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Shikwa and Jawab: A Poetic Dialogue with God by Allama
Muhammad Iqgbal

Allama Muhammad Igbal, a towering figure in Urdu literature and a profound thinker, penned two iconic poems, *Shikwa* (The
Complaint) and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* (The Reply to the Complaint), which constitute a powerful and poignant dialogue between the
Muslim Ummah and God. These poems, deeply rooted in Islamic thought and brimming with emotional intensity, continue to resonate
with readers globally, prompting introspection and fostering a deeper understanding of faith and responsibility. This article delves into
the intricacies of *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa*, exploring their themes, literary merit, and enduring impact.

A Heartfelt Complaint: Understanding *Shikwa*

*Shikwa*, meaning "complaint" or "grievance," lays bare the frustrations and disappointments felt by the Muslim community—a
community that once held global prominence and now finds itself grappling with political and spiritual decline. Igbal, through the voice
of the Ummabh, directly addresses God, articulating a sense of betrayal and abandonment. The poem is not a rejection of faith, but
rather a passionate plea, a heartfelt outpouring of anguish and disillusionment. Key themes explored within *Shikwa* include:

e Historical Grievances: The poem meticulously recounts past glories and present-day struggles, highlighting the perceived
injustices faced by the Muslim world. It reflects on the loss of power, the fragmentation of the Muslim empire, and the
subjugation under colonial rule. This historical perspective is crucial to understanding the poem's emotional core.
e Spiritual Stagnation: *Shikwa* isn't solely focused on political issues; it delves into the spiritual state of the Ummabh. It
critiques the apathy, hypocrisy, and lack of commitment to Islamic principles observed within the community. This critique
serves as a call for introspection and a return to the foundational values of Islam.
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e The Language of Emotion: Igbal masterfully employs vivid imagery and powerful metaphors to convey the intensity of the
Ummah's grief and anger. The poem is rich in pathos, resonating with the reader on an emotional level, regardless of their
religious background. The use of emotional language, coupled with his powerful rhetorical questions to God, enhances the

poem's effectiveness and stays with readers long after they finish reading.
¢ Keywords and Subtopics: The themes of *colonial subjugation*, *spiritual decline*, *Islamic identity*, and *divine justice* are
central to understanding the poem's complexity and lasting relevance.

God's Response: Examining *Jawab-e-Shikwa*

*Jawab-e-Shikwa*, the "Reply to the Complaint," provides a divine perspective on the Ummah's grievances. It’s not a simple dismissal
of the complaints but a profound and nuanced response that acknowledges the suffering while also holding the community accountable
for its shortcomings. God, in Igbal's poetic rendering, gently rebukes the Ummah for its own failures, urging a return to self-reliance
and righteous action. Key aspects of *Jawab-e-Shikwa* include:

¢ Acknowledging the Pain: God, as portrayed by Igbal, doesn't ignore the Ummah's suffering. The response acknowledges the
historical injustices and hardships endured, demonstrating empathy and understanding.
e A Call to Self-Reflection: The poem subtly shifts the blame, urging the Ummabh to take responsibility for its decline. It suggests
that spiritual stagnation and internal divisions have contributed significantly to the community's problems. This aspect is vital to
understanding Igbal's message of self-empowerment.
e Emphasis on Action: *Jawab-e-Shikwa* isn't simply a lecture; it's a call to action. God inspires the Ummabh to reclaim its lost
glory through self-improvement, unity, and a renewed commitment to Islamic ideals. The poem underscores the importance of
active participation in shaping one's destiny.
e Poetic Brilliance: Similar to *Shikwa*, *Jawab-e-Shikwa* demonstrates Igbal's unparalleled mastery of the Urdu language. The
poem's rhythmic structure, metaphorical depth, and powerful imagery captivate the reader and leave a lasting impact.

Literary and Philosophical Significance

The enduring appeal of *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* lies in their profound exploration of faith, responsibility, and the human
condition. These poems transcend their religious context, offering valuable insights into the relationship between humanity and
divinity, individual responsibility, and the search for meaning in a complex world. They serve as powerful reflections on collective
identity, the role of leadership, and the importance of self-reliance. Their significance lies not just in their literary merit but also in
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their continuing ability to spark critical self-reflection within the Muslim community and beyond.

The Enduring Legacy of Igbal's Poetic Dialogue

Igbal's *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* are more than just poems; they are powerful calls for introspection and action. They challenge
the Muslim community to confront its shortcomings, embrace its heritage, and strive for a brighter future. The dialogue presented in
these poems continues to inspire and provoke, reminding us of the profound connection between faith, action, and the pursuit of
justice. Their impact transcends geographical boundaries and continues to resonate with readers from diverse backgrounds. Their
profound message remains as relevant today as it was during their creation, offering invaluable lessons on self-assessment, collective
responsibility, and the ongoing pursuit of a better world.

FAQ

Q1: Are *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* purely religious poems?

Al: While deeply rooted in Islamic theology and addressing the Muslim Ummah, *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* explore universal
themes of faith, disappointment, accountability, and the search for meaning. Their messages transcend religious boundaries and
resonate with readers regardless of their belief system. The poems delve into the human experience of questioning, seeking answers,
and confronting both personal and collective failures.

Q2: What is the overall message of the two poems?

A2: The overarching message is a call for self-reflection and revitalization within the Muslim community. *Shikwa* expresses the pain
and grievances of the Ummah, while *Jawab-e-Shikwa* provides a divine perspective, acknowledging the suffering but also
highlighting the community's own role in its decline. The poems together urge self-reliance, unity, and a renewed commitment to
I[slamic principles as pathways to reclaiming its lost glory and fostering positive change.

Q3: How does Igbal use poetic devices in these poems?

A3: Igbal employs a range of poetic devices including metaphors, similes, personification, and rhetorical questions to achieve a
powerful emotional effect. The vivid imagery and rhythmic structure enhance the poems' accessibility and memorability. His mastery of
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language allows him to convey complex ideas and emotions with remarkable clarity and intensity. The use of direct address,
particularly in *Shikwa*, creates an intimate and compelling connection with the reader.

Q4: What is the significance of the historical context of the poems?

A4: *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* were written during a period of significant political and social upheaval for the Muslim world. The
impact of colonialism, the decline of the Ottoman Empire, and internal divisions within Muslim societies deeply influenced Igbal's
perspective. Understanding this historical backdrop is crucial to grasping the full significance of the poems' themes and emotional

weight.

Q5: How have these poems influenced subsequent generations?

A5: *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* have profoundly influenced generations of Muslim thinkers, poets, and activists. They have
inspired movements for social reform, political independence, and a renewed focus on Islamic values. The poems' enduring legacy lies
in their ability to provoke critical self-reflection, stimulate dialogue, and motivate positive change within communities worldwide. They

serve as a testament to the power of poetry to shape perspectives and inspire action.

QG6: Are there different interpretations of *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa*?

AG6: Yes, like any significant literary work, there are varied interpretations of *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa*. Different readers may
emphasize certain themes over others, based on their own experiences and perspectives. However, the core message of self-reflection,
accountability, and the pursuit of a better future remains central to most interpretations. The nuances of interpretation add to the
richness and lasting relevance of Igbal's poetic masterpiece.

Q7: Where can I find translations of these poems?

A7: Numerous translations of *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* are available in various languages, including English. Many online
resources and libraries offer both the original Urdu text and translated versions. It's advisable to seek out reputable translations to
ensure accuracy and faithfulness to Igbal's original intent.

Q8: What makes these poems unique in the context of Urdu literature?

A8: Igbal’s *Shikwa* and *Jawab-e-Shikwa* stand out in Urdu literature for their unique combination of profound philosophical insight,
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powerful emotional expression, and masterful poetic technique. The direct dialogue format, the exploration of a complex relationship
between the human and divine, and their lasting impact on social and political discourse make them unparalleled contributions to Urdu
poetry and literature as a whole. Their ability to provoke reflection and inspire action has secured their position as cornerstones of
Urdu literary heritage.

Shikwa and Jawab: A Dialogue with the Divine in Igbal's Poetic Universe

Allama Muhammad Igbal's masterpiece "Shikwa" and "Jawab-e-Shikwa" (Complaint and Answer) aren't merely poems; they are a
intense interplay between the Muslim community and God. These exceptional works, penned in Urdu, transcend the boundaries of
religious poetry, investigating themes of being, accountability, and the knotty relationship between faith and action. They function as a
representation reflecting the emotional state of the Muslim world at the point of the 20th age, and continue to reverberate with
readers today.

The "Shikwa," or complaint, displays a poignant reproach against God. Igbal, speaking through the voice of the Muslim community,
mourns the perceived desertion and abandonment experienced by Muslims. He enumerates the bygone atrocities suffered, the defeat
of power and influence, and the spiritual degradation within the community. The poem isn't simply a judgment of God, but a scream of

distress, a appeal for comprehension and renewal. Igbal uses vivid metaphors, drawing to historical events and evocative symbols to

express the depth of this spiritual anguish.

"Jawab-e-Shikwa," the answer, doesn't provide simple solace. Instead, it engages with the community in a rigorous and thought-
provoking manner. God, voicing through Igbal's poetic viewpoint, confronts the community's laments with a mixture of understanding
and severe criticism. He recognizes the sufferings endured but emphasizes the responsibility of the community in shaping its own
future. The response urges for introspection, improvements, and a revival of spiritual vigor.

The artistic virtuosity of both poems lies in their power to evoke strong emotions. Igbal's proficiency of vocabulary and his ability in
constructing similes create a reading encounter that is both intellectually provocative and emotionally impacting. The poems are
accessible to a wide spectrum of readers, irrespective of their faith-based background, because they explore universal themes of belief,
aspiration, and the quest for significance in life.

The practical value of studying "Shikwa" and "Jawab-e-Shikwa" lies in their power to stimulate thoughtful thinking about being,
responsibility, and the part of faith in molding private and collective lives. They provide a structure for grasping the complex
relationship between individual conflict and collective development. Their study can motivate individuals to involve in self-reflection
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and endeavor towards personal and collective change.

In summary, "Shikwa" and "Jawab-e-Shikwa" remain timeless classics that persist to provoke and motivate. They are more than simply
verse; they are a powerful dialogue about faith, being, and the duty that comes with both. By examining these themes, Igbal provides a
structure for understanding the spiritual obstacles faced by the Muslim world, and, indeed, by humanity as a whole.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the central theme of "Shikwa"? The central theme is the complaint of the Muslim nation against God for perceived
neglect and the sufferings endured throughout history.

2. How does "Jawab-e-Shikwa" respond to the complaint in "Shikwa"? "Jawab-e-Shikwa" acknowledges the hardships but also
criticizes the community for its lack of agency and exhorts for introspection and reform.

3. What is the literary significance of these poems? Their poetic significance lies in their powerful similes, psychological effect,
and their capacity to evoke intense emotions while exploring universal themes.

4. What is the relevance of these poems today? The poems remain relevant today because they examine timeless issues of identity,
faith, and duty, echoing with readers who grapple with similar questions.
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