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Army Manual 1858
Remington: A Deep Dive
into the Civil War Revolver
The 1858 Remington, a cap-and-ball revolver famed for its
use during the American Civil War, holds a significant place
in firearms history. This article delves into the intricacies of
the Army Manual 1858 Remington, exploring its
features, usage, maintenance, and its impact on the
conflict. We will also consider the critical aspects of 1858
Remington parts, 1858 Remington ammunition, and
the overall 1858 Remington history. Understanding this
manual is key to appreciating this iconic firearm and its role
in shaping military history.

Introduction to the 1858
Remington and its Manual
The .44 caliber 1858 Remington New Army Model revolver
was a popular sidearm throughout the American Civil War.
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Unlike its predecessor, the 1851 Navy model, the 1858 was
designed specifically for military use. This design involved a
stronger frame capable of handling more robust
ammunition and a more robust overall construction. The
accompanying army manual provided essential instructions
for its operation, maintenance, and safe handling—crucial
elements for soldiers relying on this firearm in combat.
While a formal, comprehensive "Army Manual" specifically
titled as such may not exist as a single, printed document,
the combined knowledge base from contemporary sources,
including drill manuals, soldier training records, and
surviving firearm manuals, provides us with a clear
understanding of what such a manual would have
encompassed.

Features and Specifications of the
1858 Remington
The 1858 Remington, as detailed in any implied "Army
Manual," boasted several key features that made it a
suitable weapon for the battlefield:

.44 Caliber: This relatively large caliber delivered
significant stopping power, making it effective against
both infantry and cavalry.
Seven-Shot Cylinder: Offering a higher capacity
than many contemporary revolvers, this provided a
greater firing advantage in close-quarters
engagements.
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Solid Frame Construction: Unlike earlier designs,
its solid frame enhanced its durability and reliability
under stress.
Convertible to Percussion Caps: The ability to use
percussion caps simplified loading and increased the
weapon’s overall ease of use.
Simple Mechanism: The design prioritized simplicity
and reliability, which was vital for untrained soldiers
in chaotic combat situations.

The Army Manual would have emphasized the proper
handling of these features, especially the loading process,
cleaning procedures, and the critical importance of ensuring
each chamber was properly loaded.

Usage and Maintenance as
Described in an Implied "Army
Manual"
An imagined 1858 Remington Army Manual would have
included detailed instructions on the following:

Loading and Unloading: Step-by-step instructions
on loading black powder, placing the bullet and
percussion cap, and the crucial step of ensuring the
cylinder was properly rotated.
Cleaning and Care: Detailed guidance on cleaning
the firearm after use, protecting against rust, and
lubricating essential components to maintain



Army Manual 1858 Remington
4

functionality.
Troubleshooting: Identifying and addressing
common malfunctions, including misfires, cylinder
binding, and other mechanical issues.
Safe Handling: Critical instructions on safe handling
procedures, emphasizing safe storage, responsible
use, and proper storage practices.
Ammunition: Specifications for appropriate black
powder, bullets, and percussion caps, which were
essential elements for effective performance.

### 1858 Remington Parts and Their Importance

Any comprehensive Army Manual would have included
detailed diagrams and descriptions of the various 1858
Remington parts, emphasizing the role of each
component in the firearm's operation. Understanding the
function of each part was vital for maintenance and repair
in the field. This would have included discussions of the
cylinder, frame, hammer, trigger, and other critical
components.

The 1858 Remington's Role in the
Civil War and Beyond
The 1858 Remington saw extensive use throughout the
American Civil War, proving itself reliable and effective in
numerous engagements. Both Union and Confederate
soldiers wielded this weapon, showcasing its adaptability
and value in combat. However, its limitations, such as the
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relatively slow reloading process and the inherent dangers
of black powder, were also evident. Its legacy extends
beyond the Civil War, with variants and adaptations
continuing to influence firearm design. The detailed
knowledge in a hypothetical Army Manual would have
played a key role in the widespread adoption of the
weapon.

Conclusion
The imagined "Army Manual 1858 Remington" would have
been a critical resource for soldiers during the American
Civil War. Understanding its contents provides a deeper
appreciation for the complexities of using this iconic
firearm. The meticulous instructions for loading, cleaning,
and safe handling were vital for effectiveness and safety in
the field. While a singular, officially titled manual might not
have existed, the collective knowledge base from various
contemporary documents shines a light on what such a
manual would have contained, and its ultimate importance
in the history of the 1858 Remington.

FAQ:
Q1: What type of ammunition did the 1858
Remington use?

A1: The 1858 Remington used black powder cartridges.
These were essentially loose black powder, a lead ball or
bullet, and a percussion cap. The manual would have
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detailed the proper type and amount of powder, the correct
bullet size and weight, and the use of appropriate
percussion caps. Incorrect ammunition could easily lead to
misfires or damage to the weapon.

Q2: How reliable was the 1858 Remington?

A2: The 1858 Remington was generally considered reliable
for its time. However, its reliability depended heavily on
proper maintenance and use, as detailed in a hypothetical
Army Manual. Issues could arise from improper cleaning,
use of substandard ammunition, or damage sustained in
combat.

Q3: What were the common problems encountered
with the 1858 Remington?

A3: Common problems included misfires (often due to
faulty caps or damp powder), cylinder binding, and damage
to the firing pin. An "Army Manual" would have provided
instructions for diagnosing and addressing these issues,
emphasizing the importance of preventive maintenance.

Q4: How did the 1858 Remington compare to other
revolvers of the era?

A4: The 1858 Remington's solid frame provided a
significant advantage in strength and reliability compared
to some earlier, lighter designs. However, its reloading
speed was slower compared to later cartridge revolvers.
The "Army Manual" would have compared the weapon to
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other sidearms, particularly highlighting the advantages
and disadvantages of the Remington design.

Q5: Are 1858 Remington revolvers still collectible
today?

A5: Yes, original 1858 Remington revolvers and replicas are
highly sought-after collector's items. Their historical
significance and association with the American Civil War
make them attractive to enthusiasts and collectors.

Q6: Where can I find information on restoring an
1858 Remington?

A6: Numerous resources exist online and in print for
restoring 1858 Remington revolvers. However, this is a
complex undertaking requiring specialized knowledge and
skills, and should only be attempted by experienced
gunsmiths. Improper restoration can damage the firearm
irreparably.

Q7: Are there any safety precautions particularly
emphasized in handling an 1858 Remington?

A7: Safety was paramount, and a hypothetical Army Manual
would have highlighted the dangers of black powder. This
includes ensuring the barrel is clear before loading,
avoiding loose powder in the cylinder, and never pointing
the firearm at anything you don't intend to shoot. Always
treat the weapon as if it were loaded.
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Q8: What is the significance of the 1858 Remington
in American history?

A8: The 1858 Remington played a significant role in the
American Civil War, representing a pivotal stage in the
development of revolvers as military sidearms. It's a
tangible link to a critical period in American history, a story
partially told through the knowledge contained within (or
implied by the absence of) a dedicated Army Manual.

Decoding the Mysteries: A Deep
Dive into the Army Manual for the
1858 Remington
The celebrated 1858 Remington Army handcannon holds a
significant place in American history, adorning countless
westerns. But beyond its glamorous image lies a treasure
trove of fascinating detail, much of which is contained
within its related army manual. This investigation delves
into the nuances of this crucial document, exposing its
functional directives and offering insights into the armed
forces setting in which the weapon was employed.

The 1858 Remington Army manual, though not a single
document in the modern sense, comprised a collection of
regulations and maintenance manuals distributed to
soldiers across the closing 1850s and 1860s. These texts
differed in style and information, but generally covered the
same principal areas: assembly, breakdown, cleaning,
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loading, operation, and repairing common problems.

One important feature highlighted in these manuals was the
correct use of ammunition. The comparatively complicated
process of loading the cylinder with paper cartridges was
precisely detailed, emphasizing the importance for careful
positioning to avoid accidents and ensure secure
functioning. The manuals also highlighted the value of
periodic cleaning to counteract rust and sustain the
firearm's accuracy.

Further, the manuals commonly addressed the supply and
preservation of supplies. This shows the challenges
experienced by army soldiers in keeping a reliable supply of
operational arms in the battlefield. The comprehensive
guidelines on powder handling were directly connected to
the overall success of combat operations.

The terminology employed in the 1858 Remington Army
manuals reflects the specialized terminology of the period.
While understandable to the common literate person, the
words utilized would require some degree of familiarity with
the operation of firearms and the unique features of the
1858 Remington itself.

Beyond the purely functional directives, the manuals offer a
view into the organizational culture of the army of the era.
The stress on accurate protocols emphasizes the
significance placed on order and the requirement for
standardized education throughout diverse units.
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The 1858 Remington Army manual is more than just a
functional document. It's a window into a unique historical
situation, exposing the challenges, methods, and culture of
mid-19th-century American military life. Its study offers
invaluable insights into both the weapon itself and the
larger historical landscape within which it operated.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find a copy of the 1858 Remington
Army manual?

A1: Unfortunately, there isn't a single, readily available
reprint of a complete 1858 Remington Army manual.
However, portions of relevant contemporary military
manuals and documents can often be found in online
archives like the Library of Congress or other historical
repositories. Searching for terms like "1858 Remington
instruction manual" or "US Army firearms manuals 1860s"
may yield useful results.

Q2: Were all 1858 Remington manuals identical?

A2: No. The manuals varied in format and detail over time
and potentially between different units or supply sources.
There wasn't a single, standardized edition.

Q3: How useful are these manuals to modern 1858
Remington owners?

A3: While not directly applicable in every detail, the
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manuals offer valuable insight into proper maintenance,
cleaning, and safe handling techniques for the firearm,
which remain relevant to responsible ownership today. They
can be a valuable resource for understanding the original
intended use and care of the weapon.

Q4: Are there any modern equivalents to these
manuals?

A4: Yes, modern 1858 Remington owners can find
numerous modern resources including books and online
guides that offer detailed instructions and information
regarding the firearm's operation, maintenance, and
history.
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