework  made  it  a
helpful  asset  for
developers  of  all
levels. While no longer
supported, grasping its
f u n c t i o n s  o f f e r s
valuable  context  for
those working with more
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modern IDEs.

F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d
Questions  (FAQs):

1.  Is  Visual  Studio
2015  still  usable?
While  technically
usable, it's no longer
supported by Microsoft,
l a c k i n g  s e c u r i t y
u p d a t e s  a n d  n e w
features.  Using  it  is
strongly discouraged.

2. What are the major
differences  between
Visual Studio 2015 and
later  versions?  Later
v e r s i o n s  o f f e r
significantly  improved
performance,  enhanced
debugging capabilities,
better  support  for
newer  technologies
(like .NET 6 and .NET
7),  and  extensive
integration with cloud
services.

3. Can I still download
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Visual  Studio  2015?
While  Microsoft  no
longer  officially
offers  downloads,  you
might find it on third-
p a r t y  w e b s i t e s ;
however,  proceed  with
c a u t i o n  d u e  t o
potential  security
risks.

4.  Is  Visual  Studio
2015  suitable  for
b e g i n n e r s ?  W h i l e
usable, newer versions
offer a more intuitive
interface  and  better
learning  resources,
m a k i n g  t h e m  m o r e
beginner-friendly.

5.  What  is  the  best
alternative  to  Visual
Studio  2015?  Visual
Studio 2022 or later is
t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d
replacement, offering a
much better experience
w i t h  u p - t o - d a t e
features  and  security
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